Regular Meeting of the Maple Plain City Council

 Meeting Minutes

March 25, 2013
Maple Plain City Hall

7:00 PM

I. CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Hackbarth called the meeting to order at 7:20 p.m.

Present: Mayor Roger Hackbarth, and Councilmembers Dave Eisinger, Justin McCoy and Jerry Young; City Administrator Jason Ziemer; City Engineer Dan Boyum (Stantec); and Public Safety Director Ray McCoy.

Absent: Councilmember Michael DeLuca.
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

III. ADOPT AGENDA
Councilmember Eisinger asked to add an item under new business to replace chairs used in the Council Chambers.

Councilmember Young moved to adopt the Agenda as amended; Councilmember McCoy seconded. Motion passed 4-0.
IV. CONSENT AGENDA
Mayor Hackbarth requested the 2013 inflow and infiltration inspection contract and

Hennepin County sidewalk grant agreements agenda items be pulled for discussion

Councilmember Eisinger moved to approve the Consent Agenda, excluding the two items pulled for discussion; Councilmember Young  seconded. Motion passed 4-0.


Items approved under the Consent Agenda:

A. Approve March 11, 2013 workshop meeting minutes.
B. Approve March 11, 2013 regular meeting minutes.
C. Accounts payable.
F.  Municipal facilities mechanical inspection and maintenance.

G. Maple Plain Days 2013 band contract.

H. Northside Park batting cage.

I.   Resignation of William Lauper from Planning Commission.

E.  2013 inflow and infiltration inspection contract.

Councilmember Eisinger moved to approve the contract to continue with the inspections as planned for 2013 and to request additional information for future discussions; Councilmember McCoy seconded. Motion failed 2-2 due to lack of majority vote.

Councilmember McCoy moved to table the contract until the April 8 meeting; Mayor Hackbarth seconded.

Eisinger asked if the inspections could still be completed if the contract was approved at the next meeting. Ziemer said it could but noted the inspections needed to be completed by April or early May to provide the best possible results to determine if there is I&I. Young noted waiting would give the frost more time to leave the ground.

Motion passed 4-0.

Mayor Hackbarth asked McCoy to give his report before the Council discussed the sidewalk grant contracts.

VII. 
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS
A.  West Hennepin Public Safety monthly report.

Director McCoy discussed an emergency response to the Discovery Center regarding toxic smoke and possible fire. He noted the evacuation of the facility went extremely well and commended the training they had done with Center staff. He reported Sgt. Todd Boelter was retiring from West Hennepin Public Safety on April 30; there will be a retirement ceremony at Independence City Hall from 3 to 6 p.m. He also reminded Council about the swearing in ceremony for the new West Hennepin officer at 6 p.m. on April 9 at Independence City Hall.

McCoy reported Hennepin County had received a grant and would be installing a weather station at West Hennepin offices, and that station would be available on the West Hennepin Web site. The station would have information such as temperature, wind speed and other information for the area. He said it would help citizens and public safety officials prepare for bad weather.

Councilmember McCoy moved to direct the City Administrator to draft a resolution of appreciation, recognizing Todd Boelter for his years of service to the community; Councilmember Young seconded. Motion passed 4-0.

IV.  
CONSENT AGENDA

F.  Hennepin County sidewalk grant agreements.

Mayor Hackbarth expressed concern about the project cost of the proposed reconstruction of the sidewalk in front of McGarry’s and the Post Office on Main Street. Councilmember Young noted the Council may decide to only replace the sidewalks and not do the other items. City Administrator Ziemer reviewed the principles of the City’s design guidelines and the vision of the community to create a more inviting atmosphere that promoted pedestrian and bicycle friendly environments. He showed images of a project completing similar work in the City of Osseo. Ziemer said the information regarding the project, including the concept plan and costs were included in the grant application approved by the City Council. He added the conceptual idea of the project would be discussed later on during the meeting about a streetscape design for the downtown area. Councilmember Eisinger said the Council was accepting the grants not approving the projects.
Councilmember McCoy moved to approve the sidewalk grant agreements with Hennepin County and to direct the Mayor and City Administrator to execute them; Councilmember Young seconded. Motion passed 4-0.

V. VISITORS TO BE HEARD

None.
VI. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS
B.  City Engineer monthly report.
City Engineer Boyum reported his emphasis had been on the HAWK signal crossing and capital projects that were discussed during the workshop prior to the regular meeting. He also reported the City’s wellhead protection plan, part 2, was complete and submitted to adjacent cities for review. Mayor Hackbarth asked if Boyum had obtained information on how Forest Lake and St. Cloud had paid for their signals. Boyum said Forest Lake was eligible for some state funding due to its population; he had not gathered information on St. Cloud. Hackbarth noted he and City Administrator Ziemer had been at the Capitol trying to get state money for the project.
Councilmember Eisinger said the Council should not wait for the final word on funding before going out for bid on the project. He was concerned about the length of time needed to complete the work. Boyum said based on the bidding requirements and timeline to build the system the signal could be installed and working by September or October.
Councilmember Eisinger moved to approve the plans and specifications and set a bid date at the April 8 meeting; Councilmember Young seconded. Motion passed 4-0.
Ziemer said had received an email from Sen. Dave Osmek that a bill had been drafted requesting state funding for the HAWK project. He was also continuing to work with MnDOT on possible DOT funding.

Hackbarth asked if the wellhead protection plan would be ongoing work. Boyum said it would need to be updated again in 10 years. Hackbarth asked about the cost to do the report. Boyum noted it was around $6,000 and included some work last year. The Council had approved the work in 2012.

