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Important Information about Maple Plain Drinking Water
In 2013, the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) found raised levels of radium 226+228. The Department of Health required the City to reduce its radium levels by 50%, and currently we have been able to consistently measure at a 40% reduction. Although not an emergency, our staff has been dedicated to correcting the issue. We are mandated to report these levels to the public. 
City staff routinely monitors for the presence of drinking water contaminants. We received notice that a 2014 sample showed that our system exceeds the standard, or maximum contaminant level (MCL) for radium. The standard level is 5.4 pCi/L for radium 226+228, and this level has been established by the MDH based on long-term exposure. 
Staff has made system adjustments, and the City hires a private lab to monthly test the water.  As a result some of our reads have been as low as 4.3 pCi/L for radium 226+228. 
What should I do?
Residents do not need to do anything. You do not need to boil water or take other corrective actions. 

This is not an emergency.

You do not need an alternative source of water, such as bottled water. However, if you have specific health concerns, consult your doctor. Home water treatment units are available to reduce radium 226 and radium 228, which include water softening, reverse osmosis and distillation. It is recommended that these home water treatments units be certified to ensure radium removal. The use of carbon filters is not recommended for removal of radium, as radium may accumulate in the filter over time.

Maple Plain continues to reduce the level of radium 226 and radium 228, which include optimizing the treatment process which has resulted in improved test results. You will be informed when our public water supply has reduced the level of radium and meets the standards. 

For more information contact, Tessia Melvin, City Administrator, 763.479.0516 or tmelvin@mapleplan.com.


