
AGENDA 
MAPLE PLAIN CITY COUNCIL – WORKSHOP 

MAPLE PLAIN CITY HALL 
MARCH 28, 2016 

5:30 PM 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

2. ADOPT AGENDA 
 

3. DISCUSS ION ON CURRENT CITY PROJECTS 
 

4. DISCUSSION ON THE EXTENSION OF THE BUS ROUTE IN MAPLE PLAIN 
 

5. MAPLE PLAIN DAYS  
 

6. MASTER PARK PLAN 
 

7. UPDATE ON BUDD AVENUE 
 

8. CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS UPGRADE 
 

9. OTHER BUSINESS 
A. Discussion on Load Limits 
B. Update on Discussion with MnDOT and Highway 12 Access Management 
C. Collision Corner Update 

 
     5.        ADJOURNMENT 
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Memorandum 
To:   City Councilmembers 

From: Tessia Melvin, City Administrator 

Date:  March 28, 2016 

Re: Bus Route  

 

 

BACKGROUND 

Metro Transit is looking for City support to extend their route that would include the 
following:   

AM Inbound Routing to Downtown Minneapolis 

·       The two Route 674 buses pulling out to Maple Plain on westbound Highway 12 
currently make a right hand turn off of Highway 12 at Baker Park Road and then 
pull into the park ride to begin their route 

·    Instead of turning at Baker Park Road, they would continue on westbound 
Highway 12 to Howard, make a right hand turn onto northbound Howard and 
layover and begin their route south of Maple Terrace and the Howard and Main 
Street intersection 

·    From this point, buses will continue northbound on Howard, make a right hand 
turn onto eastbound Main Street, a right hand turn onto southbound Baker Park 
Road and then a right hand turn into the park-ride 

·    From the park-ride, buses would resume their current routing via southbound 
Baker Park Road to westbound Highway 12 to southbound Budd Avenue 

  

PM Outbound Routing from Downtown Minneapolis 

·    The two outbound PM buses will follow their current route to the park-ride 

·    From the park-ride they’ll make a right hand turn onto southbound Baker Park 
Road, a right hand turn onto westbound Highway 12 and right hand turn onto 
northbound Howard 

·    They will end their route on northbound Howard at Main Street 
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·      They will then pull-in to garage taking a right hand turn onto eastbound Main 
Street, a right hand turn onto southbound Baker Park Road and a left hand turn 
onto eastbound Highway 12. 

 

To implement the above routing they need City to operate on northbound Howard 
between Highway 12 and Main Street and on eastbound Main Street between Howard 
and Baker Park Road. 

They would like to begin this route June 13, 2016. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

Staff met to discuss this traffic on local streets and public safety. Staff does not suggest 

the extension on Howard, but would propose it go on Main Street through, as it is a 

County Road and built for the weight of the bus. Staff is looking for Council direction on 

the proposed route.  



Bus Dimensions Feet inches

High Floor Gillig (40 foot)
Total length including bike rack 41 7

Total width including mirrors 10 5

Front bumper width 8 5

Rear bumper width 8 5

Curb weight (no passengers) 31,000 lbs. 

High floor New Flyer ( Artic 60 foot)
Total length including bike rack 61 8

Total width including mirrors 10 5

Front bumper width 8 5

Rear bumper width 8 5

Curb weight (no passengers) 41,000 lbs. 

Low floor Gillig (40 foot)

Total length including bike rack 42 9

Total width including mirrors 11 0

Front bumper width 8 3

Rear bumper width 8 3

Curb weight (hybrid - no passengers) 29,600 lbs. 

Curb weight (diesel - no passengers) 27,900 lbs. 

Front axle  GAWR 14,600 lbs 

Drive axle  GAWR 25,000 lbs. 

10

Low floor New Flyer  ( Artic 60 foot) 11

Total length including bike rack 62 5

Total width including mirrors 10 5

Front bumper width 8

Rear bumper width 8

Curb weight (no passengers) 39,800 lbs. 

Front axle  GAWR 15,873 lbs. 

Center axle  GAWR 25,350 lbs. 

Drive axle - GAWR 28,660 lbs. 

