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LETTER FROM COUNCILMEMBER JULIE MAAS-KUSSKE 

Fall is my favorite time of the year if we don’t get frost too early or 
have a Halloween snow storm. Of course we are all accused of saying 
“where did the summer go?”. Fall to me is nice because of the cooler 
weather, continuous change of colors with field crops and trees, yet 
there is still plenty of green grass in our lawns and fields. It would be 
perfect if we had the long hours of daylight that we have in June! 
 

Coming soon will be our Fire Departments’ Open 
Houses. Maple Plain, Loretto and Delano Depart-
ments serve Independence. Stop in and thank our 
Fire Personnel for their dedication and service 
when they have their “Open House”. The Maple 
Plain Department also has a wonderful steak meal 
as a fundraiser. 
 

Soon several of our older paved roads will have a 
new surface.  We want to preserve their life expec-
tancy. When we bonded for this  
project we applied for a bond rating. We received a wonderful rating of 
AA plus. As a result, interest on that bond sale was less than 3 
percent.       Continued on page 2 

As I sit and reflect on the past nine months that I have 
had the privilege to be one of the voices for my neigh-
bors in Maple Plain, I think of the two questions I get 
asked most: do you like being on the City Council and 
why did you run for City Council?   
 

To answer the first question: Yes, I do like serving on 
the Maple Plain City Council! I enjoy the meetings. 
Okay, to be completely honest most of the meetings.  
I think I speak for all my fellow councilmembers when 
I say no one enjoys assessing our neighbors, not 
being able to help a neighbor with a personal need, 
or having to raise taxes/charges more so we can 
keep up with current needs and be prepared for the 
future.                                                                     Continued on page 3 

LETTER FROM INDEPENDENCE MAYOR JOHNSON 

MPFD Open House and 

Steak Fry: Sat. Oct. 3,  

1pm - 7 pm 

Maple Plain Councilmember 

Maas-Kusske 
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LETTER FROM MAYOR JOHNSON (CONTINUED…) 

 

LETTERS FROM OUR 

CITY COUNCILS 

City of Independence Meetings 

 
City Council: 2nd & 4th Tuesdays  

at 7:30 PM 
Planning Commission: 2nd Monday  

at 7:30 PM 

 
 

City Council: 2nd & 4th Mondays at 7:00 PM 
Council Workshops: 4th Monday at 5:30 PM 

Economic Development Authority: 2nd Monday at 5:30 PM                  
Planning Commission: 1st Thursday at 7:00 PM 

Parks Commission: 3rd Monday at 7:00 PM  

City of Maple Plain Meetings 

We want to thank those who hosted a “Night to Unite” neighborhood party. It was 
a beautiful evening and there was great participation. I was able to visit four  
locations.  
 

The City Council and staff are busy trying to prepare for next year’s budget. By 
the time you receive this newsletter, most all units of government will have es-
tablished a preliminary levy. The final levy is set in December which cannot be 
increased and often times is decreased.  
 
November 3rd is the City of Independence and some of our school districts elec-
tion. For the City, the election is for the Mayor’s position and two Council seats. 
Orono School has three school board member seats to vote on. Westonka has four school board 
seats to vote on. Delano has two different bond issues to vote on which would cover much needed 
remodeling, technology upgrades and building additions. The second bond, if approved, is dependent 
upon the first bond issue passing. Rockford school district residents have no school issues this year. 
 

Several people have noticed some unusual activity in one of our family’s hay fields just south of the 
cemetery on County Road 90. A television firm called “In An Instant” has filmed two different produc-
tions there this past month.  The first was about a tornado that hit a country school in Oklahoma. The 
second is about the biggest bonfire pile that was being built by Texas A&M University students at Col-
lege Station, Texas, when twelve students were killed and several injured. The showing on television 
of these two productions will be sometime next spring. When known, we will try to inform you in this 
newsletter. 
 

Enjoy fall, be informed for election day November 3rd, and be sure to vote. 
 

MARVIN D. JOHNSON, MAYOR, INDEPENDENCE 

Marvin D. 

Johnson  

The Circus came to the City of Independence on Thursday, July 23. It was a fun event for all ages! 
The Maple Plain Fire Department did the elephant wash at 3:00 p.m. and the elephants looked like 
they were thoroughly enjoying the cool water on the hot afternoon. There were two shows: 4:30 
and 7:30 p.m.. Prior to each, West Hennepin Public Safety Reserve Officer, Lisa Schreiber, got to 
ride the elephant in the big top. Both shows were filled with lots of hard work and talent by the cir-
cus personnel. A big thank you to all of our sponsors, West Hennepin Public Safety Police and Re-
serves, Maple Plain Fire Department, City staff, and all who came! 

