AGENDA

MAPLE PLAIN CITY COUNCIL – REGULAR MEETING
MAPLE PLAIN CITY HALL
MARCH 9, 2015
6:30 P.M. 
1. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Young called the meeting to order at 6:35 p.m. 

Present: Councilmembers Justin McCoy, Dave Eisinger, Julie Maas-Kusske, Mike DeLuca and Mayor Jerry Young. Also present was Assistant to the City Administrator, Margaret McCallum, City Engineer, Dan Boyum, City Attorney, Jeff Carson and City Planner Mark Kaltsas.
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. ADOPT AGENDA
Councilmember Eisinger moved to adopt the agenda; seconded by Councilmember McCoy. Motion passed 5-0.
4. CONSENT AGENDA
Items to approve under the Consent Agenda: 

A. Approve February 9 regular meeting minutes
B. Approve February 9 workshop meeting minutes

C. Accounts Payable
Councilmember Eisinger moved to adopt the consent agenda; seconded by Councilmember DeLuca. Motion passed 5-0.

5. PUBLIC HEARINGS
There were no public hearings. 
6. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS
There were no administrative reports. 
7. OLD BUSINESS
There was no old business. 
8. NEW BUSINESS
A. Firefighter Wage Increase – Resolution 15-0309-01
Assistant to the City Administrator, Margaret McCallum introduced this item to the Council. She informed that the action to be considered was to review a recommendation from the Fire Commission to raise the Maple Plain firefighter wage from $12.00 to $13.00 per hour. 

McCallum said that the Fire Commission recommended to the Council the increase. She stated that the training and officer pay would stay the same. 

Councilmember Eisinger informed that the budget for firefighter wages has come in lower than projected and that even with the increase, the budget is estimated to still be under for the year. 

Councilmember Maak-Kusske stated that she did not feel comfortable voting because her husband serves on the Fire Department and would get benefit from the wage increase.

Attorney Carson stated that three councilmembers need to vote on the issue and that Councilmembers McCoy and Eisinger cannot vote because they are both directly affiliated with the Fire Department. Carson informed that Maas-Kusske is not directly affiliated with the Fire Department and therefore legally not in conflict and that her vote would be needed. 

Councilmember DeLuca moved to approve resolution 15-0309-01 that would retroactively increase the Maple Plain firefighter’s wages from $12.00 to $13.00 per hour. Councilmember Maas-Kusske seconded. Motion passed 3-0 Councilmembers McCoy and Eisinger abstained. 

B. West Hennepin Fire Group partnership
Assistant to the City Administrator, Margaret McCallum introduced this item to the Council. She informed that the fire departments for the cities of Maple Plain, Long Lake, Hamel and Loretto have established the West Hennepin Fire Group. She said that the departments are seeking approval from the Councils of the communities that they serve. She informed that approval of the Group from the Councils would consent them moving forward with further collaboration. 

Councilmember Eisinger added that the Group started three years ago to promote the Volunteer Firefighter model and to initiate studies to maintain the model. He informed that there would be not commitment of funds from the Council; just verbal support. 

Councilmember McCoy moved to support the West Hennepin Fire Group partnership. Councilmember DeLuca seconded. Motion passed 5-0. 

C. 5210 Main Street East – Resolution 15-0309-02
Attorney Jeff Carson introduced this item to the Council for discussion. Carson presented resolution 15-0309-02 to the Council informing that it orders the correction or removal of the hazardous building located at 5210 Main Street East. He informed of an investigative report that was conducted and drafted by a structural engineer with Stantec. Carson stated that the report informed that the building was structurally deficient and needed to be repaired or removed. 
Carson informed the Council that the law requires the Council to pass a resolution to order to serve to the owner. He stated once the order was served, the owner has the ability to contest it or do nothing. 

Carson said that the Council needed to act as soon as possible. 

McCoy asked Carson what the Council’s options would be. 

Carson informed that the issue is serious enough that the resolution needed to be passed that evening. 

Owner of the property, located at 5210 Main Street East, Barb Voorhes, spoke to the Council about her history in Maple Plain and her involvement in the community. She informed that she bought the building in 1995. Voorhes asked the Council to reflect on the history of the property and the city’s responsibility in the water break. She asked that the Council consider that in their decision.  

Councilmember Eisinger moved pass resolution 15-0309-02; seconded by Councilmember DeLuca. Motion passed 5-0.
D. Master Subscriber Agreement
City Planner Mark Kaltsas introduced this item to the City Council. He informed that the Council needed to approve the Master Subscriber Agreement with the State of Minnesota to allow the city attorney access to State Court documents. He stated that access allowed the attorney the ability to serve Maple Plain. 

Councilmember McCoy moved to approve the Master Subscriber Agreement, seconded by Councilmember DeLuca. Motion passed 5-0.

E. Approval of 2014 Audit Report 
Andy Berg, of Abdo, Eick and Meyers presented the 2014 Audit Report to the City Council. Berg noted that the City is financially strong and had good long-term planning. Berg noted that he presented a more in-depth presentation of the audit at the workshop meeting. 
Mayor Young said that the audit document would be available on the website. 

Councilmember Eisinger moved to accept the 2014 Audit report; Councilmember DeLuca seconded. Motion passed 5-0.
9. LEGISLATIVE/INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
Mayor Young asked staff to bring back to the Council the possibility of changing the regular city council meetings from 7:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

Councilmember DeLuca congratulated City Administrator, Tessia Melvin and family on their new baby son. 
10. COUNCIL REPORTS & OTHER BUSINESS

11. VISITORS TO BE HEARD
There were no visitors to be heard. 
12. ADJOURNMENT
Councilmember Eisinger moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:15 p.m.; seconded by Councilmember Maas-Kusske. Motion passed 5-0.