MCI Coach 
Total length including bike rack 46* 3

Total width including mirrors 10 7

Front bumper width 8 5

Rear bumper width 8 5

Height 137

Curb weight (no passengers) 39,800 lbs. 

Front axle  GAWR 16,000 lbs. 

Drive axle - GAWR 22,500 lbs. 

Tag axle - GAWR 14,000 lbs. 

* estimated - not provided by MCI 

Bus weights are approximate
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Memorandum 
To:   City Councilmembers 

From: Tessia Melvin, City Administrator 

Date:  March 28, 2016 

Re: Maple Plain Days  

 

 

BACKGROUND 

At a joint Council meeting with Independence, it was decided to share the Maple Plain 

Days event. Independence agreed to pay the same contribution as Maple Plain and 

dedicate their staff to the event, but wanted the Committee to change the name. 

 

TO DATE 

 The Committee (Community Volunteers, Chamber members, West Hennepin Public 

Safety and staff from both cities) agreed to change the name to West Hennepin Days. A 

weekly information packet reported the change and staff received some e-mails and 

concern from Councilmember DeLuca, who asked that the topic be brought up to a 

workshop meeting.  

 

RECOMMENDATION 

Staff is looking for Council direction on what decisions can be made by the Committee 

and what decisions Council would like to make.   

 

Action City Council Committee 

City contribution to the  
event 

X  

Naming the event   

Logo for the event   

Minutes from the 
Committee Meetings 

  

Communications from the 
Committee 

  

Thank yous   

Schedule approval   

Marketing approval   

Other Items   
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Memorandum 
To:   City Councilmembers 

From: Tessia Melvin, City Administrator 

Date:  March 28, 2016 

Re: Park Master Plan Update  

 

 

BACKGROUND 

The City Council directed staff to work with Roland Aberg to help create a master park 

plan for Northside Park that included: 

 Veterans Memorial 

 Maple Plain Museum 

 Future additions to the park to complete a vision of the park 
 

Staff has met with Legion to gain their vision of the Veterans Memorial. Staff has also 

met with the Maple Plain Museum to get their vision to moving to the Northside Park. 

After the meetings, staff provided an update to City Council, which directed staff to 

present to a joint Park and Planning Commission meeting. A meeting was held. Melvin 

met with Aberg to go over the plan of what the Council would like to see in the Park, 

with input from the Legion and the Museum. Melvin has met with Roland and provided 

him aerials and maps of the park. 

 

TIMELINE 

Staff would like to provide an update for the City Council on the project: 

 

Meeting with Roland, staff, Legion and Museum:   Tuesday, March 29  

 

Staff looked into electricity for the museum, but the expense to pull it is very high, staff 

would suggest using a generator for Memorial Day, but is looking for Council Approval 

 

Staff has contacted STUBBS for removal and transportation of the museum, waiting for 

dates and then to discuss with the Museum committee to ensure on proper timing.  

 

 



Parallel Parking versus Match Existing Parking at Church

Review of Opinion of Probable Construction Costs

Budd Avenue

Maple Plain, Minnesota

March 25, 2016

Comparison A ‐ Feasibility Study Pricing for 2016 

Item

Parallel 

Parking 

Estimate

Match 

Existing 

Parking 

Estimate Comments

Common Excavation 2,340.00$     1,440.00$   

Geotextile Fabric 575.00$         ‐$             

Select Granular Borrow 1,672.00$     ‐$             

Class 5 Aggregate Base  1,785.00$     1,904.00$   

Bituminous ‐ Street 3,600.00$     ‐$             

Bituminous ‐ Patch ‐$               12,320.00$  

We increased the estimated pricing on this item in the 

feasibility study due to the smaller number of driveways 

and patching compared to 2014 as well as typical price 

Additional Curb and Gutter 90.00$           ‐$             

Sod 1,080.00$     ‐$             

Total 11,142.00$   15,664.00$ 

Based on Feasibility Pricing, the parallel parking price estimate would be $4,522 less expensive.

