Maple Plain City Council Meeting
 Meeting Minutes

March 10, 2014
Maple Plain City Hall

1. CALL TO ORDER
Councilmember Young called the meeting to order at 7 p.m.
Present: Councilmembers Justin McCoy, Jerry Young, Dave Eisinger and Mike DeLuca. Also present were City Administrator Tessia Melvin, City Attorney, Jeff Carson, and City Engineer, Dan Boyum. 

Mayor Hackbarth was not in attendance. 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


3. ADOPT AGENDA
Councilmember Eisinger moved to adopt the agenda with the following items added:

· Resolution of Censure and Providing of Limitations of Mayoral Duties: 14-0310-04

· Re-Appointment of City Appointments

· Approval of City Personnel Committee;


seconded by Councilmember DeLuca. Motion passed 4-0.
4. PROCLAMATION
There were no proclamations


5. CONSENT AGENDA
Items to approved under the Consent Agenda: 

a) Approve February 24 City Council workshop meting minutes
b) Approve February 24 City Council meeting minutes
c) Accounts payable
d) Western Community Action Network Resolution: 14-0310-02


Councilmember Eisinger made minor changes to the February 24 Workshop minutes and moved to approve the Consent Agenda; Councilmember McCoy seconded. Motion passed 4-0.

6. VISITORS TO BE HEARD
There were no visitors present. 
7. PUBLIC HEARINGS
        
           There were no public hearings held. 

8. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

City Attorney, Carson, presented the Council an update on a Maple Plain Fire Department investigation. At the February 24 meeting, City Council directed the City Administrator, City Attorney and Public Safety Director to follow up on a complaint of a fire fighter. Carson stated that no written statement has been filed, which is required to begin the investigation. He stated that the City Administrator has contacted the individual on several occasions asking for a written statement to be filed in order to begin the investigation.
9. OLD BUSINESS
A. MCES 2013 Clean Water Fund Inflow & Infiltration Grant Agreement Resolution: 14-0310-01. 
City Administrator Melvin presented the Council with the following facts:
· In November, 2013, MCES asked the City of Maple Plain to participate in the Clean Water Fund grant program. 
· Maple Plain is one of fifty cities in the metro that are eligible for the grant due to high reported inflow and infiltration. 
· The grant will allocate $1,000,000 in funding to private property owner’s to assist with I/I repairs.  
· The grant functions off of a “first come, first serve” basis.
· For properties that apply, the MCES grant will cover up to one-third of actual, reasonable and verifiable repair costs, with a maximum of $2,000 per site. 
· Staff responded to MCES to express interest in the grant.
· Staff sent informational flyers to property owners with known I/I issues as a means to identify potential qualified residential projects.
· The City received ten (10) residential applications, nine (9) of which qualified to receive funding. 
· In total, the nine (9) projects have qualified for $7,194.53 in reimbursement funding. 
· The City needs to approve the grant agreement as a means to seek reimbursement for the qualified I/I Projects. 
· To date, the grant has $600,000 in funds still available. 
· Staff will attempt to identify additional projects that can benefit from this program. 
Councilmember Eisinger moved to approve the MCES 2013 Clean Water Fund Inflow & Infiltration Grant Agreement Resolution: 14-0310-01;  Councilmember DeLuca seconded. Motion passed 4-0.

B. Advertisement for Bid on the Budd Avenue Sanitary Sewer

    City Administrator Melvin provided Council background on the project. The 
    City has a sag in the existing sanitary pipe under TH 12. As a result of the sag 
    and grease buildup in the line, the City must clean and jet the Budd sanitary 
    sewer pipe from Independence to Main Street on a yearly basis. There was a 
    bid opening set for September 9, 2013, but no bids were received. Melvin 
    reported that the Council discussed proceeding with this work at their February
    24, 2014 Workshop. The estimated construction cost is $202,000 and the City 
    bonded for this project in 2013. City Engineer Boyum provided input on the 
    possibility of bidding this project with the Main Street West and Rainbow 
    Avenue Project. Due to the timelines, this bid would not be able to be included. 
   Councilmember Eisinger moved to approve the Advertisement of Bid on 
   the Budd Avenue Sanitary Sewer; Councilmember McCoy seconded. 
   Motion passed 4-0.

10. NEW BUSINESS
A. Approve Resolution of Support for the Three Rivers Park District Regional Trail Resolution: 14-0310-03

City Administrator Melvin provided the Council a brief background on this project. The City Council and Planning Commission met with the City of Independence City Council and Planning Commission on Tuesday, February 25, to discuss the Regional Park Trail options. All parties agreed that the trail should connect through the downtown of Maple Plain. The Three Rivers Park District will use this resolution and present it to their board to continue the progress of this project. 
Councilmember DeLuca moved to approve Resolution of Support for the Three Rivers Park District Regional Trail with minor changes, including that the resolution states that the proposed route uses the HAWK signal and enters the downtown of Maple Plain; Councilmember McCoy seconded. Motion passed 4-0.

