Maple Plain City Council Regular Meeting
Minutes
Monday, December 12, 2014
Maple Plain City Hall

1. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Young called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m. 

Present: Mayor Young and Councilmembers Dave Eisinger, Justin McCoy, Mike DeLuca and Julie Maas-Kusske. Also present were City Administrator Tessia Melvin, City Attorney Jeff Carson, City Engineer Dan Boyum and Director of Public Safety Gary Kroells.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


3. ACCEPTANCE OF THE AGENDA
Councilmember McCoy moved to accept the agenda; seconded by Councilmember DeLuca. Motion passed 5-0.


4. CONSENT AGENDA

Items to approve under Consent Agenda:
A. Approve City Council meeting minutes from November 10 meeting
B. Approve City Council workshop minutes from November 10
C. Approve the City Council minutes from November 24 workshop

D. Approve the Joint City Council minutes from November 17, 2014

E. Approve the Special Assessment Hearing minutes from November 18, 2014

F. Approve the minutes from the December 1 Truth in Taxation  Hearing

G. Accounts Payable

H. Main Street West and Rainbow Avenue-Utility and Street Improvements-Payment Request No. 7
I. Crossroads Animal Shelter 2015-2016 Contract

J. Budd Avenue Utility Improvement-Payment Request No. 4

Melvin added that two Consent Agenda items would need to be changed.

1. The November 10 Council meeting minutes motion made and seconded by McCoy, should read made by McCoy and seconded by Eisinger.

2. The November 10 Council workshop minutes should have Director Kroells comments under item six and not item 5

Melvin asked if this was a final payment for the contractor and if there were still monies to withhold if work not completed in Spring 2015. City Engineer, Dan Boyum responded that there are still monies to be held and that this is not the final payment.
Councilmember Eisinger moved to adopt the Consent Agenda; seconded by Councilmember DeLuca. Motion passed 5-0.


5.   ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

A. October West Hennepin Public Safety Report

Chief Kroells presented the monthly report to the Council. He noted that October calls was reduced as the Post Office made security improvements to their facility and they are no longer requesting WHPS to lock the front lobby each night. He noted that similar changes have been made with the locking of Rainbow Park bathrooms and the compost site. 
Through the month of October, WHPS has handled a total of 6,073 incidents. He reported on highlighted cases.

Councilmember Eisinger moved to accept the West Hennepin October Monthly Report; seconded by Councilmember Maas-Kusske. Motion passed 5-0.

B. November and December City Planner Monthly Reports

Melvin presented the Monthly Planner Report. Melvin reported that staff has been reviewing the following projects or concerns:

· “Group Home” on Oak Street

· Downtown Development Concepts

· Parking Restrictions for Common Bond apartments

· Animal and Fence Ordinance updates

· Garage Variance

· Sign and Building Permits for the Liquor Depot

Councilmember McCoy moved to accept the City Planner Monthly Report; seconded by Councilmember DeLuca. Motion passed 5-0.
C. November and December City Engineer Monthly Reports

City Engineer Dan Boyum presented November and December Monthly Reports to the Council. Staff has worked on the following projects:

· HAWK Signal and TH 12 Sidewalk Improvement project closeout
· Budd Avenue Sanitary Sewer Improvements

· Punch list prepare for spring

· As Built/Record Plan Field Work was completed

· Main Street West and Rainbow Avenue Project

· Site visits and punch list created

· Responded to various concerns from property owners

· Prepared information for the council on water service at the driveway of 5860 Main Street West

Councilmember Maas-Kusske moved to accept the City Engineer Monthly Report; seconded by Councilmember Eisinger. Motion passed 5-0.
6. OLD BUSINESS

There was no Old Business.

7. NEW BUSINESS

A. Maple Plain Fire Department 2015 Budget-Resolution 14-1208-04
  
Melvin reported that the 2014 Budget was set for $355,201. Melvin reported that current expenditures were at $213,886 (60%) and current revenues were at $317,250. The Fire Department is not asking for any changes for 2015. Melvin reported that the Fire Commission approved their budget at their December 3 meeting and that they are looking for Council approval. 