CITY OF INDEPENDENCE CIRCUS - THANK YOU! 
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LETTERS FROM OUR  

CITY COUNCILS 

UPCOMING EVENTS AROUND TOWN 
 October 3 -   Maple Plain Fire Department Steak Fry (1 p.m. - 7 p.m.)  

October 3 -                   Maple Plain Historic Museum Open House (2 p.m. - 6 p.m.) 
 October 4 - 10 -  National Fire Prevention week  
 October 10 -   Loretto Fire Department Open House 
 October 24 -   Boo Market at MPFC Parking Lot  (10 a.m. - 1 p.m.) 
 November 11 -   Veterans Day - City offices closed 
 November 27 -   Thanksgiving - City offices closed 
 November 28 -   Thanksgiving - City offices closed 
 December 5 -   35th Annual “View Santa” (New This Year: Stopping at Maple Plain 

                                      City Hall 5050 Independence St.) 
 December 24-25 -   City offices closed 

LETTER FROM COUNCILMEMBER MAAS-KUSSKE (CONTINUED…) 

I enjoy the meetings because we follow Roberts Rules of Order and most importantly every person has 
an opportunity to be heard. Being the only new councilmember has its challenges because there is a lot 
to learn and I do not know all of the history so I ask a lot of questions, and my colleagues have been pa-
tient and helpful.  I was surprised by how much time I spend reading packets so I can be prepared for 
meetings.  My favorite part of being on the council is my interactions with the community members and 
business owners. Especially when we are welcoming a new business into town with a ribbon cutting cer-
emony, out visiting at Night to Unite parties, making business visits, and get stopped by residents who 
have questions or comments about something in Maple Plain. It is a joy and privilege to be your neigh-
bor and one of your voices. 
 

To answer the second question, I ran for city council because I am passionate about Maple Plain and I 
am invested in the community.  I have lived in the 55359 zip code since I was five years old.  I wanted to 
bring a new and fresh perspective to the team.  I want Maple Plain to continue to be a great place to live, 
work and play and where everyone feels safe and welcome.  This cannot be done alone. YOU all have 
an active and important role in making that happen. Thank you for what you do to make Maple Plain a 
great city!   
 

We may be a small city, but we offer a lot.  Recently, I enjoyed seeing many of you at the Night to Unite 
block parties, the Haven Homes front yard BBQ, and the celebration of Maple Plain Days.  I look forward 
to seeing you at some of the upcoming activities in our great city. The Maple Plain Fire Department 
Steak Fry and Open House is on October 3. The Chamber of Commerce Boo Market on October 24. I 
hope to see you out and about in the community on Small Business Saturday on November 28, and at 
one of my favorite events the annual West Hennepin Public Safety Reserves’ “View Santa” on Dec. 5. 
 
It takes more than a good staff and five city councilmembers to have a great city.  We have the: Park’s 
Commission, Economic Development Authority, Planning Commission, American Legion Auxiliary, Ma-
ple Plain Days Committee, Fire Commission, Paul Stinson Legion Post 514,  West Hennepin Chamber 
of Commerce, Police Commission and many more organizations in Maple Plain. I encourage you to get 
involved with one of these groups or another group in the community and share your ideas, passion, 
time and energy.  Together we will continue to accomplish great things and make Maple Plain Shine. 
 
JULIE MAAS-KUSSKE, COUNCILMEMBER, CITY OF MAPLE PLAIN 
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PUBLIC SAFETY NEWS 

HIGHWAY 12 SAFETY COALITION UPDATE 

With the recent fatality crashes in August along Highway 12 in Cities of Independ-
ence and Orono, I am routinely asked what we are doing to make Highway 12  
safer for all citizens. 
 
The Highway 12 Safety Coalition (Coalition) was formed in July 2014 to see what 
can be done to make our roads safer and protect all of our citizens.  Representa-
tives from Wayzata, Long Lake, Orono, Maple Plain, Independence, Delano,  
Montrose, Waverly, Howard Lake and Cokato are all members of the Coalition.  It 
encompasses 34 miles of Highway 12 from the new Super 2 Highway in Wayzata 
and through all of Wright County.  The Coalition meets routinely on the first  
Thursday of every month at Delano City Hall at 2 p.m. 
 
