Maple Plain City Council 
Meeting Minutes
July 27, 2015
Maple Plain City Hall
1. CALL TO ORDER

Acting Mayor McCoy called the meeting to order at 7 p.m. 

Present: Councilmembers Justin McCoy, Dave Eisinger, Mike DeLuca and Julie Maas-Kusske. Also present were City Administrator, Tessia Melvin; City Planner, Mark Kaltsas; City Attorney, Jeff Carson, and City Engineer, Dan Boyum.  

Mayor Jerry Young was absent.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
 
3. ADOPT AGENDA

Councilmember Maas-Kusske moved to adopt the agenda; seconded by Councilmember DeLuca. Motion passed 4-0.

4. CONSENT AGENDA

Items to approve under Consent Agenda:

A. Approve June 8 EDA Minutes
B. Approve July 13 City Council regular meeting minutes
C. Accounts Payable
D. Resolution to authorize the transfer of assessment payment of 5687 Main Street West
Councilmember Eisinger moved to adopt the consent agenda with minor changes to the July 13 meeting minutes; seconded by Councilmember DeLuca. Motion passed 4-0
5. PUBLIC HEARINGS
There were no public hearings.

A. Monthly City Planner Report
City Planner, Mark Kaltsas, provided the monthly report to the City Council. Staff has corresponded with the various constituents over the course of the last month:
· Nuisance and or ordinance violations which include; noxious weeds, construction debris, animals, junk or too many vehicles and brush piles.
· Correspondence with a resident regarding concerns about an industrial park business and their air filtration system.
· Correspondence with a resident regarding the vacation of a public alley.
· Correspondence and coordination with the developer of Meadows of Maple Plain.
· Correspondence and provide information to the environmental consultant regarding the Phase I of the gas station property
· Correspondence with Day Distributing regarding grading permit
· Correspondence with Akona property owner about use and zoning
Councilmember Maas-Kusske asked about the ground breaking for the Meadows of Maple Plain. Kaltsas responded that a new developer is involved in the project and a meeting is scheduled with all parties included in the development. Staff will provide an updated timeline when available. 
Councilmember Eisinger moved to adopt the Monthly City Planner Report; seconded by Councilmember Maas-Kusske. Motion passed 4-0.
B. Monthly City Engineer Report
City Engineer, Dan Boyum,  provided the monthly report to the City Council. Engineering activities since the last monthly report are as follows:
· Prepare the final payment request for the Budd Avenue Sanitary Sewer Improvements. 
· Responded to various property owners on the punchlist items of Main Street West and Rainbow Avenue
· Reviewed items to be completed by LaTour, including some of punchlist, 5990 Main Street West drainage improvements and final lift of bituminous
· Responded to residents regarding the current condition of the reseeding and weeds of Main Street West and Rainbow Avenue
· Prepared a final payment request from LaTour with different options on retainage for Council consideration
· Corresponded with developer and City Planner regarding the Meadows of Maple Plain
· Worked on MS4 permit items and forwarded to the MPCA
· Responded to questions regarding the Downtown Development
· Responded to questions on new home construction
Councilmember Eisinger moved to adopt the Monthly City Engineer Report; seconded by Councilmember DeLuca. Motion passed 4-0.
6. OLD BUSINESS
A. Letter from 5665 Main Street West Property Owner
Rick Shenk, resident at 5665 Main Street West, read a letter to the Council regarding his property and city services. The letter stated three reasons for his addressing the Council:
1. While his opinion has not changed, the legal system functioned and he accepts the ruling on his case against the City of Maple Plain.
2. Thank you to the City Council and staff helping out during the floods of his property. He appreciates the work of Main Street West and Rainbow Avenue Utility and Road Reconstruction, as his property benefits from the improvements
3. If there is any way he can serve the City, please let him know. 
B. Collision Corner Conditional Use Permit to Modify their Previously Approved CUP

Kaltsas reported that the Planning Commission considered the information presented related to the retest to amend the Conditional Use Permit. Commissioners clarified they would not be taking official action on the request, but would provide direction to the applicant and a recommendation to the City Council that included six considerations:

1. Expansion of the CUP to the north properties: Commissioners discussed the limitations on being able to expand the Conditional Use Permit due to the non-conforming status of the existing use. Commissioners recommended that the City not consider allowing any expansion of the existing use into the properties north of Oak Street. 

2. Use of Oak Street Right of Way for Private Access Driveway: Commissioners discussed the concept of a license agreement to better understand how the agreement would work. Commissioners were generally supportive of the idea of licensing of the right of way for an access drive into the existing site. It was noted by the Planning Commission that the use of the right of way should be limited to a driveway and possibly additional on-street parking. Long-term parking or storage would not be permitted in the right of way.

3. Screening/Landscaping/Dumpster Enclosure: Commissioners discussed increasing the buffering and screening so the property was effectively screened from Highway 12 and Boundary Avenue. Commissioners also commented that the application should screen the parking areas from residential properties to the north and east. This preferred screening and buffering would include a combination of fencing and landscaping.

