Maple Plain City Council Meeting
Workshop Minutes
October 12, 2015
Maple Plain City Hall
1. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Young called the meeting to order at 5:29 p.m. 

Present: Councilmembers Dave Eisinger, Justin McCoy, Mike DeLuca, Julie Maas-Kusske and Jerry Young. Also present were City Administrator, Tessia Melvin, and City Attorney, Jeff Carson.

Jason Kuboushek, Attorney for the League of Minnesota Cities, was also present for the Closed Session.

2.  ADOPT AGENDA

Councilmember Eisinger moved to adopt the agenda; seconded by Councilmember Maas-Kusske. Motion passed 5-0.

3. CLOSED SESSION: CONSIDERATION OF SETTLEMENT FOR MAGNOLIA 8 PROPERTY

The Council went into closed session at 5:33 P.M.

The Council came out of closed session at 5:55 p.m. City Attorney, Jeff Carson, stated that the Closed Session was for the Council to discuss possible litigation for the property at 5210 Main Street East. The property owner provided a settlement to the City, which the City Council did not accept.

4. STATUS OF SHARED SERVICES/CONSIDERATION OF MAPLE PLAIN USING INDEPENDENCE’S BUILDING INSPECTOR

Melvin presented some background on the issue of using Independence’s Building Inspector. Currently the City of Maple Plain pays about $10,000 to Metro West for Building Inspection. This money comes directly from a percentage of the permit fees collected.
Melvin reported that staff has discussed sharing a building inspector with the City of Independence’s Interim City Administrator. Independence asked that they be billed hourly for the work and drive time of their building inspector at a fee between $49-$59 per hour. In providing the Building Inspector a list of permits pulled in 2014, and having the Inspector create a total of estimated hours, it looks like the result could be between $6,000-$8,500 per year.

The City Council discussed this issue, and while they agreed to the possibility, they asked that staff consider having the Building Inspector report to West Hennepin Public Safety and serve as a building official and code enforcement officer to both cities. In addition, the Building Official could serve as a Community Service Officer for the Department. The Council agreed that the JPA with West Hennepin has worked great for both cities.
Melvin reported that both cities will meet on Tuesday, October 27 at the City of Independence to discuss Shared Services.
5. NORTHSIDE PARK CONCEPT PLAN

Melvin presented a concept of the Northside Park Master Plan. Melvin stated that Councilmembers McCoy and Maas-Kusske along with staff have met with the Maple Plain Historic Museum Committee and the American Legion to begin conversations about a master plan for Northside Park that will include the museum and a Veteran’s Memorial.

Melvin reported that in working with the American Legion, a preliminary plan has been discussed. Some desires requested of the Legion include:
	a. More greenery on the west side of the basketball court and Budd Avenue
	b. Paved parking lot
	c. Pavers for engraving
	d. Flags of each service
e. Memorial made of granite
f.  Timpe Field backstops to be heightened to include a “net screen” to reduce the number of balls leaving the field and menacing spectators and creating safety concerns in the park, basketball, concession stand, other fields and parking lot.

Councilmembers McCoy and Maas-Kusske along with staff have met with the Museum Committee. Some of the Museum Committees desires include:
	a. Electrical outlet
	b. New siding
	c. Signage in the park and on Highway 12
	d. Use of City’s Laserfiche
	e. Additional City banner of the museum
	f. Christmas lighting to be held in Park
	g. Water fountain, or pump
	h. Meandering walkway
	g. Lindholm memorial
	f. Contract with the City to ensure that the things are owned by the 
             Committee but the building by the City, and the City responsible for 
            maintenance.
g. Rain gardens
	h. Street lighting with lantern style
The City Council asked staff to present the plan to the Parks Commission to 
gather input and any concerns. The Council agreed to the concept presented and
was very pleased to have all parties involved working together to create a better Maple Plain.
5. MILLAR EMAIL AND REQUEST

City Attorney, Jeff Carson, presented the Council with an e-mail from a property 
owner asking for reimbursement to have their driveway insulated. The property
 owner filed a claim with the League of Minnesota Cities, and was denied, so is now asking the City to pay the cost, or be sued. 

The Council agreed that the Engineer worked properly on this property and the changes were made via direction from the homeowner through a subcontractor, and did not reflect the proper elevations as the original plans.
6. [bookmark: _GoBack]OTHER BUSINESS

Melvin asked the Council for direction on the MnDOT lease of parking lot and the Leisch lease for the parking lot. Staff reported that the business owner is behind on monthly payments. The Council directed staff to not renew the parking lot lease with the business owner.

7. ADJOURNMENT
Councilmember Eisinger moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:25 p.m.; seconded by Councilmember DeLuca. Motion passed 5-0.

