AGENDA

MAPLE PLAIN CITY COUNCIL – REGULAR MEETING
MAPLE PLAIN CITY HALL
July 25, 2016
6:30 P.M.
1. WELCOME

2. CALL TO ORDER

Present: Mayor, Jerry Young, Councilmembers Justin McCoy, Mike DeLuca, Julie Maas-Kusske. Also present City Administrator, Robert Schoen, City Engineer, Dan Boyum, City Planner, Mark Kaltsas and City Attorney, John Thames

Absent: Councilmember, Dave Eisinger.
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
4. ADOPT AGENDA
Recommendation by Councilmember Maas-Kusske to move agenda item “Katie Rodriguez, Metropolitan Council” after the “CenterPoint Energy” and “Step to It” agenda items. 

Addition to the Consent Agenda by Councilmember McCoy to change the title of employee, Sharon Spicer, to be Deputy Clerk.

Motion by Councilmember McCoy to adopt the July 25th City Council Agenda, seconded by Councilmember DeLuca. Motion passed 4 to 0.
5. CENTERPOINT ENERGY COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP GRANT AWARD

Roger Schmitz, CenterPoint Energy, presented on the Community Partnership Grant Program. Since 2003, the program has received over $1.38 million in donations to collaborate with cities to purchase safety equipment or safety projects. Over 700 projects have been completed to date.
Schmitz presented the City of Maple Plain with a Grant in the amount of $1,350. The grant money will be used towards air cylinders for confined space rescue to be used by the fire department.
6. STEP TO IT GRAND PRIZE WINNER

Sarah Schafer was the grand prize winner of the Step To It Program put on by Hennepin County for the month of May. Sarah outstepped everyone that month. To congratulate Sara, the West Hennepin Chamber of Commerce gave a $100 gift card to Gear West as presented by Council and City Staff.

Sara was present to accept the gift card from Mayor Young. 
7. KATIE RODRIGUEZ, METROPOLITAN COUNCIL

Katie Rodriguez from the Metropolitan Council provided an update to City Council on the eligibility of the Planning Grant, transportation, and more. Andrew Reardon  is a Community Relations Specialist from the Metropolitan Council also joined her. Fray Lemon, Planner with the Met. Council, could not be present at the meeting, but contacting her was suggested for planning assistance in relation to the grant.
Rodriguez stated that the City of Maple Plain is eligible for a planning grant through the Met. Council, up to $32,000; to include GIS Mapping Services. 

Mayor Young asked what assistance the Met. Council would provide through this Grant. Rodriguez explained they would help with changes and maps. 

Rodriguez mentioned the Livable Community (LCA) Staff is also available to ask questions of, especially in respect to Maple Plain’s downtown redevelopment. 

Rodriguez stated she hopes to get a tour of Maple Plain so she can see the city and its projects and best promote it within the Met. Council. 
Rodriguez spoke of Counties’ desire to change the structure of the Met. Council and offered her perspective: the Met. Council provides a strong force for the metro region in terms of state-wide competition and create fluid change and updates in infrastructure and otherwise. Furthermore, the Met. Council is the leading authority of transportation, and they are striving to do better in this area – with special mention of Highway 12 safety.
Councilmember McCoy asked if there are other means of funding for Highway 12 safety improvements. Rodriguez stated there are other means that she recommends the City should explore. There is a Regional Solicitation grant program which allows local communities/counties to ban together and get monies for their projects, up to $7 million. Although not covering the entire projects, but in collaboration with the County or a Ted  Grant, then more progress may be made.  

Mayor Young asked how MNDOT ranks projects to be done. Rodriguez answered that MNDOT did begin to prioritize Highway 12 in that they allocated over $3 million to place turn lanes and a concrete median in the bypass. MNDOT uses different and multiple metrics to prioritize projects. Mayor Young asks for further explanation as to why work has not been done on Highway 12. Rodriguez states there are other council’s and cities also advocating simultaneously and it is impossible to complete all of the projects at one time. Mayor Young thanked her for her time and assistance.
Councilmember Maas-Kusske stated that the city needs Rodriguez’s support and assistance to put Maple Plain on the map and be a priority, and take some of the Met. Council’s emphasis off of the immediate metropolitan/first-ring suburban area. Rodriguez congratulated the Highway 12 Safety Coalition on their job well done.
Councilmember DeLuca asked Rodriguez her thoughts on the governance authority of the Met. Council although they are not an elected body. Rodriguez responded that the legislature approves their levy, which is specific to the taxation. Organizations are conducting studies on having city elected officials serve, and issues are arriving that would make that difficult; time availability, and conflicts of interest.
Councilmember McCoy thanked Rodriguez for the Met. Council’s work and the positive effect it has had on the community, and stated the more direct to job areas the route can go the better. Rodriguez agreed and stated there is little money to give towards bus routes now. Councilmember DeLuca mentioned an alternative route for a bus route.

