Maple Plain City Council Regular Meeting
Minutes
September 22, 2014
Maple Plain City Hall

1. CALL TO ORDER

Acting Mayor Young called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. 

Present: Councilmembers Dave Eisinger, Justin McCoy, Mike DeLuca and Jerry Young. Also present were City Administrator Tessia Melvin, City Attorney Jeff Carson, City Engineer Dan Boyum and Andrw Berg, Abdo, Eick & Meyer.

Absent: Mayor Hackbarth

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


3. ADOPT AGENDA


Councilmember McCoy moved to adopt the agenda with the addition of adding Resolution 14-0922-01: Removing the Mayor from the EDA being added to New Business; seconded by Councilmember Eisinger. Motion passed 4-0.


4. CONSENT AGENDA

Item to approve under Consent Agenda:
A. Approve City Council meeting minutes from September 8

B. Approve City Council workshop minutes from September 8

C. Accounts Payable

D. Approval of Hiring Brian Doyle and Dusty O’Brien to the Maple Plain Fire Department

Councilmember Eisinger noted that the probationary period stated six months, but should be changed to 1-year. 

Councilmember McCoy moved to adopt the Consent Agenda noting the probationary period change; seconded by Councilmember DeLuca. Motion passed 4-0.


5. VISITORS TO BE HEARD
Note: This is a courtesy extended to persons wishing to address the City Council who are not on the agenda. A completed public comment should be presented to the City Administrator prior to the meeting. Presentations will be limited to 3 minutes. The session will be limited to 15 minutes. 
There were not visitors to be heard. 
6. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

A. City Planner Monthly Report

Melvin provided the monthly report for City Planner, Mark Kaltsas. Staff has met on the following issues: proposed business on Spring Avenue, Downtown Redevelopment, Exotic Animal Ordinance, nuisance violations, proposed liquor store site plan review, Meadows of Maple Plain and a potential business on Poplar Avenue. 
In addition, Kaltsas has had several correspondences with several residents regarding setbacks, zoning, subdivision and other related planning questions. 

Councilmember DeLuca moved to accept the Monthly Planning Report; seconded by Councilmember Eisinger. Motion passed 4-0.
B. City Engineer Monthly Report

City Engineer Boyum presented his monthly report to the Council. He reported that the Budd Avenue Sanitary Sewer Improvement Project began August 18 and closure at the intersection at Budd/Main Street began on September 4. Boyum reported that jacking and sanitary sewer replacement is completed. The contractor is working on paving and reopening of the intersection.
Boyum reported on the Main Street West and Rainbow Avenue Utility and Street Improvement project. Closure of Halgren Road/Main Street intersection began on September 2 and was completed on September 16. Boyum reminded the Council and viewing audience that a public information meeting would be held on the project on Thursday, September 25, at 6 p.m.
Councilmember Eisinger moved to accept the Monthly Engineering Report; seconded by Councilmember McCoy. Motion passed 4-0.
​​​​ 7. OLD BUSINESS

     There was no Old Business.

8. NEW BUSINESS

     A. Set Special Assessment Hearing for Main Street West and Rainbow Avenue 
     Street Improvement Project 

     Melvin presented to Council the option of holding a Special Assessment Hearing 
     for Main Street West and Rainbow Avenue Street Improvement Project for 
     Tuesday, November 18. Melvin stated Special Assessment Rolls are due to 
     Hennepin County by November 30. She added that residents must have a 30-day 
     period to pay for the assessment interest free. Melvin noted that a legal notice will be 
     in The Laker and proper notifications will be sent to residents. 
 
    Councilmember Eisinger moved to set the Special Assessment Hearing for the 
    Main Street West and Rainbow Avenue street and utility project for Tuesday, 
    November 18; seconded by Councilmember DeLuca. Motion passed 4-0.
  B. Authorization for Appraisal Services for Main Street West and Rainbow 
      Avenue Project
     Melvin presented to Council the option of having an appraisal service prepare two 
     property appraisals for Main Street West and one for Rainbow Avenue. In addition, 
     Melvin added that one appraisal must be done to review potential property damage 
     from easement work. Melvin stated that the appraisals can be used to provide 
     Council with the value of the project to individual properties.

    Councilmember Eisinger moved to authorize property appraisals for four 
    properties on the Main Street West and Rainbow Avenue street and utility 
    project; seconded by Councilmember McCoy. Motion passed 4-0.
C.  Adopt 2015 Preliminary Budget and Tax Levy
     
     Melvin reported that the Truth and Taxation Date had been set for Monday, 
     December 8, at 6 p.m. Melvin stated some of the current budget concerns:

· The 2014 Levy did not cover the cost of bond payments in the amount of $50,000

· In the past the EDA Levy had been used to fund the General Budget. In 2015, it is the goal of the EDA to use this Levy to fund their Business Loan Program 

        Melvin reported that at the August 18 workshop the Council asked that the General 
        Fund remain at zero percent increase and that the debt service levy would be set 
        for $149,374 to cover the following bond payments:

· $17,378 2012A G.O. Bonds

· $47,534 2013A G.O. Bonds

· $26,82 2014A G.O. Bonds

· $30,100 for the Fire Partnership Debt Service

Melvin reported that since August 18, the Council held another workshop and decided to increase the General Fund by 2 percent, which totals about $25,000. This would be used to pay for the West Hennepin Public Safety budget increase. 

