Maple Plain City Council Truth In Taxation Hearing
Meeting Minutes
December 1, 2014
Maple Plain City Hall

1. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Young called the meeting to order at 6 p.m. 

Present: Mayor Jerry Young and Councilmembers Dave Eisinger, Justin McCoy, Mike DeLuca and Julie Maas-Kusske. Also present was City Administrator, Tessia Melvin.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
3. TRUTH IN TAXATION PUBLIC HEARING 

Melvin presented the proposed 2015 budget to the Council. Per state law a Truth-in-Taxation public hearing is required in cities over 500. The public hearing allows residents to express their opinions on the budget and on the proposed property taxes of various agencies. 
Melvin stated that the Council worked on a five-year budget to help forecast costs and plan for future projects. The purpose of budgeting is to improve decision making related to spending. The five-year budget creates accountability and transparency. 

Melvin reported that the proposed 2015 budget is $1,685,581, which is an increase of $25,000. This amount will pay for the increase in the West Hennepin Public Safety budget. Melvin reported that the proposed tax levy is $1,415,305, which is an increase of $60,000. Melvin added that the majority of the increase is to pay for debt service and noted that in 2013 some debt was not budgeted for payment in 2014. 
Melvin added that some financial notes to include:

· Completed 6 community reinvestment projects
· Grant, other funding awarded
· Nearly $3,200,000 since 2008
· Shared Services should result in at least $12,000 savings in 2015
· “AA” bond rating
· Uncommon for community size of Maple Plain
· Good indicator of financial strength of community
· Strong budget management, long-term planning & foresight
There were no visitors in the audience. 

Melvin stated that the budget would be voted on Monday, December 8, and noted the time change from 7 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. with the workshop being held after the meeting. 

4. VISITORS TO BE HEARD
Note: This is a courtesy extended to persons wishing to address the Council who are not on the agenda. A completed public comment should be presented to the City Administrator prior to the meeting. Presentations will be limited to 3 minutes. The session will be limited to 15 minutes.

There were no visitors.


5. OTHER BUSINESS


Melvin mentioned some concerns regarding the massage establishments in town 
     and noted that changes to the current ordinance will be on Monday’s agenda.


6. Adjourn
Councilmember McCoy moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:40 p.m.; seconded by Councilmember Eisinger. Motion passed 5-0.