The Coalition has adopted the ‘Towards Zero Deaths’ philosophy which is ‘how do we reduce traffic crash 
injuries and fatalities’.  We focus on the four E’s:  education, emergency medical services (EMS) enforce-
ment and engineering.  The Coalition works with MnDOT, all local cities and representatives, Hennepin 
County, Wright County and our state representatives and senators to see what can we do to make this 
road safer. The fifth e is Everyone working together!  
 
I am happy to say that we have worked very well together to find improvements and will continue to find 
short-term, mid-range and long term goals.  Some of the short term goals that we’ve successfully com-
pleted are the installation of rumble strips from Highway 12 and County Road 6 to the Delano border.  
LED intersection lighting along Highway 12 through the City of Independence is coming Fall 2015.  
MnDOT looking to redesign left turn lanes at Highway 12 and County Road 90 and Highway 12 and 
County Road 92 are projected for Spring 2016 with many other mid-range and long term goals being 
identified as well. 
 
A Highway 12 Safety Audit Technical Report was completed by MnDOT and the Highway 12 Safety Coa-
lition to identify all of hazards and possible changes that can be made within our Highway 12 corridor.  
This detailed report can be found on Mn-Dot’s website at http://www.dot.state.mn.us/trafficeng/safety/rsa/
us12rsafinalreport.pdf.  The report is very in-depth, technical and encompasses new, innovative thinking 
in regards to traffic safety and engineering for both mid-range and long term goals. 
 
The section of Highway 12 that runs through City of Independence is a unique highway with very high 
traffic volumes for its intended design. It is an outdated road that needs to be redesigned and replaced.  
The Coalition continues to work with MnDOT and they have committed to putting a redesign of Highway 
12 through Independence on paper, but this will take time. Citizens and business owners will be updated 
on the continued progress of the Coalition and any changes that might occur to make these roads safer. 
 
West Hennepin Public Safety, City of Independence and City of Maple Plain are all committed to making 
Highway 12 safer for the citizens within our jurisdictions as well as the motorists who travel Highway 12 
through our cities.  Be confident that we are looking for solutions to protect all of you and your loved ones 
each and every day as well. 
 
Crashes are not accidents.  They can be prevented.  Please pay attention while driving, put the cell 
phone away and focus on your task at hand – that is to drive safely to your destination.  We value your 
life! 

WHPS  

Director 

Gary Kroells 
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ENVIRONMENTAL 

REMINDERS AND UPDATES 

LEARN TO RECYCLE IN EVERY ROOM 

Did you know that about half of your home’s recyclables never make it to the recycling bin? To recy-
cle all you can, recycle everywhere you can.  
 

Make recycling easy and convenient 
Start by putting a recycling bin, bag or box next to every trash can in your 
house. Get creative, hang a bag on your doorknob for recyclables. Make 
sure to label the bins so everyone knows how to sort.  
 

Recycle in every room 
People do well recycling kitchen items, but other rooms in our homes 
have recyclables as well, such as the bathrooms, laundry rooms, and 
home offices.  
 

Bathrooms: 
 Shampoo, soap, lotion, mouthwash and contact lens cleaner bottles. Keep caps on bottles, but 

remove and toss pumps and spray nozzles.  
 Boxes from toothpaste, medications and other toiletries 
 Empty medicine bottles 
 Empty toilet paper rolls 
 Plastic containers from baby wipes and cleaning wipes 
 

Laundry Room: 
 Laundry detergent and fabric softener bottles. Keep caps on plastic bottles.  
 Stain remover and other cleaner bottles. Remove and toss spray pumps 
 Plastic cat litter jugs 
 Dryer sheet and laundry detergent boxes 
 

Office: 
 Paper, including shredded paper. Place in closed paper bag 
 Mail, catalogs, magazines and newspaper 
 Office supply boxes 
 Paper file folders 
 Soft cover books 
 Tissue boxes 
 
Learn more about how to Recycle Everywhere at www.hennepin.us/recycleeverywhere.  

NOTICE TO RESIDENTS:  
Be smart about suspicious activity. If someone comes to your home trying to sell  
you something, call 911 or West Hennepin Public Safety (WHPS) at 763 479-0500.  
Door to door sales are not permitted without a background check and proper  
approval through WHPS. 
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AND EVENTS 

Halloween is just around the corner….boo! 
 
On October 24, the West Hennepin Chamber of Commerce will 
be host to the Boo Market. The market will feature all sorts of 
scary fun like: pumpkin decorating, cookie decorating, bounce 
house, costume contest, crafts and more! 
 
Join us at the Maple Plain Food Center parking lot, from 10:00 
a.m. - 1:00 p.m., located at 1500 Howard Avenue, Maple Plain.  

