Maple Plain City Council Special Meeting
 Meeting Minutes

February 5, 2014
Maple Plain City Hall

1. CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Hackbarth called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.
Present: Councilmembers Dave Eisinger, Justin McCoy and Jerry Young and Mike DeLuca. Also present were City Administrator Tessia Melvin and City Attorney, Jeff Carson.
2. Closed Session
City Attorney, Jeff Carson, stated that the Council would be in closed session to discuss a formal complaint. The Council Closed session at 5:35 p.m. The City Council resumed Open Session at 6:40 p.m.
Councilmember Eisinger moved to hire Pamela L. VanderWiel, Everett & VanderWiel, PLLP, to conduct an investigation on the formal complaint; seconded by McCoy.  Motion passed 4-0-1. Mayor Hackbarth abstained. 
3.  Storm Water Utility Fees
City Attorney, Jeff Carson, provided the Council an update on the current status of the storm water utility fees. The Council met in October 2013 and asked that the Interim City Administrator and Mayor meet with Brad McKown. This meeting did not occur. City Administrator Melvin brought this topic up at the January 27 workshop. The City Council agreed to have Melvin and Carson talk with McKown and his attorney on this issue.
Carson and Melvin met with McKown on Friday, January 31. Current McKown’s property is facing forfeiture due to delinquent storm water utility fees in the amount of nearly $13,000. In addition, it was reported that McKown did not purchase the land, but it was given to him. The property is important to McKown as it has been part of his family’s history.

Carson reported that the City cannot delay the forfeiture process, but they could examine their storm water rates, compare them to surrounding cities and create a solution to this issue. Melvin provided the Council with surrounding cities storm water utility rates. She also presented the Council with programs that work with residents, businesses and the city to reduce fees due to storm water prevention work. Some cities offer credits that reduce storm water utility rates 25% to 100%. 

After some discussion on this topic the Council asked Melvin to provide substantial research on storm water fees in comparison to the City’s and to look at credit programs. 
Questions that were asked by the Council to be addressed at a March 10 workshop included:

· Can the property be bought?

· What is the City’s responsibility to the storm water pond?

· What is the watershed’s responsibility to maintain the pond?

Melvin agreed to cancel the EDA meeting and replace it with a workshop, where she will present research to see if the City’s rates are fair and reasonable. 

Councilmember Eisinger moved to conduct a Council workshop on March 10 to discuss the City’s current storm water fees, determine if they are fair and reasonable and then look at some alternatives to helping the property owner, seconded by McCoy. Motion passed 4-1. Mayor Hackbarth opposed the motion.  
4. Other Issues
City Administrator, Melvin, asked the Council for direction on the property at 1654 Marsh Lane. Melvin provided the Council an update on the property. Public works had not been able to access the water meter for an actual meter read for the past three years. As a result, they have had to bill the property owner based on an estimation. For the last quarter, the property owner was charged for 237,000 gallons of water. Recently the property owner asked the City Public Works to shut off the water due to a leak. Public Works reminded the property owner of the water meter issue. The owner fixed the problem, but at the last read, the property owner should have been charged for an additional 300,000 gallons of water. 
After much discussion, the Council agreed to charge the property owner for the additional water used. 
Councilmember Young moved to charge the property owner for the full amount of water used; seconded by DeLuca. Motion passed 5-0. 


Prepared by

Tessia, City Administrator
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