Councilmember DeLuca noted his appreciation to staff for their diligence and attention to detail on the five-year budget and capital improvement plan. 

           Councilmember Eisinger moved to accept the 2015 preliminary budget in 
           the amount $1,265,931 and tax levy for deb services in the amount of 
           $149,374; seconded by Councilmember McCoy. Motion passed 4-0.
D.  Authorize Purchase of SuperFreeze Electric Pipe Freezer for Public Works

     Melvin asked the Council for authorization to purchase a SuperFreeze Pipe Freezer 
     for Public Works in the amount of $3,199.95.She reported that the equipment allows 
     Public Works to perform locates and eliminate water main shut-downs. The 
     equipment allows Public Works to replace non-functional curb boxes without shutting 
     down entire water mains. In addition, it allows staff to replace water main valves 
     inside a business or residential location when a locate cannot be found for a curb 
     box or a dysfunctional curb box. Currently staff must borrow from surrounding cities
     and with our aging infrastructure, this equipment is used often. 

     Councilmember Eisinger asked about the potential of breaking pipes and the risk of 
     using this equipment. Melvin stated that the equipment is not intended to cause 
     problems and its technology is safe for aging infrastructure. 
     Councilmember DeLuca moved to authorize the purchase of a SuperFreeze 
     Electric Pipe Freezer in the amount of $3,199.95; seconded by Councilmember 
     Eisinger. Motion passed 4-0.
E. Removal of Mayor from EDA, Resolution 14-0922-01
    
     City Attorney Carson reported that at the September 8 workshop Councilmember 
     DeLuca asked why the Mayor had not been removed from the EDA. City Attorney, 
     Jeff Carson, responded that it had been an oversight. The Council directed Carson 
     to create a resolution that would remove the Mayor from the EDA for the same
     reasons presented in the August censure. 

     Acting Mayor Young read the resolution: 

     WHEREAS, March of 2014 and in August of 2014 the Maple Plain City Council 
     passed resolutions censuring the Mayor and significantly limiting his duties; and 
     
     WHEREAS, one of the duties that was not eliminated was membership on the Maple 
     Plain Economic Development Authority (EDA); and

      WHEREAS, it was intended that the Mayor be removed from the EDA duties as well 
     as all other duties that were mentioned in the previous resolutions.

    NOW, THEREFORE, The Maple Plain City Council RESOLVES, effective 
    immediately, as follows:

1)
Mayor Roger Hackbarth is hereby removed as a member of the Maple Plain Economic Development Authority (EDA).

2)
A copy of this resolution shall be recorded with the EDA.

    Councilmember Eisinger moved to approve Resolution 14-0922-01 Removing 
    the Mayor from the EDA; seconded by Councilmember DeLuca. Motion passed 
     4-0.

9. LEGISLATIVE/INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
    
    There were no updates on legislative or governmental affairs. 

10. COUNCIL REPORTS AND OTHER BUSINESS

      A. Upcoming Events

      Melvin reported that the City had many upcoming events that include the Boo 
      Market, Thanksgiving Dinner on Thanksgiving, Trunk or Treat and View Santa. 
      Melvin stated that the City will not be hosting a lighting event due to its move and 
      scheduling; however she mentioned that the City would be open to assisting with 
      the Maple Plain Museum volunteers to host any holiday decorating. 

       Melvin reported that the City Hall will be open on Monday, October 13, which was 
       designated Columbus Day, as the City Council changed the City Holidays to 
       eliminate Columbus Day and to add the day after Christmas to the City Holidays. 
       This has been done to keep meeting dates consistent and be more consistent with 
       local government holidays in surrounding communities.  

      B. Move to Discovery Center

      Melvin reported that the City Hall will be moving on Friday, October 24 to the 
      Discover Center, located at 5050 Independence Street. 
11. CLOSED SESSION: DISCUSSION OF EASEMENT PAYMENTS FOR MAIN 
      STREET WESTA ND RAINBOW AVENUE

      City Attorney, Jeff Carson, stated that the Council would be in closed session to 
      review and discuss the potential payment for easement on the Main Street West 
      and Rainbow Avenue project. The meeting went into closed session at 7:34 p.m. 
      The City resumed Open Session at 7:47 p.m. City Attorney, Jeff Carson, stated that 
      the Council agreed to have a property appraisal completed to help them determine 
      the cost of the easement at 5735 Main Street West. 



       Councilmember McCoy moved to allow staff to go ahead with a property 
       appraisal to determine the value of the easement; seconded by 
       Councilmember DeLuca. Motion passed 4-0.

12. ADJOURNMENT

    Councilmember McCoy moved adjourn the meeting at 7:52 p.m.; seconded by 
    Councilmember DeLuca. Motion passed 4-0.