Councilmember DeLuca moved to accept the 2015 Fire Department Budget, seconded by Councilmember McCoy. Motion passed 5-0.

B. 2014-2015 Tobacco License: Liquor Depot

Melvin presented the liquor license for Liquor Depot. It would be valid from November 2014 to December 31, 2015. This would allow them to be on the same schedule as other establishments. Melvin reported that a background check had been completed by West Hennepin Public Safety. 
Councilmember Eisinger moved to nominate Julie Maas-Kusske as Councilmember; seconded by Councilmember McCoy. Motion passed 5-0. 
C. 2015 Final General Budget- Resolution No 14-1208-01

Melvin reported that the Minnesota Statute requires cities to adopt and certify their General Fund budgets each year. The 2015 General Fund is proposed at $1,685,581, which is a 1.9% increase from 2014. The additional $25,000 is needed to pay for West Hennepin’s increased budget. Melvin added that the City Council held a Truth-in-Taxation Hearing on December 1.
Councilmember Eisinger moved to adopt Resolution: 14-1208-01 Certifying the 2015 General Fund; seconded by Councilmember DeLuca. Motion passed 5-0.
D. 2015 Final Property Tax Levy, Resolution No. 14-1208-03015 Liquor License Renewals

Melvin reported that the Minnesota Statute requires cities to certify the tax levy to the county each year. Melvin stated that the City of Maple Plain is looking to have a 2015 Tax Levy that includes:

· $1,265,931 General Fund

· $27,500 EDA Levy

· $121,874 Debt Services

Melvin added that the Debt Services should decrease in the future, as one of the bonds will be paid off. In addition the 2014 budget did not include debt payment in the amount of $60,000, so the 2015 reflects the difference.

The Debt Services are made up of the following:

· 30,100 (2008 Bonds) Water Treatment Plant, Poplar Avenue Sanitary Sewer and Ladder Truck
· $17,378 (2012 Bonds) Oak and Boundary Project, Highway 12 Forcemain Repair and Water Tower Rehabilitation
· $47,534 (2013 Bonds) HAWK Signal, Snow plow Truck, Budd Avenue Sewer Repair, Maple Avenue Sewer Repair and Water Meters
· $26,864 (2014 Bonds) Main Street West and Rainbow Avenue Street and Utility Project

Councilmember Eisinger moved to approve 2015 Employee Cost of Living Adjustment; seconded by Councilmember Maas-Kusske. Motion passed 5-0.

E. 2015 Employee Cost of Living Adjustment 

Melvin reported that staff is recommending a 2 percent increase, which is based on the West Hennepin Public Safety and the City of Independence cost of living. Melvin added that the salary of employees accounts for 14% of the budget and the employee benefits account for less than 2% of the budget. 


Councilmember Eisinger moved to approve 2015 Employee Cost of Living Adjustment; seconded by Councilmember Maas-Kusske. Motion passed 5-0.
F. Authorize Fire Department Electrical Work

Melvin reported that the Fire Department currently needs some electrical work to repair the following:

· Six shoebox exterior wall fixtures need to be removed

· Six LED fixtures need to be furnished and installed

· Conduit needs to be run from the receptable on the north side of the station

· Trench, furnish and install LED flag light

· Rooftop fixtures need to be removed

Melvin stated that the Fire Department received three bids on the necessary work. The bids included:

· R.C. Electric: $4,875

· Mister Sparky: $6,951

· Harrison Eelectric: $6,433

Councilmember McCoy moved to approve R.C. Electric’s bid; seconded by Councilmember Eisinger. Motion passed 5-0.
G. Massage Ordinance-Ordinance No. 277

Melvin reported that the current City Code does not include massage establishments as permitted uses in the zoning code. However, the City of Maple Plain currently has establishments that are within City limits. Melvin provided an update to the Council. Recently staff has received complaints about some of the massage establishments. Staff has benchmarked with surrounding cities to find similar ordinances. 
Melvin stated that the purpose of the ordinance is to:

· Prohibit massage businesses and services to the public, except those that are licensed by the City as therapeutic massage enterprises with massage therapists

· Licensing regulations are created to protect businesses that are opening legitimate enterprises, to prevent criminal activity and protect the health and welfare of the community
· Licenses would be required for 

· Therapeutic massage enterprise licenses

· Massage therapist licenses

· Term of licenses are one year

Melvin stated that the ordinance has been reviewed and approved by the City Attorney. Staff has benchmarked with several cities to create an ordinance that meets the needs of the City, is welcoming to legitimate businesses and provides public safety.