8. 
CONSENT AGENDA
                 A.  Accounts Payable
                 B.  June 27, 2016, City Council Minutes


C.  July 11, 2016 City Council Workshop Minutes



D.  Resignation of Peter Keding from the Maple Plain Fire Department


E.  Change of Title of Sharon Spicer as Deputy Clerk


Motion by Councilmember McCoy, seconded by Councilmember DeLuca. Motion



passed 4 to 0.
           
6.      ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS
A. City Engineer June and July Report
The highlights as presented by City Engineer Dan Boyum included: Erosion control in the Meadows of Maple Plain, Budd Avenue Improvements, Downtown Improvements Feasibility Study, Well No. 4, and other miscellaneous tasks.
Motion by Councilmember McCoy and seconded by Councilmember Maas-Kusske to approve the City Engineer’s June and July Report. Motion passed 4 to 0.

B. City Planner June and July Report

Mark Kaltsas, City Planner, updated the Council. There were no planning commission meetings since the last Council meeting. The next Planning Commission meeting will discuss the Temporary Healthcare Dwelling Statute, an application for an expansion on Proto Labs parking lot, and the Collision Corner conditional use permit. Kaltsas has received interest in the vacant lot near Highway 12 and has a meeting with developers. Kaltsas has received other miscellaneous inquiries. 
City Attorney, John Thames, answered questions regarding the Temporary Healthcare Dwelling Statute that is up for discussion in cities.

Motion by Councilmember McCoy, seconded by Councilmember Maas-Kusske, to approve the City Planner’s June and July Report. Motion passed 4 to 0.

C. Public Works June and July Report

City Administrator, Robert Schoen, presented the Public Works June and July Report. Public works has been maintaining miscellaneous street maintenance, tree trimming, power line collaboration, compost site maintenance, water projects, parks upkeep, ground maintenance, and additional projects.
Motion by Councilmember McCoy, seconded by Councilmember DeLuca, to approve the Public Works June and July Report. Motion passed 4 to 0.

D. City Administration June and July Report
Schoen presented the June and July City Administration Report. Administration has been working on the budget, attending a variety of inter-agency meetings, working towards cable franchise agreements, worked with high water users, preparing for elections, and searching for the next Assistant to the City Administrator.

Motion by Councilmember McCoy, seconded by Councilmember Maas-Kusske, to approve the City Administration June and July Report. Motion passed 4 to 0.

7.
     OLD BUSINESS
8.        NEW BUSINESS 
A. Update City Account Signers  with the Bank of Maple Plain 
City Administrator, Robert Schoen shared with the City Council that he needs to be a signer on the City of Maple Plain bank accounts.  Part of the reason this is needed is to verify the bond revenues coming in.  

Motion by Councilmember Maas-Kusske, seconded by Councilmember McCoy to approve Robert Schoen as a signer on all accounts at the Bank of Maple Plain. Motion Passed 4 to 0.

9.      COUNCIL REPORTS & OTHER BUSINESS
A. Council Reports
Councilmember Maas-Kusske offered an update of the Highway 12 Safety Coalition. On Wednesday, July 27, 2016, from 5:00pm – 7:00pm The median barrier open house will be taking place at the Orono City Hall to answer questions. 

The Highway 12 Safety Coalition will meet again August 4, 2016, at 3:00pm at the Delano City Hall at 12:00pm.

Councilmember McCoy made mention of the City Candidate Filing Dates. City Administrator Schoen stated the dates for filing are Tuesday, August 2, through Tuesday, August 16, to file for city office. The filing fee is $2. 
10.      VISITORS TO BE HEARD
Note: This is a courtesy extended to persons wishing to address the council who are not on the agenda. A completed public comment form should be presented to the city administrator prior to the meeting; presentations will be limited to 3 minutes. This session will be limited to 15 minutes.
Judy Sutherland, living on Main Street in the City of Maple Plain, expressed that the people of the City are shocked that the new development will be high end stores and no “mom and pop” stores. Sutherland wants to encourage Staff to find a more “realistic” developer.
Councilmember McCoy responded that no stores have expressed direct interest, so at this point no specific stores are being excluded from consideration. He encourages any businesses that wish to locate in the new development to contact Tom Palmquist. 

Councilmember Maas-Kusske agreed with Councilmember McCoy that she has not heard that the developer was looking for only high end business to locate within it. 

Mayor Young stated that if the business is interested, they are more than welcome to fill out an application, and explained that the developer is looking for an anchor store to get the development started, but, ultimately, anyone can rent from him.
11.      ADJOURNMENT