4. Proposed Building Expansion: It was noted that the City Council approved the building expansion in 2001. Commissioners were relatively supportive of the possible building expansion. 

5. Automobile Sales on Highway 12: Commissioners discussed the possibility of increasing the number of permitted automobiles sold on the property. Commissioners wanted to understand how the proposed sales could be access without utilizing the Highway 12 right of way

6. Parking: Planning Commissioners discussed the overall number of vehicles parked on the site. Commissioners recognized that there is a significant deficiency between the number of vehicles parked on the site and the number of existing parking spaces. The Commissioners noted that outdoor storage permitted for parts and vehicles that are not whole. The applicant suggested removing the building located on the south side of the parking area along Highway 12.

There was much discussion among the Councilmembers and the applicants. The Council expressed their concerns regarding the parking, fire department access and the appearance of the site. 

Residents also spoke on the topic and mentioned that the first Conditional Use Permit granted in 1988 had not been completed with a berm and a fence.

Council directed staff to find the 1988 CUP application and work with the applicant. Councilmember DeLuca stated that he would like to see progress made on these improvements as addressing the expired CUP has been long overdue. 
7. NEW BUSINESS
A. Vacating of Public Land between properties 5665 Main Street West and 1565 Rainbow Avenue
City Planner, Kaltsas, reported that no formal action can be taken, but staff and the applicant are looking for Council direction. The City Council could consider the following:
1. There is no public purpose of the property and direct staff to hold a public hearing and make a formal decision.
2. There is public purpose of the property and direct the applicant to withdraw the application.
Kaltsas reported that the City currently has an old alley that connects to Rainbow Park. Currently David Prinzing and Michael Prinzing would like the City to vacate the land to them. Kaltsas reported that a survey would need to be done in order to go forward, but the applicant would like Council direction on this issue. Staff has asked the applicant to contact abutting property owner and gain his approval in a petition. Staff has not yet received this information. 
David Prinzing stated that the City cannot use the alley for a trail as it is not large enough and claims that there is no public purpose of the property. He stated that the property owners maintain it, so he should be allowed to use the property. City Administrator Melvin stated that the alley is no different than a boulevard, and while they are used for public purpose, they are to be maintained by the property owners.
The Council provided staff and the applicant direction that the land is used for public purpose and they have no interest in vacating the property at this time. 
B. Authorization to install wood fiber in City Parks
Melvin reported that the City Parks are in need of new wood fiber, which is ADA compliant. Melvin provided the Council with the following options:
1. Install new wood fiber at Northside Park: $3,600
2. Install new wood fiber at Bryantwood Park $6,800
3. Top dress Bryantwood Park with wood fiber: $1,200
4. Top dress Rainbow Park:$1,800
Councilmember Eisinger moved to install new fiber at Northside Park and top dress the other parks for 2015; seconded by Councilmember DeLuca. Motion passed 4-0.
C.  Existing Tree at 5679 Main Street West
Melvin reported that the property owner at 5679 Main Street West is looking for the City to take action on his existing tree. The tree is outside the right-of-way, and thus was not proposed to be removed by the contractor. The mountain ash tree leafed out earlier this spring; however the property owner indicated that the leaves started to brown up after the leaf-out. Staff has been in contact with the contractor and he indicated that his crew had not done anything on the property except some hand spreading of topsoil and seeding. The leaves are browning up on the house side and not the utility construction side of the tree. 
The property owner Alex Wikstrom spoke and asked the Council to take action. Councilmember Eisinger stated that the photos appear that the work was done outside of the dripline.
The City Council directed staff to have a meeting with the property owner and discuss possible solutions. 
D. Main Street West and Rainbow Avenue Utility and Street Improvement Payment Request No. 8
City Engineer, Boyum stated the final lift of the bituminous was completed on July 9 and the contractor continues to complete punch list items. Boyum asked the Council to consider one of three payment options for the contractor:
1. Option 1: $79,731 (keep retainage fee at 5%)
2. Option 2: $135,244.82 (keep retainage fee at 3%)
3. Option 3: $166,001.33 (keep retainage fee at 2%)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Councilmember Eisinger moved to pay the contractor $166,001.33; seconded by Councilmember DeLuca. Motion passed 4-0.
    9. LEGISLATIVE/INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

    There were no items discussed. 
10. COUNCIL REPORTS AND OTHER ACTIVITIES
Melvin reminded the residents and Council of Maple Plain Days.
11. VISITORS TO BE HEARD
Judy Sutherland spoke on the following items:
1. Maple Plain Days Committee still needs volunteers
2. As an owner of a landscape company, she suggested the property owner get an arborist to look at the tree, as mountain ash are a very hard species to grow in Minnesota.
3. She asked that the Council continue to act on the CUP for collision corners
4. She asked why the Pioneer Laker had not reported on the signed development agreement for the Downtown area. Melvin commented that she had sent a press release to both papers the Pioneer Laker and the Delano Herald.
12. ADJOURNMENT
Councilmember DeLuca moved to adjourn the meeting at 10:10 p.m.; seconded by Councilmember Eisinger. Motion passed 4-0.

