Regular Meeting of the Maple Plain City Council

 Meeting Minutes

March 11, 2013
Maple Plain City Hall

7:00 PM

I. CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Hackbarth called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.

Present: Mayor Roger Hackbarth, and Councilmembers Michael DeLuca, Dave Eisinger and Justin McCoy; City Administrator Jason Ziemer; and City Engineer Dan Boyum (Stantec).

Absent: Councilmember Jerry Young.
II. OATH OF OFFICE
Michael DeLuca was sworn in to City Council.

Mayor Hackbarth noted DeLuca was selected by the City Council to fill the vacancy created when he was elected mayor. The Council had interviewed a total of three candidates.
III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

IV. ADOPT AGENDA
Councilmember Eisinger moved to adopt the Agenda; Councilmember McCoy seconded. Motion passed 4-0.
V. CONSENT AGENDA
Councilmember McCoy moved to approve the Consent Agenda; Councilmember Eisinger seconded. Motion passed 4-0.


Items approved under the Consent Agenda:

A. Approve February 25, 2013 regular meeting minutes.
B. Approve March 5, 2013 special meeting minutes.
C. Accounts payable.

D. WeCAN, Resolution No. 13-0311-1.

E. Development project closeouts.
VI. VISITORS TO BE HEARD

John Quinlivan, 5159 Highway 12, updated the City Council on the ongoing water usage issue at his business Blackwater Coffee. He felt the issue was resolved and based on his meter readings it appeared as if the business usage was back on track to what its historical reads had been. He reported he had checked the meter at night after the business closed and again before it opened and the meter had not moved. Mayor Hackbarth noted it could be possible the City have the meter checked but noted it would not make sense for the meter to all of a sudden work properly, if it had been malfunctioning with the previous high reads the past two quarters. City Administrator Ziemer explained City procedure for testing meters – if they tested accurately the property owner would be responsible for the test results. He added that if the meters worked properly the Council would likely need to decide how to handle the high water volumes and amount still due for the past billing periods. McCoy said it was a good time to see what the meter read would show with the first quarter 2013 read taking place in a couple weeks. City Engineer Boyum calculated a leaky toilet, if it ran constantly, could use up to 7,200 gallons of water per day. McCoy noted the business had been using 3,000-5,000 gallons per day the last quarter for a total of 311,000. DeLuca noted it could be conceivable that that much water had been used.
VII. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS
None.
VIII. OLD BUSINESS
A. Highway 12 red light pedestrian crossing.
City Engineer Boyum presented the completed red light pedestrian crossing plans, which included the signal, completion of the sidewalk along the north side of Highway 12 from the signal location to Main Street East/County Road 19 and decorative street lighting. He indicated MnDOT had pledged to pay to complete the sidewalk but that the installation and maintenance of the signal and other work would need to be paid by the City. Boyum added City staff was still working to track down possible state funding for the project. He noted staff was seeking Council approval so that that plans could be finalized for approval by MnDOT. Boyum said the plans included a new crosswalk using a thermoplastic material. Councilmember Eisinger inquired about the life expectancy. Boyum said he did not have a specific timeline but it should last longer than the traditional painted walks.
Mayor Hackbarth noted the increased in project cost was primarily due to the decorative lighting, but noted the eight proposed street lights were necessary. Boyum said City staff anticipated working with Xcel Energy to install and maintain the lights under a similar agreement to the work on Oak Street. He added engineering staff would prepare a lighting pattern. Ziemer noted the street lights were added as both the Council and Planning Commission had expressed pedestrian safety concerns due to how dark that area was at night. Hackbarth and Councilmember McCoy noted the City’s Economic Development Authority had discussed improving the appearance of the community along Highway 12 and that the addition of the decorative street lights would help establish that vision.

Hackbarth said he was concerned about the proposed contingency and indirect costs. Boyum said those were estimated to help with planning the financing of the project. He said once the project is bid out he would have a better idea of what those costs would likely be. He noted those were not costs the City would likely incur entirely. Boyum noted the Council was just approving the plans; a bid date could be set once MnDOT approved them and funding was found, if possible.

Councilmember McCoy moved to approve the plans as presented; DeLuca seconded.

Stephen Shurson, 4914 Drake Street, expressed his support for the crossing and the addition of the decorative street lights and thermal plastic crosswalk. He agreed the two additional elements would help draw attention to pedestrians and bicyclists along Highway 12 to match other improvements planned for downtown. He thanked the Council for their approval of the Walk and Bike Plan and complete streets policy.

McCoy inquired about project timelines. Boyum said it would take four to five weeks to create the shop drawings and about 12 to 14 weeks to build the system. He also added that there would be a 21 day advertisement period for bidding purposes. He felt the system could be in place by September or October. Hackbarth noted the City was not likely to bond for the project but rather pay cash for it.


Motion passed 4-0.

IX. NEW BUSINESS
None.
X. LEGISLATIVE/INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

City Administrator Ziemer reported he and Mayor Hackbarth were meeting with Senator Dave Osmek about possible state funding for the HAWK signal.

Mayor Hackbarth reported there was a Highway 12 working group meeting being planned between Maple Plain, Long Lake, Hennepin County, MnDOT and Three Rivers Park District.

Hackbarth also updated the City Council on the possible North Memorial clinic in Maple Plain, noting the company had indicated to him it would not work out at this time. He noted North had wanted to come here but they were unable to make the project work due to current demographics in the area. They had reported to him that the addition of a pharmacy could result in a possible urgent care clinic at some point in the future.
XI. COUNCIL REPORTS & OTHER BUSINESS

None.
XII. CLOSED SESSION
None.
XIII. ADJOURNMENT
Councilmember Eisinger moved to Adjourn; Councilmember McCoy seconded. Motion passed 4-0. Meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.
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Prepared by

Jason Ziemer, City Administrator
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