AGENDA

MAPLE PLAIN CITY COUNCIL – REGULAR MEETING
MAPLE PLAIN CITY HALL
APRIL 13, 2015
6:30 P.M. 
1. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Young called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

Present: Councilmembers Justin McCoy, Dave Eisinger, Julie Maas-Kusske, Mike DeLuca and Mayor Jerry Young. Also present was Assistant to the City Administrator, Margaret McCallum, City Engineer, Dan Boyum, City Planner Mark Kaltsas, and City Attorney Jeff Carson.
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. ADOPT AGENDA
Councilmember Eisinger moved to adopt the agenda; seconded by Councilmember McCoy seconded. Motion passed 5-0.
4. CONSENT AGENDA
Items to approve under the Consent Agenda: 

A. Approve March 23 regular meeting minutes
B. Approve March 23 workshop meeting minutes

C. Accounts Payable
Councilmember Maas-Kusske moved to adopt the consent agenda; seconded by Councilmember Eisinger. Motion passed 5-0.

5. PUBLIC HEARINGS
There were no public hearings. 
6. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS
There were no administrative reports.  

7. OLD BUSINESS
There was no old business. 
8. NEW BUSINESS
A. Meeting time change discussion 
City Planner Mark Kaltsas introduced this item to the City Council. 

Kaltsas explained that at the March 9 workshop meeting, the Council discussed the possibility of changing the regular city council meeting time from 7:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. He also mentioned that workshops would still be at 5:30 p.m., nonetheless before the first meeting of the month. Kaltsas informed that Economic Development Authority (E.D.A.) meetings would stay at the same time at 5:30 p.m. and would be before the first meeting of the month. 
Kaltsas informed that staff brought this topic back to the Council for further discussion and a possible decision. 

Councilmember McCoy was in favor of the change, stating that it would result in more efficient use of time. 

Councilmember Maas-Kusske informed that she was against moving the meeting time. She suggested that workshops start at 6:00 p.m. and Council meetings stay at 7:00 p.m. Maas-Kusske stated that she asked six residents of their preference and five agreed that 7:00 p.m. Council meetings were preferred. 
Councilmember Eisinger said that 6:30 p.m. was his preference and that it would provide for more efficient use of staff time. 
Councilmember DeLuca agreed and was in favor of the meeting being moved to 6:30 p.m.

Councilmember DeLuca moved to approve the changing of the Council meeting time from 7:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Councilmember Eisinger seconded. Motion passed 4-1. Councilmember Maas-Kusske voted against.  

9. LEGISLATIVE/INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
10. COUNCIL REPORTS & OTHER BUSINESS
Councilmember Eisinger asked staff for an update on the pavement improvement plan and roads in town that need repair. 

Engineer Dan Boyum informed that staff has been working on updating the pavement improvement plan with information from a previous pavement plan. He stated that he is working with Public Works to determine areas within the city that need attention. He said that the City Administrator has been working to consolidate all of the information and that Abdo, Eick and Meyers, the financial consultant will advise as to how the city will proceed financially with the projects. 

Boyum stated that he was working with public works on determining how to handle potholes in certain locations that are not on the project list, or lower on the priority list. 

City Planner, Mark Kaltsas informed that Council that City Administrator Tessia Melvin was requesting an extra week off for maternity leave. She is also asking to taking Wednesday’s off as well upon her return. 

Mayor Young stated that he was fine with her request. 

Councilmember Maas-Kusske said that she was fine with the extra time off, however wondered how long she would be asking to take Wednesdays off and if this would change her job in any way. 

Councilmember DeLuca asked how long her request for taking off Wednesdays would be.

City Planner Kaltsas said that he would get more information from Melvin and bring it back to the Council at the next meeting. 

Councilmember Maas-Kusske informed that the Highway Safety Coalition will be hosting a safety audit on May 7, 2015. She stated that the Coalition is asking that cities come with suggestions and report back concerns pertaining to their community. Maas-Kusske asked that this be on the April 27th meeting agenda. 

City Planner Kaltsas stated that staff is working to set up a joint council meeting with the City of Independence to discuss shared services between the cities. Kaltsas asked the Council which days would work best for them. 

Mayor Young asked that Kaltsas get dates from the shared services consultant and send them to the Council. 
Councilmember DeLuca stressed that the Shared Services Committee is ready to move forward and that the meeting should be sooner rather than later.   

11. VISITORS TO BE HEARD
Maple Plain resident, Judy Sutherland asked when the Fire Department meets. 

Councilmember Eisinger said that they meet on Mondays at 7:00 p.m.