Melvin recommended that the establishment license would be set at $50 and the therapist license be set at $250 for the initial background check. Director Kroells added that this would cover their cost in doing a thorough background check. 


Councilmember Eisinger moved to approve the Massage License Ordinance; seconded by Councilmember Maas-Kusske. Motion passed 5-0.
Melvin asked the Council to approve the summary ordinance, which would be published in the local newspaper. 

Councilmember DeLuca moved to approve the summary Massage License Ordinance; seconded by Councilmember Eisinger. Motion passed 5-0.
H. 
Text Amendment-Chapters 92 Animals, To Further Define the Total Number 
           and Types of Animals Permitted, Ordinance No. 277
City Melvin stated that the City Planner was currently at another City meeting and they would proceed until he arrived, but added that all comments should be raised and asked.

Melvin reported that the text amendment includes:

· Definition of Animals (domesticated non-domesticated)

· Definition of Animals (Urban Farm Animals)

· Definition of Beekeeping

· Definition of Chickens

Melvin commented that the Planning Commission had spent two meetings working on the text amendment changes, specifically the text around raising chickens. Melvin highlighted the areas added to define chickens:

· Definition of Chicken Coop

· Definition of Rooster

· Amendments to the limitations on keeping the number of animals permitted.

· Additions for the harboring and keeping of chickens, ducks and geese

    Melvin stated that the Planning Commission approved the text amendments at their December 4 meeting. While chickens are not currently allowed in the City limits, Melvin stated that staff has received several complaints regarding chickens roaming the city and have witnessed them throughout the City. Melvin added that the text amendments are not to punish residents that want chickens, but to set guidelines that maintain them within residential properties and prohibit free-range chickens. 

Melvin also added that staff has received several complaints regarding one residential property harboring pigs and goats. In addition, the Planning Commission wanted the changes to address the feeding of stray dogs and cats.

Melvin commented that it is the intent of the ordinance to address the number of animals permitted by property owner, as staff constantly receives questions about this issue. 

Councilmember Eisinger moved to approve Ordinance 277; seconded by Councilmember Maas-Kusske. Motion passed 5-0. 
Melvin asked the Council to approve the summary ordinance, which would be published in the local newspaper. 

Councilmember McCoy moved to approve the summary Ordinance 277; seconded by Councilmember DeLuca. Motion passed 5-0.
I. 
Text Amendment-Chapter 153, General Fencing, Screening, Landscaping 
           and Storage, to provide more details pertaining to fencing requirements 
           and fencing permits, Ordinance No. 278
Melvin began the report with identifying the areas of the amendment changes:
· Building permit would be required for all fences over 6ft tall.

· A zoning permit would be required for all other fences, this allows staff and residents to ensure that the fencing is being placed on correct property lines and that a survey of the land be on record.

· Changes clarify the ability to place a fence on the property line with the written permission from neighboring property owners. While property owners may change, Melvin added that most of the complaints come from residents that claim they did not have knowledge of the fence and it is not within the proper property lines and variances. 

· The addition of easements-public and private section to address how fences impact easements and what property owners can install.

Melvin stated that the Planning Commission had approved the changes at their December 4 meeting and was looking for Council approval. Melvin added that staff received several complaints this summer regarding fences in relationship to property lines and maintenance. The City received about 13 inquiries this summer.

  Councilmember Eisinger moved to approve the hiring of part-time help for 
  Public Works; seconded by Councilmember McCoy. Motion passed 5-0. 