WEST HENNEPIN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE BOO MARKET 

SAFETY REMINDER FOR HALLOWEEN 

The Cities of Maple Plain and Independence, and West Hennepin Public 

Safety would like to remind residents that a safe Halloween is a fun  
Halloween!  
 
Safety tips for parents and trick-or-treaters:  
 Children should be accompanied by an adult;  
 Use sidewalks and if sidewalks are not present, walk toward  
     oncoming traffic; 
 Look both ways before crossing the street;    
 Use reflective tape on costumes or carry and use a flashlight;  
 To reduce the risk of trips and falls, avoid masks or costumes that limit vi-

sion or movement.  
 

Some safety tips for motorists:  
 Watch for children 
 Obey traffic signs and signals. Reduce your speed, especially in residential areas where 
     children are likely to be present;  
 Trick-or-Treaters may not pay attention to traffic; be prepared to stop if someone darts out  
      midblock or from between park cars;  
 Don’t text and drive and avoid being distracted by electronic devices.  

West Hennepin Public Safety 
 
Julie Maas-Kusske 
 
Lyndale Lutheran Church 
 

Maple Plain Fire Department 

Anne Rothstein Agency 
Annie Funke-Thompson 



7  

Page 7 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

AND EVENTS 

35TH ANNUAL “VIEW SANTA” EVENT  

West Hennepin Public Safety Reserves are sponsoring the 35th Annual “VIEW 
SANTA” Event which will be held on December 5, 2015.   

 

The Reserves will be collecting NONPERISHABLE food and 
monetary donations for the Maple Plain Food Shelf as Santa 

comes by.   
 
For route information and time estimates, please visit www.mapleplain.com or www.westhennepin.com.  

Yes, our Maple Plain Historical Museum has advanced to taking memberships. We are 
offering supporting memberships for $20.00 and business memberships for $40.00. 
We also accept one time donations if that suits you better. Memberships and donations 
would enable us to reside the museum building, and scan and record historical docu-
ments. It would be through your generosity and support that we can continue to grow 
and preserve our Maple Plain history. 
 
We have become a non-profit 501 (c) 3  
organization that is entrusted with the  
documentation, preservation of information, and ma-
terial of Maple Plain. We are always interested in old 

photos, articles on people and businesses of Maple Plain. We certain-
ly would want you to stop and think before you toss anything related to 
our town. We would like you to add to our already rich history. Please 
stop in and see our photos, wedding dress, war uniform, etc.  
 
Our mailing address is: P.O.Box 324, Maple Plain, MN 55359.  
We open upon request. Please call JoAnn Ree at 763-479-1926.  

The Museum will have an 

OPEN HOUSE on  
Saturday, October 3 

2 p.m. - 6 p.m.  

Located at 5240 Main St. 

IF YOU ARE NOT A MEMBER YET, JOIN THE MUSEUM 

WEST HENNEPIN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE MONTHLY MEETINGS 

The West Hennepin Chamber of Commerce meets  every 2
nd

 Tuesday of the 
month at the Maple Plain City Hall, 5050 Independence Street.  

Meetings start at Noon and last one hour. 

 If you are interested in attending, come visit. The Chamber offers 
great services to businesses and it is a great place to network with 
other professionals.  

The Cities of Maple Plain and Independence are on Facebook.  
Like our pages and get updates on upcoming City events.  
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AND EVENTS 

WeCAN AND WeCAB OFFER SERVICES TO RESIDENTS 

WeCAN is a non-profit organization that provides Meals on Wheels, a Mobile Market, emergency as-
sistance to prevent homelessness, and other family support. For more information please visit the 
WeCAN website at www.wecan-help.org.  

 
WeCAB (Community Area Busing) is a network of volunteers whose mis-
sion is to provide safe, affordable, flexible and supplemental transportation 
for medical appointments, shopping local businesses, worship services, 
community services, errands, and weekend access to metro transit.  
 
WeCAB serves the communities of Minnetrista, Mound, Navarre, Spring 
Park, St. Bonifacius, Maple Plain, Chanhas-
sen, Chaska, and Victoria. 

 
For more information, please visit the WeCAB website at www.wecab.org.  

WORLD’S LARGEST WOMEN’S PATRIOTIC SERVICE ORGANIZATION 

We have a local group right here in Maple Plain supporting our veterans.  
For nearly a century, the American Legion Auxiliary has been serving, helping, and meeting the 
needs of our nation’s veterans, military, and their families - both here and abroad.  
 

