Regular Meeting of the Maple Plain City Council

 Meeting Minutes

January 28, 2013
Maple Plain City Hall

7:00 PM

I. CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Hackbarth called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.

Present: Mayor Roger Hackbarth, and Councilmembers Dave Eisinger and Justin McCoy; City Administrator Jason Ziemer; City Attorney Jeff Carson; City Planner Tom Goodrum; City Engineer Dan Boyum; and Public Safety Director Ray McCoy.
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

III. ADOPT AGENDA
City Administrator Ziemer requested the skid-steer equipment item be pulled for further staff evaluation.
Councilmember Eisinger moved to adopt the Agenda as amended; Councilmember Young seconded. Motion passed 4-0.
IV. CONSENT AGENDA
Mayor Hackbarth clarification of certain accounts payable; City Administrator Ziemer explained items requested for payment. Hackbarth noted he had provided an edit to the minutes from January 14.

Councilmember McCoy moved to approve the Consent Agenda with minutes as amended; Councilmember Young seconded. Motion passed 4-0.

Councilmember Eisinger moved to approve the accounts payable; Councilmember McCoy seconded. Motion passed 4-0.

Items approved under the Consent Agenda:

A. Approve January 14, 2013 regular meeting minutes.
B. Accounts payable.
V. VISITORS TO BE HEARD

John Quinlivan, Blackwater Coffee, 5159 Main Street, discussed recent assessments against his business and water usage concerns. He felt his business should have received a credit for having replaced a portion of the City’s water line under Oak Street in 2005 and that he should not have had to pay for the sidewalks along Oak Street as the Northstar building development had to incur those costs when he built that building. He also inquired about $60,000 promised by Hennepin County help pay for the Oak Street improvements. Regarding his water usage, he reported his last two water bills were excessively high and felt the issues were tied to the Oak Street project.

Councilmember Young suggested Quinlivan monitor his water usage by writing down the meter number after the business closes and when it opens in the morning as a starting point. Councilmember Eisinger said the $60,000 was never a guarantee and that it was not an option for the City in the end. Young added that the Council did its best to try to get help covering project costs. Eisinger said the Council had several discussions regarding the sidewalks and felt they should be part of the street improvement costs. Quinlivan said he had issues with the walks on the south side that might only benefit Waconia Farm Supply.

City Administrator Ziemer noted he and Quinlivan had talked about the water line and related credit and that he had told Quinlivan the City would meet its obligation if there was an agreement for the City to cost-share in that water line work back in 2005, but that Quinlivan had not provided information regarding that issue. City Engineer Boyum stated he would look back through past information when the Blackwater project was going forward.
VI. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS
A. Hennepin County Commissioner Jeff Johnson.

Commissioner Johnson reported the County levy had increased only 1.5%. He also updated the Council on his work to reduce the number of watershed districts from 11 down to three or four and all of those districts would have taxing authority. He was still working on the concept and would not be going to the Legislature for support. Johnson added he would meet with County Public Works Director Jim Grube about the Oak Street project.

Mayor Hackbarth noted he was hoping to form a task force of neighboring communities and the County to discuss how the entities would handle traffic and other issues in the future. Johnson said he would try to coordinate a meeting.
Councilmember McCoy asked if the County would be interested in cost-sharing the new red light pedestrian crossing as it connected directly into the County Library. Johnson said he would visit with Grube. McCoy also asked Johnson about the proposed radio fees. Johnson said he did not support them and thought they would not be approved.

Hackbarth thanked Johnson for meeting with the Council.

B. West Hennepin Public Safety monthly report.

Director McCoy reviewed the incidents from the past month, noting they had increased over the same period of time in 2011. He said the number of crashes were down and attributed them to recent highway improvements. McCoy also advised the Council on a recent phone scam going on and advised people if they received a call from someone stating they were from Xcel Energy to call the police.
McCoy noted emergency response training for elected officials was scheduled the first week in February at Long Lake City Hall. He also reported the spring Police Citizens Academy was March 7 through April 18. He concluded his remarks by noting he anticipated the police budget would go over by about 2.5% for the first time since he became chief.

Mayor Hackbarth inquired about the hiring of a new officer. McCoy reviewed the timeline and noted there were 15 candidates selected for a panel interview. He would interview the final 2-3 and make his recommendation for hire to the Police Commission.

Councilmember Young moved to accept the West Hennepin Public Safety monthly report; Councilmember Eisinger seconded. Motion passed 4-0.
C. City Engineer monthly report.

