Maple Plain City Council Meeting
Workshop Minutes
October 26, 2015
Maple Plain City Hall
1. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Young called the meeting to order at 5:25 p.m. 

Present: Councilmembers Dave Eisinger, Justin McCoy, Mike DeLuca, Julie Maas-Kusske and Mayor Jerry Young. Also present were City Administrator, Tessia Melvin, and City Engineer, Dan Boyum.

Karen Schafer was also in attendance from the MN Beef Council.

2.  ADOPT AGENDA

Councilmember Eisinger moved to adopt the agenda; seconded by Councilmember DeLuca. Motion passed 5-0.

3. MEETING WITH THE MN BEEF COUNCIL

Melvin reported that staff recently met with representatives from the MN Beef Council to discuss the purchase of 5469 Highway 12. While the Beef Council loves the location, they are concerned about the current sewer issues with the property. Melvin stated at the April 27, 2015, meeting the City Council presented two options to the current owner, which would resolve the issue. The options included:
1. Abandon the existing sewer line running to Spring Avenue and install a new sewer line along Pioneer Avenue to the manhole on Main Street East. This line would need to be a pressurized line as a result of the shallow main line located in Main Street East. In order to pressure the line, a grinder pump would need to be installed. The City provided an estimated cost of $37,000 for this option. The sanitary sewer would have to be routed over the top of an existing storm sewer in the right of way. Having to maneuver around the existing storm sewer would also cause the depth of the pipe to be shallow.
2. Replace the existing 4” gravity sanitary sewer with a new 4” gravity sanitary sewer line. The property owner would need to acquire the requisite easements from the adjoining property owner where the existing pipe is routed. This amount of restoration would potentially require pipe replacement and insulation of the new pipe due to the shallow depth. A price was not given.
Melvin reported that Bill Woods did not attend the meeting, nor respond to staff. In addition, Bill Woods owned the adjoining property, which would require the easement, but sold the property knowing there were sewer issues.
[bookmark: _GoBack]There was much discussion on if the City would consider paying for this project. The Council agreed that this project is a private issue and it cannot begin paying for private work. Staff did agree to explore if there were any additional grants available to assist with the project. Boyum agreed to identify the line from Spring Avenue and provide an estimated cost to run service on Pioneer Avenue. 

4. DISCUSSION OF WORKPLAN OF THE DEMOLITION OF THE DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AREA

Melvin presented some background on the issue. Staff would like to begin demolition of the current site in December 2015. In order to meet the requirements, the City Council needs to address the issue of what to do with the current well located at City Hall. There are three options. One, keep it for emergency services. This would require the City to pull the pump and submerge the well or build a pump house around it. Two, the City could permanently seal the well and plan to build a new well in the future. Three, the City could add the well into the street project and begin treating the water.
The Council discussed the age of the well and the costs and agreed to keep it for emergency services. 
5. OTHER

Melvin presented a resident request of Camille Walz to waive part of her water bill to pay for recent plumbing work done to her house. Ms. Walz is asking the Council to reimburse her $110.85 for a plumbing bill to restore water pressure to her kitchen sink. Melvin reported that there was a water break, but Public Works was able to restore water to the property. They stated that in older water softeners, sometimes debris can clog one of the sinks of the house, which is what occurred.

The Council agreed that it is the responsibility of the City to provide water to the house, after it reaches the house, it is the responsibility of the homeowner to make sure it is accessible from all faucets. The Council agreed to deny her reimbursement.

Melvin presented a letter that was sent to Dave and Carla Liesch that stated the Council was not interested in continuing the lease of the Minnesota Department of Transportation right of way, because in the past, the agreement had not been adhered to. The letter stated that this will remove parking in the right-of-way, which may result in a self-imposed non-conformance regarding the City’s commercial parking requirements. 

6. ADJOURNMENT
Councilmember Eisinger moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:28 p.m.; seconded by Councilmember DeLuca. Motion passed 5-0.