Why join the this organization? Because we help serve America’s veterans in many ways; 

here are some: 
 
 By providing the ability for those suffering with PTSD to have a trained canine companion to help 

them when they are suffering most. 
 By supplying needed items to those in Veterans Hospitals such as socks to keep their feet warm, 

decks of cards to keep their spirits up and more. 
 By helping families that are hurting financially to feed their families while their loved one is serv-

ing.  
 

Meetings are held monthly (2nd Thursday of the month) at the Maple Plain City Hall.  

OLSON’S MARKET TO LEAVE MAPLE PLAIN 

After serving the residents of Maple Plain and the community for many 
years, Olson’s Market will close on the sale of their property on Octo-
ber 15 to the City of Maple Plain. The property will  
become part of Maple Plain’s Downtown Development. Thank you to 
Greg Reedy, Mike Olson and staff for your years of service and hospi-
tality. We will miss you. 
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COMMUNITY NEWS  

AND EVENTS 

LORETTO FIRE DEPARTMENT OPEN HOUSE  

 

Date:        Saturday, October 10 

Time:        4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.  

Location:  Loretto Fire Station 

  259 N. Medina Street, Loretto, MN 55357 

 
Enjoy a Pig Roast Dinner (free will offering), games, inflatables,  
Silent Auction, face painting, Fire Truck Rides, demonstrations, free  
drawings and more!  
 
Come meet local Firefighters and tour the Fire Station! 

BOOK SALE! LYNDALE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

WHERE:  Lyndale Lutheran Church  
  8012 County Road 6, Maple Plain, MN 55359 
 

WHEN: Friday, October 9 (9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.) 
  Saturday, October 10 (9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.) 
  Sunday, October 11 (9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.)  

CRIME PREVENTION SIGNS TO BE PLACED IN LOCAL PARKS 

West Hennepin Police Department (WHPS) and surrounding police 
agencies have received multiple reports of thefts from motor vehicles 
that are parked in residential driveways and parking lots in the Cities 
of Maple Plain and Independence.   
 
The vehicle thefts are occurring when people leave valuable items 
such as iPhones, computers, headphones, wallets, purses, and even 
cash within eye sight of your locked vehicle. The thieves are breaking 
windows and stealing items from the vehicles.  
 
WHPS reminds residents to remove valuable items from your vehicle, 
lock the doors, and park your vehicle in a well-lit area that is visible to 
witnesses.  

 
Call 9-1-1 IMMEDIATELY to report anything you observe that does 
not look right, looks out of place, or is suspicious. WHPS will respond 
to check it out. We are here to keep our community safe and catch 
the offenders. You may reference this alert to the police dispatcher.   
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

AND EVENTS 

MAPLE PLAIN SNOWMOBILE CLUB - JOIN THE CLUB & HAVE FUN! 

Who They Are 
The Maple Plain Snomads started as a non-profit, volunteer organization in 2011. 
 
Trails 
The Snomads' goal is to build and maintain snowmobile trails in the Maple Plain, 
Minnesota area with the help of Northwest Trails Association, the Department of 
Natural Resources, and their grant-in-aid program, and most importantly, the per-
mission of private land owners as well as government agencies.  
 

Fun and Safety 
The club coordinates local member rides, plays “snowmobile softball” with another snowmobile club, and 
engages in many other formal and informal gatherings where information about the sport and friendship 
are shared.  Family involvement is encouraged. We feel the future of snowmobiling depends on all 
snowmobilers working together to promote the sport. Being a member of the Maple Plain Snomads is a 
way to promote safe, responsible snowmobiling as well as supporting a good trail system to snowmobile 
on. It’s a great way to make some new friends and learn more about the sport you so enjoy. 
 
What do members do? 
Members attend meetings and become active in one or more of the many volunteer opportunities: 

                   Develop new trails • Brush, maintain and mark trails • Plan and run fundraisers 

              Volunteer at youth snowmobile safety classes • Lead or participate in local group rides 

 

For more information, please visit the Snomads’ website: www.mpsnowmads.com.  
 
In addition, check the website for information regarding the Snomads’ Annual “Kick-Off” party 

held in December at Monies.  
 
Snomads Meetings are held the 2nd Wednesday of each month (September through April) at 8:00 

p.m. at Monies Bar and Grill (4820 Highway 12, Maple Plain, MN 55359).  

All residents and interested parties are invited to attend the Independence Candidate Forum on 
Monday, October 5, 2015! 
 