City Engineer Boyum reported the new sanitary sewer lift station generator was now up and running. He also noted water staff at Stantec had completed the wellhead protection plan and had received comments back from staff.

Mayor Hackbarth inquired about the wellhead protection plan. Boyum stated the plan is intended to identify potential threats to City wells and how the City intended to protect them and those water supplies. He said the Minnesota Department of Health completed the Phase 1 part of the plan for the City; Phase 2 was up to the City to complete. Hackbarth thought City staff was completing the plan. City Administrator Ziemer said the scope of the work required was outside the ability and expertise of him and/or Public Works staff. He added staff did provide information to Stantec water engineers. Boyum noted a proposal was brought to the Council for approval.

Councilmember Eisinger moved to approve the City Engineer monthly report; Councilmember McCoy seconded. Motion passed 4-0.
D. City Planner monthly report.
City Planner Goodrum noted the Planning Commission was continuing its work on the Industrial Park zoning updates, and had recently finalized the City’s complete streets and walking and biking plans. He concluded by reporting the Commission would be completing their review of the home occupation conditional use permit request.
Councilmember McCoy moved to approve the City Planner monthly report; Councilmember Young seconded.
Mayor Hackbarth asked if the property owner had not been allowed to work during the review. City Administrator Ziemer said no restrictions had been placed on the property owner. Goodrum noted the hold up on the application was unresolved issues regarding the use of hazardous chemicals on the property. Councilmember Eisinger said the property owner had finally submitted the required fire and hazardous material sheets but that there were still questions on quantity and use of those products.

Motion passed 4-0.

VII. OLD BUSINESS
A. Employee cost of living adjustment, Resolution No. 13-0128-1.
City Administrator Ziemer noted the City Council had discussed a cost of living adjustment for full-time staff at the workshop prior to the meeting and had agreed on 3%. He noted the adjustment would only for the City Administrator and two Public Works employees as the newly hired Assistant to the City Administrator employee was still within her probationary period.
Councilmember McCoy moved to approve Resolution No. 13-0128-1, authorizing a 3% cost of living adjustment for eligible full-time City employees and for the Council to review salaries at mid-year; Councilmember Young seconded.
Mayor Hackbarth noted the budget had been approved with a 3% salary increase.

Motion passed 4-0.
VIII. NEW BUSINESS
A. Metropolitan Council inflow and infiltration grant agreement.
City Administrator Ziemer presented the Metropolitan Council inflow and infiltration grant agreement, indicating the City had received $106,400 in funding for two sanitary sewer projects.
Councilmember Young moved to approve the grant agreement and to direct the Mayor and City Administrator to execute the agreement; Councilmember McCoy seconded.
Councilmember Eisinger noted the Council would need to review the projects and decide if the City would use the funds. Ziemer advised the Metropolitan Council was awarding the funds based on each recipient City’s commitment to use the funds and that the Council had previously indicated it would accept the monies. Mayor Hackbarth said he was concerned about what other infrastructure projects would be discovered if those projects were completed. Ziemer added the Main Street-Maple Avenue project that received funds had also received grant monies through the Livable Communities Program. Councilmember Young said if the City cannot afford to do the projects the money would be sent back. Hackbarth said he was concerned about the estimated contingencies and indirect costs shown.

Motion passed 4-0.

IX. LEGISLATIVE/INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

City Administrator Ziemer reported he would be participating in a Web conference regarding Governor Mark Dayton’s proposed LGA reform. He noted information he had already received from the state indicated Maple Plain’s LGA amount would drop for 2014.

X. COUNCIL REPORTS & OTHER BUSINESS

Councilmember McCoy reported he had attended the League of Minnesota Cities elected officials conference.

Mayor Hackbarth inquired about the City’s insurance dividend amount received from the League of Minnesota Cities, noting it was the largest payment ever. Ziemer said he was not sure about the amount but would check and report back. Hackbarth added the next City newsletter needed to include transportation options for senior citizens and a notice to see if anyone was interested in serving as the City’s representative to the Pioneer Sarah Creek Watershed Commission.
City Administrator Ziemer noted the interview date for persons applying for the vacant City Council seat was moved back to the week of February 25.

XI. CLOSED SESSION
None.
XII. ADJOURNMENT
Councilmember Young moved to Adjourn; Councilmember Eisinger seconded. Motion passed 4-0. Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.
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Prepared by

Jason Ziemer, City Administrator
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