Sutherland asked how at the March 23 meeting, Councilmember Maas-Kusske was able to vote for an increase in firefighter wages when her husband is a firefighter. 

Attorney Jeff Carson, explained that as firefighters, Councilmembers McCoy and Eisinger could not vote because they were directly impacted by the decision. He informed that Maas-Kusske was indirectly benefiting, but that since she was not directly benefiting, that she could legally vote for the increase in wages. 

Sutherland asked if it was a conflict of interest that Councilmembers DeLuca and McCoy voted that City Hall be moved to the Discovery Center since McCoy works for the school district and DeLuca’s wife works for the school district. 

Attorney Carson informed that there may be an emotional conflict but not a legal conflict. 

Sutherland asked about the Downtown Redevelopment grant funds and if those funds were going to expire at the end of the year and if the city would then have to reapply for grant monies. 

Attorney Carson responded that staff is seeking an extension for the grant money and that there is hope that some aspect of the Downtown Redevelopment will happen this year yet. 

Sutherland expressed concern over Maple Plain Days and food vendors have an adequate place for their booths since they are not allowed to be placed on gravel. 
Councilmember McCoy informed that the vendors would have to get permits that would allow them to be located on special surfaces.  

Sutherland asked what was happening with the BMX track at Northside Park. 

Mayor Young informed that the BMX track has been discussed several times with the Park Commission and that they are the process of discussing how to manage it. Young stated that it has been hard getting volunteers to help with its upkeep. 

Sutherland asked for an update on the townhomes that are to be built between Boundary and Howard Avenue. Planner Kaltsas informed that he spoke with the contractor recently and that they are finalizing details and are hoping to break ground in early summer. 
Resident, JoAnn Ree, asked about communication between the City and residents regarding the completion of the Main Street West and Rainbow Avenue road construction project. 

Engineer Boyum explained that staff sent out an email to residents that day providing an update on the project. He informed that staff is putting together a list of items that the contractor will need to look at regarding resident’s concerns. He said that the final lift of the road will be completed at the end of May or early June. Boyum said that if residents have any concerns to contact him via email or by phone. 

Ree stated that after a current rain event that the water did not drain in the catchbasins and that the road was covered all night with water. She asked if the filters would be removed soon. 

Boyum informed that until the final lift of the road is on, that there would be some standing water on the road after rain events. He also mentioned that there will be sediment build up as well. Boyum said that the filters cannot be removed until the grass comes in at 70%. 

Ree explained that the filters at the park were filled with leaves and asked if those were going to be cleaned out. She also informed that the shelter at Rainbow Park is covered with debris (rocks, tree limbs, and asphalt) and asked if that could be cleaned off. 

Ree informed that the Main Street West, east of County Road 83 was in poor condition and needed potholes filled. 
Boyum said that we would work with Public Works to address the pothole concerns. 

Councilmember Maas-Kusske asked how long it takes for 70% of grass to come in. 

Boyum responded that it will likely be in mid-May. 

Business owner, Bill Woods provided a letter to the Council from his current tenants, the Minnesota Beef Council, located at 5469 Highway 12. He informed that his building has one bathroom and two sinks and that his sewer line recently backed up causing issues for his tenants. 

Woods explained that he wants to put in a septic system; nonetheless that staff told him that it was illegal to do so. He explained that he has been working with the City for over two years to get the issue fixed. 

Planner Kaltsas informed the Council that he spoke with Woods on the matter. He said that there is not an issue with the City line, but with the private lateral line that runs from his building to the city line. He noted that the line runs through another private property; once owned by Woods. Kaltsas stated that one option would be to provide sewer service from the city line on Main Street East and Pioneer Avenue, however that Woods was not in favor of this option. 

Woods also mentioned that he has had a water meter issue as well. He informed that he has been working with staff to resolve the issue. He stated that over one period, the meter read a very high water usage that he believes wasn’t possible. 

Assistant to the City Administrator explained that the high reading has happened twice over the last two years with two separate meters. 

Woods asked if he could put in a private well. 

Mayor Young informed that the Council doesn’t have enough information to make a decision that night, but that staff would review the situations and bring it back to the next council meeting. 

Woods asked if he would be able to fix the sewer lateral line if it went through another private property. 

Attorney Carson informed that he could not without permission. 

Young informed that staff would come back with more information and solutions at the next Council meeting. 

12. EXECUTIVE SESSION

The executive session opened at 8:00 p.m.
Councilmember Maas-Kusske moved to close the executive session at 8:15 p.m.; seconded by Councilmember McCoy. Motion passed 5-0.

13. ADJOURNMENT
Councilmember Eisinger moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:16 p.m.; seconded by Councilmember DeLuca. Motion passed 5-0.