Location: Independence City Hall- 1920 County Rd 90, Independence, MN 55359 
 
6:30 - Informal reception to meet the candidates 
7:00 -  Candidate Forum  
 
The forum will be moderated by the League of Women Voters 

CITY OF INDEPENDENCE UPCOMING ELECTIONS FOR CITY COUNCIL 
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SOME SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

Treasure Island Casino Trip 
$23.00 (Includes $18.00 in slot 
play and $3.00 food coupon) 
Thurs. October 8 at 7:30 a.m. 

 
Oktoberfest Celebration with 

German music and lunch 
Please RSVP 

Weds. October 14  

 
Lunch Trip to Moscow on the 

Hill (St. Paul) - Russian Food 
$6.00 Van Fee 

Thurs. October 29  
Bus leaves at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Thanksgiving Celebration 
RSVP Encouraged 

Weds. November 18 
 

Buddy: The Buddy Holly Story 
History Theater 

$31.00 
Tues. November 24  

8:30 a.m.  
 

Christmas My Way 
Plymouth Playhouse 

$30.00 Van Fee 
Thurs. December 10   

1:00 p.m.  

 
Ridgedale Shopping Trip 

$6.00 van fee 
Mon. December 14 

9:00 a.m. 
 

Movie Club is held  
Thursdays at 1:00 p.m. 

 
Upcoming Dates: 

October 8 
October 15 
October 22 
October 29 
November 5 

Legal Aid Help* 1st Mon. of each month 1:00 and 1:30 p.m. 

Eye Glass Repair 1st Tue. of each month 11:30 a.m. 

Blood Pressure  

Clinic 

Tuesdays Noon - 2 p.m. 

Exercise Wed. & Fri. 11:20 - 11:40 a.m. 

BINGO Mon 11:15 a.m./Fri. 12:40 p.m.  

500 Cards 2nd & 4th Wed. 1:00 p.m. 

Bridge 2nd & 4th Mon.  1:00 p.m. 

Farkel 1st & 3rd Tue. 1:00 p.m. 

“Mexican Train”  

Dominos 

2nd & 4th Tue. 1:00 p.m. 

Cribbage  1st & 3rd Wed.  1:00 p.m. 

Choir Practices every Mon.  10:00 a.m. 

Storytheater Will practice as performances 
are requested.  

TBD 

Writer’s Group 1st & 3rd Thur. 10:00 a.m. 

Book Club 3rd Wed. of each month  10:30 a.m. 

Birthdays  

Celebrated 

2nd Mon. of each month Noon 

Parkinson Support 

Group 

3rd Thur. of each month 1:30 p.m. 

The Delano Senior Center and Senior Dining Program is open  
Monday - Thursday from 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. and Fridays from 8:00 a.m. 

- 2:00 p.m.  All seniors are invited to participate in the Senior 
 Center's programs and nutritious meals served at noon every day!  Meals 
on Wheels is also available to homebound seniors. The center van is also 

available to bring seniors to the center and for other trips. 

CONTACTS 
Nick Neaton 

Senior Center  
Coordinator 

 
Linda VanLith  

Senior Center Assistant  
Coordinator 

  DELANO SENIOR CENTER 
234 2nd Street North 

Office: 763.972.0574   Fax: 763.972.9034 

 

 DELANO 

SENIOR CENTER 
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NEWS 

2015 STREETS OVERLAY PROJECT 

The City of Independence has prepared a long-term street upkeep and maintenance plan in an effort to 
extend the life of the City’s existing streets. The plan will be carried out in two phases which will allow the 
project to be efficiently funded by the City. The project will consist of applying a 1-1 ½ bituminous overlay 
on the following roads: 
 
 
 Broadmoor Drive  
 Egret Drive  
 South Budd Street   
 South Lake Sarah 

Drive   
 Nelson Road 
 Pagenkopf Road   
 Shady Beach Circle   
 City Hall Parking Lot   
 Fern Drive  
 Sunset Lane (West 

End) 
 Woodland Circle  
 Lake Sarah Heights 

Circle 
 Perkinsville Road 
 South Lakeshore 

Drive  
 North Town Line 

Road (Shared with 
Medina)  

 Dylan Lane 
 Anderson Estate 

Road  
 Franklin Hills Road  
 Rachel Ridge Court 
 Becker Road 
 Woodhill Lane 
 Geneker Way 

 
 
 
It is anticipated the project will start on or around October 5th, 2015 and will take approximately 2-3 
weeks to complete. The project will be managed so that there will be limited disruptions to overall traffic 
circulation and individual property access.  
 
