Maple Plain City Council Workshop
Meeting Minutes
October 13, 2014
Maple Plain City Hall

1. CALL TO ORDER

Acting Mayor Young called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

Present: Councilmembers Dave Eisinger, Justin McCoy, Mike DeLuca and Jerry Young. Also present were City Administrator, Tessia Melvin and City Attorney, Jeff Carson. 

Absent: Mayor Hackbarth

2. ADOPT AGENDA


Councilmember Eisinger moved to adopt the agenda with two additional items; seconded by Councilmember McCoy. Motion passed 4-0.


3. MAILBOXES ON THE CONSTRUCTION PROJECT

Councilmember Eisinger asked the Council for their opinion about providing mailboxes and placing them for residents. The Council did not agree to provide new mailboxes. 

4. VACANCY IN THE OFFICE OF MAYOR

Melvin reported per direction of the Council that she recorded the last meeting of the Mayor to be July 14. In addition, the Mayor had only attended 40 % of meetings during 2014.
Carson reported that the State statute MS 1945 states:

Subd. 2a. Vacancy. Except as otherwise provided in subdivision 2b, a vacancy in an office shall be filled by council appointment until an election is held as provided in this subdivision. In case of a tie vote in council, the mayor shall make the appointment. If the vacancy occurs before the first day to file affidavits of candidacy for the next regular city election and more than two years remain in the unexpired term, a special election shall be held at or before the next city election and the appointed person shall serve until the qualification of the successor elected at a special election to fill the unexpired portion of the term. If a vacancy occurs on or after the first day to file affidavits of candidacy for the regular city election or when less than two years remain in the unexpired term, there need not be a special election to fill the vacancy and the appointed person shall serve until the qualification of a successor. The council must specify by ordinance under what circumstances it will hold a special election to fill a vacancy other than a special election held at the same time as a regular city election. 

Subd. 2b. Inability or refusal to serve. A vacancy in the office of mayor or councilmember may be declared by the council when the officeholder is unable to serve in the office or attend council meetings for a 90-day period. If any of the preceding conditions occurs, the council may, after it has by resolution declared a vacancy exit, fill the vacancy at a regular or special council meeting for the remainder of the unexpired term, or until the person is again able to resume duties and attend council meetings, whichever is earlier. When the person is again able to resume duties and attend council meetings, the council shall by resolution remove the temporary officeholder and restore the original officeholder. 

There was much discussion on this topic as the Council understands the recent negative publicity of the City, the needs of the residents and the work that must continue.
Carson presented the resolution, which he was asked to create after the September 22 workshop. The Council reviewed the resolution and agreed to present it at the regular meeting. 

There was much discussion on the filling the vacancy. Carson reported that due to the timing of this, he would wait for an appointment after the elections.  

5. STREET LIGHTS

Councilmember McCoy asked the Council for their opinion about adding street lighting to the capital improvement plan. The Council directed staff to add it to the capital improvement plan, as this is in alignment with the Design Guidelines.

6. POTENTIAL PAVING OF RAINBOW PARK TRAIL
Melvin reminded the Council that the after the September 22 workshop, they directed City Engineer Dan Boyum to get quotes on the paving of Rainbow Park trail. Melvin added that several residents had requested this and that there was a current petition asking the Council for a paved trail at Rainbow Park. Melvin also added that it was originally part of the scope of the project, but was taken out of the scope because the City did not receive a grant for the project.
Melvin presented the potential cost to the Council.

The costs below are for the outer loop of the trail (2580’) with a 2.5” bituminous base.

Paving 2580 x $17.85 per foot  = $46,053

Grading and topsoil 580’ x $4.00 = $10,320

Seed                                                  =$1,966.67

        $58,339.67 x 1.05 % = $61,256.65

The Council asked for staff to bring this to the regular meeting.
5. POTENTIAL AED DONATION TO HEARTSAFE
Melvin reported that with the upcoming move to the Discovery Center, the AED will not need to be moved as the Discovery Center. Melvin added that the HeartSafe representatives asked if the City would donate it to them, so they could provide it to a business at a reduced price. The goal of HeartSafe is to provide AEDs in the community and provide training to the community. 
Carson added that municipalities cannot usually donate equipment that was purchased. Councilmember Eisinger added that it was receive through a grant. Carson concluded that the City could donate the AED.

6. COMPOSTING ON PRIVATE PROPERTY

    Melvin updated the Council on a residential dispute that staff is looking for some    
    guidance. Staff has received several calls from a property owner on Three Oaks 
    Avenue about her neighbor’s yard. Staff did write a nuisance letter to the property 
    owner regarding a brush pile, which was removed. Currently the property owner is 
    complaining about a compost pile located behind the garage of her neighbor’s 
    property. The City Planner and Director of Public Safety did inspect the property 
    and did not feel that the pile was against the ordinance. The ordinance does not 
    specifically allow or prohibit compost piles. 
    
There was much discussion on this issue. Councilmember Eisinger added that composting is encouraged so this problem should not be an issue, as long as it is properly stored and does not house rodents. 

7. METRO WEST INSPECTIONS

Melvin reported that Metro West Inspections tried to schedule two apartment inspections. One property owner complied and the other did not and has not responded to the City’s letter. The City had not had apartment inspections since 2012. Melvin added that the property owner that did not comply recently had a resident stuck in the elevator and the fire department was called to break the door, as proper keys were not available. 

The Council asked staff to provide another letter and if they do not comply, then the Fire Chief would get the state involved. 

 8. OTHER BUSINESS
A. Move to the Discovery Center

Melvin reported that the City will be moving the City Hall on Friday, October 24.

B. Part-time Seasonal Help
Melvin reported that public works is down one employee due to Worker’s Comp. Melvin asked Council to consider hiring some additional seasonal help. The Council agreed to hire additional help as needed.

Melvin reported that Matt Morris passed his six month probation review. Melvin asked the Council to consider a raise, as this was discussed during the hiring process. The Council agreed.  

13. ADJOURNMENT

Councilmember DeLuca moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:40p.m.; seconded by Councilmember Eisinger. Motion passed 4-0.
