Regular Meeting of the Maple Plain City Council

 Meeting Minutes

July 8, 2013
Maple Plain City Hall

7:00 PM

I. CALL TO ORDER
Acting Mayor Young called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present: Mayor Roger Hackbarth, and Councilmembers Michael DeLuca, Dave Eisinger, Justin McCoy and Jerry Young; City Administrator Jason Ziemer; City Attorney Jeff Carson; City Engineer Dan Boyum (Stantec); and Public Safety Director Ray McCoy.
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

III. ADOPT AGENDA
Councilmember McCoy moved to adopt the Agenda; Councilmember Eisinger seconded. Motion passed 4-0.
IV. CONSENT AGENDA
Item C. Frontier IP Phone system was moved and approved under the Consent agenda.
Councilmember McCoy moved to approve the Consent Agenda; Councilmember DeLuca seconded. Motion passed 4-0.


Items approved under the Consent Agenda:

A. Approve June 24, 2013 workshop meeting minutes.

B. Approve June 24, 2013 regular meeting minutes.
C. Accounts payable.
IX.
New Business, C.  Frontier IP phone system.

V. VISITORS TO BE HEARD
Dave Herring, 5670 Main Street West, expressed concerns from the recent June 21 storm regarding surface water. He noted he had completed his inflow and infiltration repair as required by the City and felt the installation of a sump pump was the reason he had a flooded basement; the storm event had knocked out his power. He noted he had never had water in his basement in the 21 years he has lived in his home. Herring requested the City Council take a hard look at storm water issues and water drainage, especially as it was considering reconstructing Main Street West, and felt it was the number one issue that needed to be resolved with that project.
Mayor Hackbarth agreed that something needed to be done and that it was unfortunate the City may have created issues with the inflow and infiltration (I/I) inspections. Herring noted he felt targeted and blamed for the City’s I/I, which is why he had not allowed the City to conduct its inspections. Councilmember Eisinger thanked Herring for discussing his concerns and noted that this Council had a difficult task  in that the work needed to be done in the community was overwhelming and that there were so many needs. He added the Council’s desire to address issues raised by Herring was a priority of Council but that funding was the main constraint.
Herring said he was in favor of the project but was ultimately concerned about what assessments might be, especially after he had installed the sump pump at the City’s direction. Councilmember McCoy noted the storm was tragic for many residents in that it caused property damage; he requested the City Engineer Dan Boyum expand the feasibility study to look at the larger drainage issues within Herring’s neighborhood. Boyum said he would review a capital project study completed in 2006. Herring recalled that project and noted Main Street West was the number two priority of the City at that time and was concerned as that work had never been completed.

Hackbarth thanked Herring for coming.

VI. PUBLIC HEARINGS

None.
VII. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS
A. Pioneer Sarah Creek Watershed Management Commission 2014 budget.
Councilmember DeLuca reviewed the Pioneer Sarah Creek Watershed Management Commission (PSCWMC) 2014 budget. He noted the Commission would be looking harder at the budget to be more project focused rather than administrative heavy. He noted Maple Plain’s share dropped slightly from 2013. Councilmember Eisinger inquired about Hennepin County Commissioner Jeff Johnson’s proposal to consolidate watershed districts. City Administrator Ziemer said it had not been well received and so it was temporarily dropped.

Councilmember Eisinger moved to support the Pioneer Sarah Creek Watershed Management Commission 2014 budget; Councilmember Young seconded.

Councilmember McCoy said the Council needed to have a discussion with the PSCWMC about water issues. He appreciated the Commission’s desire to catch the water where it falls and let it infiltrate the soil, but he said due to Maple Plain’s soils the City needed to get the water out of town.

DeLuca noted the City needed to have a representative on the PSCWMC technical advisory committee. He suggested either Ziemer or another City employee. Mayor Hackbarth asked Eisinger if someone from Bergerson Caswell would be interested in serving on that commission. Eisinger said he would check. Councilmember Young asked if someone from Stantec that has background in water issues could represent the City. City Engineer Boyum said he would check but noted Stantec could do it at the $50 flat meeting rate.

Motion passed 5-0.