B. Approval of Resolution of Censure and Providing for Limitations of Mayoral Duties: 14-0310-04

City Attorney, Carson provided background on the creation of this resolution. On Friday, March 7, the City Council met with the Investigator to go over results of formal complaint. The results were reviewed and discussed in Closed Session. The Council accepted the Investigation Report in Open Session and asked the City Attorney to create a resolution of censure. 


Acting Mayor Young read the following resolution:


RESOLUTION 14-0310-04

A RESOLUTION OF CENSURE AND PROVIDING FOR LIMITATIONS OF MAYORAL DUTIES 

WHEREAS, recent behavior by the Mayor has created a great concern by the City Council members regarding his continued leadership of the City; and 

WHEREAS, these concerns include:

1)
The exhibition of extreme anger in public while representing the City in an official capacity; to-wit: a Lake Minnetonka Communications Commission meeting.

2)
Outbursts of anger and vulgarity in public towards other City Council members and staff.

3)
Exhibition of anger directed towards staff creating an unsafe and unfriendly atmosphere in the workplace.

WHEREAS, a recent complaint by the Administrator led the City Council to authorize an independent investigation which was presented to the City Council on March 7, 2014; the findings and conclusions determined that the Mayor’s behavior was inappropriate and created a feeling of discomfort in the workplace; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council believes it has the duty to provide a safe workplace, free of the kind of behavior that the Mayor has exhibited. 
NOW, THEREFORE, The Maple Plain City Council RESOLVES, effective immediately, as follows:

1)
A formal censure of the Mayor is hereby issued by the City Council for his continued inappropriate behavior.

2)
All City Council appointments of the Mayor to committees, boards or commissions are hereby rescinded, immediately, that the City Council shall make new appointments immediately to these committees, boards and commissions; that the rescission includes all appointments on the attached list identified as Exhibit A to this Resolution.

3)
That the Mayor shall no longer represent the City on any municipal associations, including, but not limited to the League of Minnesota Cities, Metro Cities and the Northwest Hennepin League of Municipalities.  

4)
The City Administrator is directed to notify all municipal associations, boards, commissions, and committees of this City Council decision and to advise each of the City Council’s newly appointed representatives.  

5)
The Mayor shall have no direct personal contact with any City employee without another employee being present.

6)
All correspondence from the Mayor to City employees, in writing or by any form of electronic communication, shall be copied to the acting Mayor.   

This resolution passed by the Maple Plain City Council this 10th day of March 2014.    
Councilmember McCoy moved to Approve Resolution of Censure and Providing for Limitations of Mayoral Duties: 14-0310-04; Councilmember DeLuca seconded. Motion passed 4-0.
C. Re-Appointment of City Appointments

Councilmember DeLuca stated that due to the Resolution of Censure the City Council has made the following reappointments:
· Park Commission Liaison: Jerry Young
· Lake Minnetonka Cable Commission: Dave Eisinger
· NW Hennepin League of Municipalities: Justin McCoy
· Suburban Rate Authority: Jerry Young
· Fire Partnership: Mike DeLuca
· Minnesota Department of Transportation: Jerry Young
   Councilmember DeLuca added that other Councilmembers will serve as 
   alternates to appointed members as needed.

Councilmember Eisinger moved to Approve the Re-Appointment of City Appointments; Councilmember McCoy seconded. Motion passed 4-0.
D. Approval of City Personnel Committee

City Attorney Carson stated that due to the recent investigation, the City Council would like to create a Personnel Committee to deal with issues. The Committee would include two Councilmembers and the City Administrator.
Councilmember Eisinger moved to nominate Councilmembers Young and DeLuca to the Personnel Committee: Councilmember McCoy seconded. Motion passed 4-0.
11. LEGISLATIVE /INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

There were no legislative / intergovernmental affairs to report on. 

12. COUNCIL REPORTS & OTHER BUSINESS

Councilmember McCoy reported that the Fire Commission met on Thursday, March 6. The budget, equipment and training were reported on and are similar to 2013. 
Councilmember DeLuca reported that the Lake Minnetonka Cable Commission began 2014 with 12 cities. This Spring the Commission plans to finalize the contract with Mediacom.

Councilmember DeLuca also reported that the Pioneer Sarah Creek Watershed District continues to work on its Third Generation Draft Plan. It is expected that this draft will be presented to the Council early 2014.

13. CLOSED SESSION

There was not a closed session. 

14. ADJOURNMENT

Councilmember McCoy moved to adjourn at 7:35 p.m.; Councilmember DeLuca seconded. Motion passed 4-0. 


Prepared by

Tessia, City Administrator
PAGE  
City Council Meeting Minutes 03-10-14     6