Comparison B ‐ 2014 Low Bid Pricing Estimate

Item

Parallel 

Parking 

Estimate

Match 

Existing  

Parking  Comments

Common Excavation 1,514.50$     932.00$       

Geotextile Fabric 506.00$         ‐$             

Select Granular Borrow 1,607.40$     ‐$             

Class 5 Aggregate Base  1,401.75$     1,495.20$   

Bituminous ‐ Street 2,570.00$     ‐$             

Bituminous ‐ Patch ‐$               6,883.80$   

Additional Curb and Gutter 61.50$           ‐$             

Sod 1,080.00$     ‐$              

Sod was not priced in 2014, so used Feasibility Price for this 

item.

Total 8,741.15$     9,311.00$   

Based on 2014 Low Bid Pricing, the parallel parking price estimate would be +/‐ $570 less expensive.
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Memorandum 
To:   City Councilmembers 

From: Tessia Melvin, City Administrator 

Date:  March 28, 2016 

Re: Council Chambers Upgrade  

 

 

BACKGROUND 

In October 2015, the City of Maple Plain agreed to withdraw from LMCC and begin 

providing their own taping of meetings in January 2017. This change will provide an 

estimated $20,000 in revenue from Mediacom, but will require Council Chamber 

upgrades. 

 

PROPOSALS 

 

Jim Lundberg, LMCC, helped me collected two proposals for the needed equipment in 

the Council Chambers. The proposals are attached. Some items to consider include:  

 

 Bobby is currently working with Granicus and Gov Office to find out how we can 
webstream the videos both life and after the meeting. In addition, we are trying to 
figure out the coding we will need on either of their platforms. 

 Jim believes that the project is the better option, which is what we have. He 
suggests that if we go with Tierney that we consider the projector without the 
monitor. Staff questions the projector, and suggests a large monitor and 
computer like the West Hennepin has. 

 Both proposals include a recorder and encoder, which are needed. 

 We will need to work with the Discover Center to bring in additional electricity for 
the cameras, probably $300-$500. We may need to run a Cat-5 line 

 We will be eligible for $5560 in grant money from LMCC. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

Staff is looking for Council direction on vendor and equipment. This is the time to 

consider future needs of our Council Chambers.  
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Memorandum 
To:   City Councilmembers 

From: Tessia Melvin, City Administrator 

Date:  March 28, 2016 

Re: Discussion with MNDOT and Hennepin County  

 

 

BACKGROUND 

On February 24 the City of Maple Plain met with MnDOT, Hennepin County and West 

Hennepin Public Safety to discuss Highway 12 and Maple Plain.  

 

RECAP OF MEETING 

 

It was a very productive meeting, where all sides discussed their thoughts on Highway 12, 

provided some history and some historic plans. Some design options that were discussed 

include: 

1. Closing off Budd Avenue: As a dangerous access point onto Highway12 and 
poor sight line, it makes sense from a traffic safety viewpoint. In addition, this 
would allow a small plaza for the downtown area.  

2. Making Budd Avenue a Right in Right Out only: This would allow additional 
parking for the area, still allow turns with better site lines 

3. Turning back Oak Street to Hennepin County and taking back Main Street by 
McGarry’s. People use Oak as a County Road already, with some minor 
improvements, this might be a great way to change the flow of traffic. 

4. Eliminating the right turn lane onto Main Street from West Highway 12. This turn 
lane is not used, is an awkward turn. With the eliminating of this lane, could a 
right turn lane be added to Blackwater? 

5. Creating hammerheads at both Highway 12 access points on Main Street 
(County Road) These are not good access points. However, parking and 
maneuvering may be difficult near McGarry’s 

6. Extending Baker Park Road to Townline Road: This is a controlled intersection. 
With some additional work and help of the railroad, this may be a great way to 
access Highway 12. Some asked about the traffic to downtown, but I believe the 
majority of traffic would be still be on Highway 12. The issue that many residents 
have now is that they have to travel an additional 15 minutes to get home or to 
make safe turns. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
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Staff is not looking for City Council recommendation, but would like to discuss to gain 

some insight on the history of these intersections and see if there are any issues with 

any of the possibilities. Also, Council should provide additional insight on other options 

to make Highway 12 safer.  
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