Regular Meeting of the Maple Plain City Council

 Meeting Minutes

February 11, 2013
Maple Plain City Hall

7:00 PM

I. CALL TO ORDER
Acting Mayor Young called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present: Acting Mayor Jerry Young, and Councilmembers Dave Eisinger, Justin McCoy; City Administrator Jason Ziemer; City Attorney Jeff Carson; and Public Safety Director Ray McCoy.

Absent: Mayor Roger Hackbarth

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

III. ADOPT AGENDA
Councilmember McCoy recommended adding Old Business item A. Skid-Steer equipment to the Consent Agenda for approval. City Administrator Ziemer noted the action would include purchase of the broom at a cost of $4,504.88 in addition to the pallet forks and leveling bar. Council was ok with the addition to the Consent Agenda.

Councilmember McCoy moved to adopt the Agenda as amended; Councilmember Eisinger seconded. Motion passed 3-0.
IV. CONSENT AGENDA
Councilmember Eisinger moved to approve the Consent Agenda; Councilmember Young seconded. Motion passed 3-0.


Items approved under the Consent Agenda:

A. Approve January 28, 2013 workshop meeting minutes.
B. Approve January 28, 2013 regular meeting minutes.
C. Accounts payable.

D. 2013 State pay equity report.

E. LMCC cable franchise negotiation, Resolution No. 12-0211-1.
F. Skid-Steer equipment.
V. VISITORS TO BE HEARD

None.
VI. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS
None.
VII. OLD BUSINESS
A. Skid-Steer equipment.

This item was moved to and approved under the Consent Agenda.

VIII. NEW BUSINESS
B. Complete Streets policy.

City Administrator Ziemer noted the complete streets policy is based on the Walking and Biking Plan for the community. The policy requires the City and developers to consider pedestrian and bicycle improvements when constructing new or rebuilding existing streets and allow those uses to take place with normal vehicular traffic. He added the vision of the community created during the 2006 Minnesota Design Team visit was to create a community that is connected physically and socially between businesses, neighborhoods and local and regional recreation areas. The policy does not require construction of trails and sidewalks but requires consideration of such improvements with street projects with the goal of addressing pedestrian and bicycle safety and accessibility needs. Ziemer noted the policy identifies emphasis areas where trail and sidewalk work would be a focal point, but he said such improvements might still be included on other neighborhood streets in the community. He discussed the policy would be adopted by reference in an ordinance to give the City more ability to require consideration of the improvements. The Planning Commission had recommended approval.
City Planner Goodrum noted all of the City’s development policies regarding connectivity are addressed in the policy. He added the use of emphasis areas is a good addition and can help the Council with budgeting.

Ziemer said the ordinance was the first meeting and that if approved it would be added to the consent agenda at the next meeting for adoption.

Councilmember Eisinger moved to approve the policy and to place Ordinance No. 273 on the Consent Agenda of the February 25 meeting for adoption; Councilmember McCoy seconded.

Councilmember Eisinger noted there was a lot of Commission and staff time and thought put into the policy. He added the policy did not set the trail locations in stone and said the Commission had some ideas as to where trails could be moved to make the system work better.

Motion passed 3-0.

C. Economic Development Authority agenda action items.
City Administrator Ziemer reviewed items recommended to the City Council for approval.

The first item was to approve the Metropolitan Council Livable Communities grant agreement. The grant totaled $895,766 and breakdown in costs as shown.

Councilmember McCoy moved to approve the Metropolitan Council Livable Communities grant agreement, totaling $895,766; Councilmember Eisinger seconded. Motion passed 3-0.
Ziemer noted the EDA recommended the City work with Norbert and Gigi Villamil on a project to complete a survey, conduct an environmental and geotechnical analysis and develop a concept plan for four properties owned by the Villamils on the corner of County Road 19 and Baker Park Road. He said the information would then be solicited to housing developers in hopes of encouraging some type of high-density residential development. Ziemer said the project cost was $9,050 and would be split equally between both parties.

Councilmember Eisinger moved to approve the Gateway Concept Plan project; Councilmember McCoy seconded. Motion passed 3-0.

A. Maple Plain Walking and Biking Plan.
City Administrator Ziemer reviewed the proposed Walking and Biking Plan. He said the plan was intended to address both short- and long-term pedestrian and bicycle needs of the community. The plan would help the City in future discussions with the County and State regarding the future placement of trails and sidewalks. Ziemer reviewed short-term concept plans for a couple City streets, which included painting of on-street trails that would allow for both biking and pedestrian uses and not impact traffic.

Acting Mayor Young inquired about implementing the short-term concept proposed by Antonio Rosell, project consultant, on Independence Street. He asked City staff obtain a price quote to do the on-street trail in the spring on Independence Street. Ziemer believed the trail width on both sides would be five feet. Young said doing the work now would help set precedence for how the trail system could go through the community. Councilmember McCoy said if the City provides Three Rivers Park District a path to get into the City the District’s hand is forced to travel through the City. Young said the City would then drive the flow of traffic and pedestrian use. Ziemer said he would obtain those costs.
Ziemer reviewed possible additions to streets within neighborhoods, such as symbols painting on the streets and signage, where trails and sidewalks might not be constructed. Young noted the placement of visual cues would help show how streets can be used by pedestrians.

Ziemer said the plan was very comprehensive and addressed issues of importance to the City. He added it was generated by citizen input and involvement through several workshops. Several of the items in the plan were already underway, including the red light pedestrian crossing. Rosell was instrumental in assisting the City work with MnDOT in obtaining the proposed red light pedestrian signal crossing.

Young said the whole plan was well developed by Rosell and the City would not be where it was at today without the plan.

Councilmember McCoy moved to approve the Maple Plain Walking and Biking Plan; Councilmember Eisinger seconded. Motion passed 3-0.

IX. LEGISLATIVE/INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

None.
X. COUNCIL REPORTS & OTHER BUSINESS

Councilmember Eisinger thanked the Mound and Long Lake Fire Departments for their help cleaning and putting away equipment, allowing Maple Plain Fire staff to return to training. He said the two departments helped after City crews returned from a structure fire.
City Administrator Ziemer inquired about an interview date for the Council vacancy, noting the Council had three candidates. Acting Mayor Young stated the interviews should take place on February 25 at 5 p.m. and the workshop scheduled for that night should be moved to March 11. All three candidates would be interviewed.

Councilmember McCoy moved to schedule the council interviews for February 25 at 5 p.m.; reschedule the workshop to March 11 at 5:30 p.m. and cancel the March 11 EDA meeting; Councilmember Eisinger seconded. Motion passed 3-0.

XI. CLOSED SESSION
None.
XII. ADJOURNMENT
Councilmember McCoy moved to Adjourn; Councilmember Eisinger seconded. Motion passed 3-0. Meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m.
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Prepared by

Jason Ziemer, City Administrator
PAGE  
Council Minutes 02-11-13     4

