Maple Plain City Council Workshop
 Meeting Minutes

March 10, 2014
Maple Plain City Hall

1. CALL TO ORDER
Councilmember Young called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.
Present: Councilmembers Justin McCoy, Jerry Young, Dave Eisinger and Mike DeLuca. Also present were City Administrator, Tessia Melvin, and City Attorney, Jeff Carson. 
Mayor Hackbarth was not in attendance.
2. ADOPT THE AGENDA
Councilmember McCoy moved to Adopt the Agenda with the addition of adding the item of Resolution of Censure; Councilmember DeLuca seconded. Motion passed 4-0.

3. STORM WATER UTILITLY RATE CHARGES

City Administrator Melvin provided a brief background on the item. The City updated its Storm Water Drainage Utility Ordinance in 20111. Since that time, the City has received two complaints on the utility billing for storm water drainage. The two property owners are seeking for the City to reduce or eliminate rates on their property as they spend a significant amount of money and time maintaining their property to allow proper storm water drainage. 
Staff’s research found that the City’s storm water utility rates are within reason of surrounding cities. City Administrator Melvin also provided research on creating a storm water credit program which would reduce rates for property owners that complete a storm water best management practice. After much discussion on this, the Council decided that this program would require too much administrative costs.
There was much discussion on the zoning of one of the property owners and the Council agreed to change the zoning from commercial/industrial to residential, as the property cannot be developed, it is land locked and is connected to the property owners residential property.

This zoning change would reduce the storm water fees, but still require the property owner to maintain the property to ensure proper storm water drainage.

City Attorney Carson agreed to talk to the property owner’s attorney. 
4. NON-RESIDENTIAL WATER RATES

City Administrator Melvin presented a brief background on the Non-Residential Water Rates for the City of Medina. The rates were created in 2010, but the development did not complete until 2013. Medina residents are charged the City’s water rates and an additional 25% charge as they are not residents of In addition to the water charges of Maple Plain for Water, the City of Medina charges its residents an additional 10% fee. 
Councilmembers agreed that the non-residential rates pay for City infrastructure and hopefully encourages Medina residents to conserve water. In the first quarter of billing, Medina residents had above average water usage due to the irrigation of lawns. 

5. RESOLUTION OF CENSURE AND PROVIDING FOR LIMITATIONS OF MAYORAL DUTIES
City Attorney Carson presented the following resolution to the Council:


RESOLUTION 14-0310-04

A RESOLUTION OF CENSURE AND PROVIDING FOR LIMITATIONS OF MAYORAL DUTIES 

WHEREAS, recent behavior by the Mayor has created a great concern by the City Council members regarding his continued leadership of the City; and 

WHEREAS, these concerns include:

1)
The exhibition of extreme anger in public while representing the City in an official capacity; to-wit: a Lake Minnetonka Communications Commission meeting.

2)
Outbursts of anger and vulgarity in public towards other City Council members and staff.

3)
Exhibition of anger directed towards staff creating an unsafe and unfriendly atmosphere in the workplace.

WHEREAS, a recent complaint by the Administrator led the City Council to authorize an independent investigation which was presented to the City Council on March 7, 2014; the findings and conclusions determined that the Mayor’s behavior was inappropriate and created a feeling of discomfort in the workplace; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council believes it has the duty to provide a safe workplace, free of the kind of behavior that the Mayor has exhibited. 
NOW, THEREFORE, The Maple Plain City Council RESOLVES, effective immediately, as follows:

1)
A formal censure of the Mayor is hereby issued by the City Council for his continued inappropriate behavior.

2)
All City Council appointments of the Mayor to committees, boards or commissions are hereby rescinded, immediately, that the City Council shall make new appointments immediately to these committees, boards and commissions; that the rescission includes all appointments on the attached list identified as Exhibit A to this Resolution.

3)
That the Mayor shall no longer represent the City on any municipal associations, including, but not limited to the League of Minnesota Cities, Metro Cities and the Northwest Hennepin League of Municipalities.  

4)
The City Administrator is directed to notify all municipal associations, boards, commissions, and committees of this City Council decision and to advise each of the City Council’s newly appointed representatives.  

5)
The Mayor shall have no direct personal contact with any City employee without another employee being present.

6)
All correspondence from the Mayor to City employees, in writing or by any form of electronic communication, shall be copied to the acting Mayor.   

This resolution passed by the Maple Plain City Council this 10th day of March 2014.    

Councilmembers agreed on the following re-appointments for 2014:

· Park Commission Liaison: Jerry Young
· Lake Minnetonka Cable Commission: Dave Eisinger
· NW Hennepin League of Municipalities: Justin McCoy
· Suburban Rate Authority: Jerry Young
· Fire Partnership: Mike DeLuca
· Minnesota Department of Transportation: Jerry Young
6. FINANCIAL UPDATE

Melvin reported that the 2013 Audit had been completed and the 2013 budget was done well. Melvin reported that she has invited an Accountant to come in and assist with the creation of a five-year operating budget, capital improvement plan and examining the water and sewer rates. The Council agreed on creating the tools to assist with future financial planning.

7. ADJOURNMENT
Councilmember McCoy moved to Adjourn; Councilmember Young seconded. Motion passed 4-0. Meeting adjourned at 6:50 p.m.


Prepared by

Tessia, City Administrator
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