Maple Plain City Council Meeting
Workshop Minutes
November 23, 2015
Maple Plain City Hall
1. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Young called the meeting to order at 6 p.m. 

Present: Councilmembers Dave Eisinger, Justin McCoy, Mike DeLuca, Julie Maas-Kusske and Mayor Jerry Young. Also present was City Administrator, Tessia Melvin.

2.  ADOPT AGENDA

Councilmember Eisinger moved to adopt the agenda; seconded by Councilmember DeLuca. Motion passed 5-0.


3. 	TRUTH IN TAXATION



 Melvin welcomed the audience and stated that a county, city school district or metropolitan special tax district are required to hold a Truth-in-Taxation public hearing. A Truth-in-Taxation public hearing allows resident to express their opinions on the budget and on the proposed property taxes of various agencies. 

Melvin stated that the assessor estimates that 19.70% of residential property owners will experience a 1-4.9% ($1-$150 per year) of property tax change in 2016. In addition, the assessor estimates a 62.89% of residential property owners will experience a 5-9% ($150-$300 per year) in property tax change in 2016. Property values throughout the County have increased by about 4%, but residents in Maple Plain will experience an average of 8% in property values. The assessor estimates that 92% of commercial properties will experience a 1-4.9% of property tax change,
	Melvin explained that a resident’s property taxes go to the following areas: 
· Hennepin County
· City of Maple Plain
· Orono School District
· Metropolitan Council
· Metropolitan Mosquitoes
· Metropolitan Transit
· Three Rivers Park District
· Park Museum
· Hennepin County HRA
· Watershed (Pioneer Sarah Creek / Minnehaha Creek)


Melvin stated that the preliminary budget projected a proposed general fund of $1,656,712, which is a .05% decrease from 2015. The total tax levy was projected to increase by 3.47% to a total of $1,466,223. The increase covers the total debt service of $142,738.

Melvin Shared that the current proposed budget for 2016 contains:

	Council
	$51,600 
	

	Administration
	$296,180 
	

	Planning and Zoning
	$20,000 
	

	Building Services
	$33,450 
	

	Police
	$506,524 
	

	Fire
	$178,075 
	

	Inspections
	$14,850 
	

	Streets
	$192,820 
	

	Snow
	$11,500 
	

	Parks
	$49,640 
	

	Community Events
	$29,030 
	

	Economic Development
	$6,580 
	

	Contingencies
	$20,000 
	

	Transfers
	$224,215 
	

	Debt
	$22,248 
	

	
	$1,656,712 
	


Melvin added that in looking at the past budgets and levies, the current proposed values are needed to pay for debt services, and the general fund for 2016 is actually lower than it was in 2008, but the services have significantly increase.

	Year
	Budget
	Levy

	2016
	$1,677,138(0.5%▼)
	1,466,223(3.47%▲)

	2015
	$1,685,581(1.9%▲)
	1,415,305(7.26%▲)

	2014
	$1,634,400 (0.9%▼)
	$1,319,448 (3.37%▲)

	2013
	$1,643,456 (1.9%▲)
	$1,276,384 (2.5%▲)

	2012
	$1,612,262 (0.7%▲)
	$1,245,190 (5.132%▲)

	2011
	$1,601,335 (1.8%▲)
	$1,184,406 (0.029%▲)

	2010
	$1,572,733 (10.3%▼)
	$1,184,059 (2.3%▼)

	2009
	$1,753,715 (3.8%▲)
	$1,212,133 (3.4%▲)

	2008
	$1,687,128 (7.6%▲)
	$1,172,226 (23.0%▲)



The Council listened to two audience members, who asked for a clarification in the property taxes for 2016. 

4.    ADJOURNMENT
Councilmember Eisinger moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:45 p.m.; seconded by Councilmember DeLuca. Motion passed 5-0.
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