For additional details about the project and up to date information, please visit the City’s webpage at the 
following address: 
www.independence.govoffice.com 
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Independence City Council  1920 County Rd 90, Independence 

Marvin Johnson 
Independence Mayor 

6325 County Road 6 
 

763.479.2274 
612.840.3433 

marvdjohnson@gmail.com 

Lynn Betts 
Independence Council 

6050 Pagenkopf Road 763.479.2789 bettslynn@gmail.com 

Brad Fisher 
Independence Council 

3670 Lake Haughey Rd 763.972.6251 fisherbradford@gmail.com 

Brad Spencer 
Independence Council 

4510 Shady Beach Cir. 612.616.7548 B.spencer@lakesarah.com 

Norm Wenck 
Independence Council 

4025 Windmill Drive 763.479.4200 nwenck@wenck.com 

Maple Plain  City Council  5050 Independence St, Maple Plain 

Jerry Young 
Maple Plain Mayor 

1554 Parkview Road 612.237.3115 Centricsoftware@yahoo.com 

Justin McCoy 
Maple Plain Council 

1459 Prairieland Ave. 763.200.4026 
763.238.6375 

justinhmccoy@gmail.com 

Dave Eisinger 
Maple Plain Council 

5785 Main Street W 763.479.2732 
612.670.4140 

dlzinger@frontiernet.net 

Julie Maas-Kusske 
Maple Plain Council 

1489 Three Oaks Ave. 763.479.6010 
 

JulieMaasKusske@gmail.com 

Mike DeLuca 
Maple Plain Council 

5825 Maple Ridge Dr. 763.200.6363 
612.801.5533 

michaeljohndeluca@gmail.com 

Independence Staff 
 

Larry Ende, Public Works Director 
lende@ci.independence.mn.us 

763.479.0530 
Bruce Satek, Building Inspector 
bsatek@ci.independence.mn.us 

763.479.0531 
Trish Bemmels, Office Assistant 
tbemmels@ci.independence.mn.us 

763.479.0527 

Beth Horner, Administrative Assistant 
bhorner@ci.independence.mn.us 

763.479.0527 

Mark Kaltsas, Interim City Administrator 

Maple Plain Staff 
 

Tessia Melvin Administrator-Clerk 
tmelvin@mapleplain.com 

763.479.0516 
Maggie McCallum, Assistant to Administrator 

mmccallum@mapleplain.com 
763.479.0515 

Matt Morris, Public Works 
Harry Stricklen, Public Works 
publicworks@mapleplain.com 

763.479.0525 
 

CONTACT  

INFORMATION 

Office Hours:  
Monday - Thursday: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Friday: 8 a.m. - Noon  

Office Hours:  
Monday - Friday: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  
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CITY OF 

MAPLE PLAIN NEWS 

TOWNHOME CONSTRUCTION TO BEGIN 

The “Meadows of Maple Plain” Townhome Development 
has begun grading and excavating. The developer plans to 
begin construction on one or two homes this fall. The de-
velopment will include an 18 - lot townhome development 
inthe Gateway District on the land between Howard and 
Boundary Avenue. The proposed development shows a 
series of 18 lots offering one level and two-story home de-
sign options. In addition to the townhomes, the developer 
will include a “tot lot” with high quality, permanent play-
ground equipment that would be  available to the public.  

HYDRANT FLUSHING SCHEDULED FOR BEGINNING OF OCTOBER 

Fall Hydrant Flushing will be scheduled for the first two weeks in October. This ensures the reliability 
of the hydrants and removes any mineral buildup in the system. Residents may notice discolored 
water for a short period of time after nearby hydrants have been flushed.  

Although flushing may occasionally discolor the water for a few minutes, it is 
safe to drink. However, you may want to reschedule laundry or other work that 
may be affected by the discolored water. If the water is discolored, flush out 
your service pipes by running the laundry tub faucet or the outside faucets.  

If you have any problems, contact Public Works at 763-479-0525. 

The Maple Plain Parks Commission is looking for volunteers to maintain ice rinks at Rainbow Park 
this winter. Activities would include snow removal and maintaining the condition of the ice and 
warming houses.  

Residents should be reminded that without this help the rink may not be fully open and maintained 
to everyone’s satisfaction.  For more information, contact Maggie McCallum, Assistant to the City 
Administrator at 763-479-0515 or email mmccallum@mapleplain.com . 

Pictured above is a rendering of the two-story 
option at Meadows of Maple plain.  VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO ASSIST WITH ICE RINK 

THANK YOU WESTONKA JAYCEES AND MAPLE PLAIN DIAMOND DEVILS 

The City of Maple Plain would like to thank the Westonka Jaycees for their gen-
erous donations. The Westonka Jaycees donated $2,500 to the 2015 Maple 
Plain Days and $2,500 to the Maple Plain City Parks. Your donation to Maple 
Plain Days helped to make the events free and helped to celebrate community. 
Your donation towards the parks will go towards park improvements that help 
keep our parks a wonderful place to visit, play, and enjoy. Thank you! 
 