Councilmember Young moved to approve the City Engineer’s monthly report; Councilmember McCoy seconded. Motion passed 4-0.
C.  City Planner monthly report.
City Administrator Ziemer noted City Planner Tom Goodrum had been primarily working with the Planning Commission on two updates to the City’s zoning code regarding industrial zoning and determining a definition for manufacturing in the industrial, mixed use and office park zoning districts. He noted the Wenck & Associates project that received City Council approval last year was slowly moving forward.
Mayor Hackbarth said he was uncomfortable the Planning Commission was directing Goodrum to perform certain tasks. Ziemer advised Goodrum and Maggie McCallum, Assistant to the City Administrator, were the staff liaisons and that the Commission had the ability to direct staff to gather information. He said Goodrum always sought direction with such requests before proceeding.

Hackbarth inquired about a meeting with a business looking to expand and conceptual development project. Ziemer said the expansion meeting was with the boat facility on the west end of town. The conceptual development project was the project being worked on with the Villamils.

Councilmember McCoy moved to approve the City Planner’s monthly report; Councilmember Young seconded. Motion passed 4-0.
D.  Public Works monthly report.
City Administrator Ziemer reported Public Works staff had spent much of their recent time keeping up with regular snow plowing and preparing for the next storm. He added Brent Mickolichek had continued to research new water meter options. The plow truck had also been in for repairs as it had broken down. He said Public Works had other cities on standby just in case the truck was not ready and there had been another snowstorm.

Councilmember McCoy moved to approve Public Works’ monthly report; Councilmember Young seconded. Motion passed 4-0.
VII. OLD BUSINESS
A. 2013 City Council appointments.
Councilmember McCoy moved to table this item to the April 8 meeting; Councilmember Young seconded. 
Mayor Hackbarth noted DeLuca had submitted the committees and assignments he was interested in serving as the Council liaison to. McCoy felt it was better to wait until he was at the meeting to decide.

Motion passed 4-0.
VIII. NEW BUSINESS
A. Independence Street trail project.

City Engineer Boyum reviewed a request by the City Council to provide information and prices to do an on-street trail along Independence Street. Boyum said the most cost-effective alternative was to stripe a fog line on both sides of the road, 5 feet from the front of the curb, and paint pedestrian and bicycle symbols and put up signage. The price was $15,600. The concept shown of green paint was very costly; Boyum noted Antonio Rosell, consultant that assisted the City with the creation of its Walk and Bike Plan, used the green paint for illustrative purposes.

Boyum said the trail would require some education of the property owners along Independence Street as the street was used as overflow parking for events at the Discovery Center, adjacent ballfields and church, and for neighbors. He said staff had discussed the option of allowing parking to continue.

Councilmember Young thanked Boyum for his work and noted the information would help the Council budget for the project.
Councilmember Young moved to accept the report; Councilmember McCoy seconded. Motion passed 4-0.
Young noted the parking issues would need to be addressed as once the trail was designated no parking could be allowed. Mayor Hackbarth agreed, noting the City would need to tell people where to park.
B. Downtown streetscapes concept plan.
City Administrator Ziemer presented a recommendation from the Planning Commission to complete a downtown streetscape project for Main Street from Highway 12 to Delano Avenue, Budd Avenue from Highway 12 to the railroad tracks, and Maple Avenue between Highway 12 and Main Street. He said the idea was to provide direction in terms of constructing the pedestrian system in the downtown area and help the Council budget for those projects. Ziemer added the timing was right to develop the plan given the proposed sidewalk project in front of McGarry’s and the Post Office and the proposed improvements as part of the grant-funded downtown redevelopment project.

Councilmember Young inquired about the budget range of $10,000 to $15,000 if the Planning Commission only had $10,000. Ziemer explained the range was set as the City’s Planning and Engineering firms would be submitting proposals for the project and based on the scope it would give them the ability to accurately bid the cost of their work. Councilmember Eisinger was concerned about piecing the downtown together. Ziemer noted the plan would better enable the City to piece projects together as the plan would provide the uniform theme, and that doing everything at once would likely be too costly.

Councilmember Young moved to not proceed with the downtown streetscape project; Councilmember Eisinger seconded.
Eisinger felt the project could be done later and asked how long it would take for a plan to be developed if a development project were to occur. Boyum said the plan was to have open houses and council workshops and that development of a plan could be done as part of a development plan design.

McCoy suggested using the $10,000 from the Commission to do a demonstration project in front of McGarry’s and Post Office and then replicate that theme in the downtown area.

Motion to not proceed with the downtown streetscapes project passed 4-0.
C. Chairs

Councilmember Eisinger noted it was time to replace the chairs used for Council meetings. All agreed. Eisinger suggested City Administrator Ziemer have full discretion to make the purchase.

Councilmember Young moved to direct the City Administrator to purchase new chairs for the Council Chambers; Councilmember Eisinger. Motion passed 4-0.

IX. LEGISLATIVE/INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

None.
X. COUNCIL REPORTS & OTHER BUSINESS

Councilmember Eisinger wished the Medina mayor well, noting he was battling cancer.

XI. CLOSED SESSION
None.
XII. ADJOURNMENT
Councilmember Young moved to Adjourn; Councilmember Eisinger seconded. Motion passed 4-0. Meeting adjourned at 9:20 p.m.
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Prepared by

Jason Ziemer, City Administrator
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