J. Approval for Audio Work in the Council Chambers

Melvin stated that staff has received complaints from audience members during the Council meetings about not being able to hear. Staff is aware that the new Council Chambers is larger than the old and has worked with staff from the Lake Minnetonka Communications Commission and received two bids on the project. Alpha Video was the lower bid and is proposing:

· The addition of 9 mics for the Council and podium

· The addition of 8 speakers in the ceiling to assist audience hearing the Council and guest speakers

· The total project is quoted at $9,612

Councilmember Eisinger moved to accept the quote from Alpha Video; seconded by Councilmember DeLuca. Motion passed 5-0.
K. Sign Package Approval for 5030 Highway 12

Melvin provided a brief report about the Design Guidelines and the relationship to signs within the cities by new businesses. Melvin added that the Design Guidelines suggest that all signage should be designated to be at neighborhood and local scale, meaning that all signs must be in proportion of the surrounding area and create a community feeling. In addition, the Design Guidelines encourage that signs be backlit rather than internally lit. 

Melvin reported that the Planning Commission approved the proposed sign package with the following recommendations:

· The sign shall be Cooperplate Gothic Gold Font with White Outline

· The sign shall be backlit

· The sigh shall include “Beer, Wine, Spirits” lettering as depicted

· The applicant select the color to match their interior red logo

Melvin provided illustrations of the proposed signs. 

Councilmember Maas-Kusske moved to approve the Sign Package for 5030 Highway 12; seconded by Councilmember Eisinger. Motion passed 5-0.
L. Maple Plain Fire Department Election Results

Melvin reported that the Fire Department is looking for Council approval on their recent election results:

· Dave Eisinger-Chief

· Assistant Chief One-Scott Hartman

· Assistant Chief Two-Chris Doyle

· President-Tom McConn

· Vice President-Tom Lowry

· Secretary-Craig Johnson

Melvin added that Councilmember Eisinger would be abstaining from this vote.

Councilmember DeLuca moved to approve Fire Department Elections; seconded by Councilmember McCoy. Motion passed 4-0. Councilmember Eisinger abstained from the vote. 

9. LEGISLATIVE/INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
    
Melvin reported that the City of Maple Plain continues to be active in the Highway 12 Safety Coalition. At their recent meeting, MNDoT agreed to look at Highway 12 and 
       determine where rumble strips could be added past Orono. 

Councilmember McCoy asked that the Council and staff look at a street lighting plan to light up the Highway 12 that runs through Maple Plain a bit more. 

10. COUNCIL REPORTS AND OTHER BUSINESS
Melvin reminded residents of the following seasonal guidelines:

· The Compost Site is closed
· The Tennis Courts are closed
· The ice rink will be up and running when the weather cooperates. It is run by volunteers.
· There is a no parking rule at night enforced to allow proper snowplowing.
VISITORS TO BE HEARD
Note: This is a courtesy extended to persons wishing to address the City Council who are not on the agenda. A completed public comment should be presented to the City Administrator prior to the meeting. Presentations will be limited to 3 minutes. The session will be limited to 15 minutes. 

Judy Sutherland spoke on the following topics:
· She noted that she appreciated the Tree Lighting done by the Chamber, but added that she would like to see more participation from other businesses. She added that the museum/library was the only well-lit building in town. She also added that she would like to see the Council continue with the tree lighting.
· She asked the Council who would be the Acting Mayor. Melvin replied that Council appointments would be made at the first of the year.
· She noted that the flags are in need of replacement and that the banners should be removed with the holiday ornaments. Melvin added that with only one public works staff they are working on these issues and have to contract someone to come to Maple Plain to assist with that work.
Judy Lanoey spoke on the following topics:

· She suggested that there should be no parking on Boundary Avenue. As a resident of the area, she expressed concern with public safety, street plowing and that Collision Corners has created a mess that needs to be addressed.
· She added that the Oak Street also needs to be cleaned up by Collision Corners as there are car parts throughout the area. Melvin added that the City Planner and herself have met with Collision Corners to address these issues. In addition, Melvin added that the Council will be addressing parking issues at their next meeting. 
11. ADJOURNMENT
 Councilmember Eisinger moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:04 p.m., but stated that they would continue their workshop meeting; seconded by Councilmember Maas-Kusske. Motion passed 5-0.