B. June 21 storm follow up.
Mayor Hackbarth raised a number of issues that surfaced during the June 21 storm, including flooding at Collision Corner. Owner Kurt Kroll had brought in fabric that had been placed in the catch basin to help with sediment. City Engineer Boyum noted that fabric had met the watershed district requirements although it was thicker than prescribed in the City’s plans. Boyum noted he also had been following up with MnDOT on other flooding along Highway 12 that might have also caused the Boundary Avenue flooding. Councilmember McCoy noted the fabric placed was a watershed district requirement. He felt the fabric should have been removed as the road work had been done, except for some of the restoration which was not in the area where the flooding occurred. McCoy noted a resolution to the Collision Corner flooding needed to have a timeline. Boyum noted the City’s project contractor had been in touch with Mr. Kroll.
McCoy inquired about City costs related to the storm damage and clean up. City Administrator Ziemer noted the tree debris removal had cost around $6,700, excluding tax. It also did not include chipping of the debris piles. He noted there had been damage to one storm water outfall grate that would need to be replaced. Hackbarth said there was damage to the ravine next to his home.

Dave Herring, 5670 Main Street West, noted the amount of rain that fell inundated the storm water system and many of the catch basins and culverts became plugged due to the leaves and debris coming from the trees. Councilmember Young noted it was a century storm.

Public Safety Director McCoy noted everyone needed to keep the storm event in perspective as it was not something the City could have prevented. He said the City received a lot of water in a very short amount of time, including a 5.5 inch rainfall on Friday evening, after a 3-plus rainfall early Friday morning. He added the power had been knocked out which prevented sump pumps from working. McCoy noted he worked with Ziemer and Independence City Administrator to try to compile damage costs and would be meeting with FEMA soon to present Maple Plain’s case as to why Hennepin County would be a disaster declaration. He noted very preliminary estimates pegged the damage – public and private combined – at $2 million. He said if a declaration was issued then the City and property owners would be able to provide actual expenses, depending on FEMA’s determination of what would be covered. McCoy noted his biggest concern was the lack of help from the County and State and that the City should be prepared to respond on its own.

Councilmember McCoy moved to commend Public Works staff, Public Safety staff and City staff on their response and continued effort to assist with the recovery and clean up; Councilmember DeLuca seconded. Motion passed 5-0.
Councilmember DeLuca said it would be difficult to engineer a storm water system that could hand the storm and amount of water the City received; he noted such a system would be cost prohibitive. Councilmember Eisinger reiterated the Council needed to take a much broader view of the area and drainage to try to prevent future issues. DeLuca agreed the City needed to better understand what might have caused the issues to try to prevent them from happening again. Ziemer said he would work with Boyum to try to bring back information to the July 22 meeting.
City Council took a recess at 8:55 p.m.

Hackbarth noted Public Works employee Brent Mickolichek had reported during a recent storm meeting that the City of Watertown had put in sewer back-up check valves. He suggested Maple Plain consider that.

VIII. OLD BUSINESS
None. 
NEW BUSINESS
A. Fire Relief Association trustee board appointments.

Councilmember McCoy noted the City needed to have three City appointments to the Fire Relief Association trustee board. The Fire Chief and City Administrator needed to be two appointments; an elected official needed to be the third. He suggested Mayor Hackbarth. The next trustee board meeting was August at 5:30 p.m.

Councilmember Young moved to appoint Mayor Hackbarth, City Administrator Ziemer and Fire Chief Eisinger to the Fire Relief Association trustee board; Councilmember DeLuca seconded. Motion passed 5-0.

B. Personnel matters.

Councilmember Young moved to table this item for discussion at a future Council meeting; Councilmember Eisinger seconded. Motion passed 5-0.

C. Frontier IP phone system contract.
This item was approved under the Consent Agenda.

IX. LEGISLATIVE/INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

None.
X. COUNCIL REPORTS & OTHER BUSINESS

City Administrator Ziemer reported the next budget workshop was Wednesday, July 10 at 6:30 p.m.
XI. CLOSED SESSION
None.
XII. ADJOURNMENT
Councilmember McCoy moved to Adjourn; Councilmember Eisinger seconded. Motion passed 5-0. Meeting adjourned at 9:33 p.m.
[image: image1.png]



Prepared by

Jason Ziemer, City Administrator
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