The City of Maple Plain would also like to thank the Maple Plain Town Baseball Team, the Diamond 
Devils for their donation of $1,300 to the Maple Plain City Parks. Your donation goes towards park 
improvements that help keep our parks a wonderful place to visit, play, and enjoy. Thank you! 
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WINTER 

REMINDERS 

Winter will be come….and when the snow flies, Maple Plain and Inde-
pendence Public Works mobilize to provide you with a clear path to get 
to work, to the store, or to your favorite winter activity destination.  
 

How much snow is needed before the plows begin?  
Two inches of continual snow fall, drifting snow, or unsafe road condi-
tions due to ice or freezing rain. 
 
What is our snow removal policy for sidewalks, trail ways, 

bikeways and walkways for residents and businesses? 
Snow and ice must be removed from public sidewalks, trail ways, bikeways and walkways 12 hours af-
ter snow has ceased to fall. 
 

What if my mailbox is damaged during the snow removal? 
Even under the best of circumstances and extreme care on the part of plow operators, damage to mail-
boxes due to snow plowing and ice removal is possible. However, the City is only  
responsible if damage to a mailbox is the result of being struck by the plow blade, wing or other piece 
of equipment. Damage caused by snow or ice is the responsibility of the property owner.  
 

Will snow plow operators clear off my driveway? 
The City’s first priority is to clear streets as efficiently as possible. City snowplow operators  
recognize the inconvenience of a plugged driveway and so they make every attempt to minimize these 
occurrences. Unfortunately, this is not always possible.  
 

Any final advice on making this a safe winter season? 
A final word of caution: If you encounter a snowplow, please provide the operator enough room to ma-
neuver the equipment. Due to the size of these vehicles, it may not always be possible for  
operators to see vehicles following too closely. So be sure to leave a safe distance and always pass a 
snowplow with extreme care. 
 

Snow removal reminder 
As a reminder, Minnesota State Law and local ordinances prohibit the deposit snow in any way  
onto public streets. Depositing snow onto a public road can result in a misdemeanor. Help keep our 
roads safe and City equipment intact.  

WINTER PLOWING: KEEPING THE ROADS CLEAR AND SAFE 

WINTER PARKING RESTRICTIONS 

Between November 1 and April 15 of each year, no vehicle shall be left standing or 
parked between 1 a.m. and 7 a.m. on any street, state highway, or county road within 
the Maple Plain city limits. West Hennepin Public Safety is permitted to ticket and tow 
all vehicles, at the owner’s expense, in violation of the city’s parking ordinance. 

KEEP FIRE HYDRANTS CLEARED DURING THE WINTER 

Don’t let a blocked hydrant add seconds during a fire call, be a good neighbor to the Maple Plain 
Fire Department and help keep all fire hydrants cleared of snow during the winter season.  
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     MAPLE PLAIN DAYS THANK YOU 

A special thank you to the Maple Plain Days  

Committee, sponsors and volunteers for making the 2015 

Maple Plain Days a huge success! 

There is no way that the event would take place 

without the endless time and energy from each  

person involved and the contributions from our sponsors and volunteers. 

Mark your calendars for 2016: August 19 and 20 

2015 MAPLE PLAIN FIRE DEPARTMENT STEAK FRY 

The Maple Plain Fire Department will host its annual Steak Fry on Saturday, October 3, 2015. 
 
The event is held in conjunction with National Fire Safety Week and 
Fire Prevention. There will be activities for the entire family, a silent 
auction, and a Department Open House. Hot dog meals will be  
available.   

 Open House:  1:00 - 5:00 p.m. 

 Steak Fry:   4:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

 Silent Auction 1:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

  
Maple Plain Fire  
Department is  
located at 1645  
Pioneer Avenue  

AMERICAN LEGION COLLECTING AND RETIRING UNSERVICEABLE FLAGS 

WHERE TO DROP OFF FLAGS: Maple Plain City Hall. 5050 Independence Street, Maple Plain 
WHEN FLAGS WILL BE RETIRED: The Maple Plain Fire Department Open House on October 3. 

FOOD SHELF DRIVE: SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3 

Christ Lutheran Church will be conducting a door to door food drive 
across the City of Maple Plain on Saturday, October 3 from 9 AM - 11 

AM.   
 
All of the food collected will be donated to the Maple Plain Food Shelf. 


