MINUTES

MAPLE PLAIN CITY COUNCIL – REGULAR MEETING
MAPLE PLAIN CITY HALL
FEBRUARY 8, 2016
6:30 PM
1. WELCOME

Mayor Young called the meeting to order at 6:35 P.M.

2. CALL TO ORDER

Present: Councilmembers Justin McCoy, Dave Eisinger, Julie Maas-Kusske, Mike DeLuca, and Mayor, Jerry Young. Also present City Administrator, Tessia Melvin. 
Absent: City Engineer, Dan Boyum, City Planner, Mark Kaltsas, City Attorney, Jeff Carson, and West Hennepin Director of Public Safety, Gary Kroells
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

4. HEARTSAFE UPDATE

Councilmember, Julie Maas-Kusske and Carol Cheswick introduced Heart Safe. Heart Safe is sponsored by the West Hennepin Chamber of Commerce and is co-chaired by both Julie Maas-Kusske and Carol Cheswick. 2015 was a very successful year for Heart Safe as Governor Dayton recognized Maple Plain as one of the first 100 cities to have Heart Safe. Currently, 22 AED’s are located within the community. File for Life is a way to let emergency responders know your medical history.  Stop at City Hall and fill out File for Life forms that can be placed in many different locations to let medical responders know your medical history.  
5. ADOPT AGENDA
Motion by Councilmember Eisinger to approve the February 8, 2016 City Council agenda. Seconded by Councilmember DeLuca. Motion Passed 5 to 0.
6. CONSENT AGENDA
A. Approve January 25, 2016 City Council Meeting Minutes
B. Approve January 25, 2016 City Council Workshop Minutes
C. Accounts Payable
D. WECAN Resolution of Support
E. Adopt Fire Relief Association By-Law Changes

Motion by Councilmember DeLuca to approve the Consent Agenda with the removal of item E. Seconded by Councilmember Eisinger. Motion Passed 5 to 0.
Councilmember Eisinger wishes to have City Council vote on item E found on the consent agenda separately. Both Councilmember Eisinger and McCoy will abstain from this vote.

Motion by Councilmember DeLuca to approve the Fire Relief Association By-Law Changes. Seconded by Councilmember Maas-Kusske.  Motion Passed 3 to 0 as Councilmembers Eisinger and McCoy abstained.

Councilmember DeLuca expressed his gratefulness to have such a wonderful volunteer Fire Department. 
7. PUBLIC HEARINGS
8. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS
A. Administrative Report-2015 Year End
City Administrator, Tessia Melvin gave an overview of the finances for the year 2015.  The City of Maple Plain did have some expenditures that were not a part of the 2015 budget. Some of these expenses include the digital sign, Council Chamber upgrades, and some Fire Department expenses. The General Fund has not increased since 2008, but the services provided to residents have since 2008. The Community Fund did turn a profit of a little over nine thousand dollars. The Water fund remained the same.  The Sewer Fund has maintained itself as well. The Fire Department continues to operate efficiently and effectively. Building Permit revenues from 2015 came in at what was expected, but so far in 2016 the City has matched the valuation totals of all of 2015.  The reason for this jump in 2016 is from new residential building permits and some commercial additions.  City Administrator Melvin shared that the City Council has been fiscally responsible and with continued redevelopment the tax base will increase. 
Councilmember Eisinger moved to approve the Administrative Report from 2015 Year End. Seconded by Councilmember DeLuca.  Motion Passed 5 to 0.

Councilmember DeLuca pointed out that yes expenses are up, but so are revenues equally.  Councilmember DeLuca praised staff for being so fiscally responsible.  
9. OLD BUSINESS
A. 2015 End of Year Budget Transfers
City Administrator, Tessia Melvin explained that some transfers had to be made to final out the fiscal year of 2015. Some general year end transfers include the sewer fund based on the inconsistent nature of sewer funds. 

Motion by Councilmember McCoy to approve Resolution 16-0208-01. Seconded by Councilmember Maas-Kusske. Motion Passed 5 to 0 
10. NEW BUSINESS
A. Consideration for an increase to Randy’s Sanitation in 2016
Tessia Melvin explained that Randy’s Environmental Services is here tonight to present an increase to refuse and garbage collections due to the increase cost of landfills. City Administrator, Melvin continued by explaining the 75 cent increase Randy’s Environmental Services proposes would fall upon the residents of Maple Plain.  A number of questions has been asked to Randy’s Environmental Services from staff regarding the future of landfill use by Randy’s Environmental Services and if an increase is needed and if other communities have accepted an increase.  
Deb Katz from Randy’s Environmental Services shared the cost of 75 cents per resident and explained why they cost is present now. Deb Katz explained that the government is enforcing a landfill law that hasn’t been enforced in 20 years. As a result, the cost to use a landfill has gone up exponentially. City Administrator, Tessia Melvin asked if the 75 cent fee is approved, will the next increase be waived. Deb Katz responded that the next increase would be waived if the 75 cent increase is approved. Councilmember Mike DeLuca asked about the cost of Blue Bags and if that cost is figured into the rate increases brought upon by Randy’s. Councilmember McCoy asked if other cities have passed this increase.  Deb Katz responded that Randy’s has been approved by all the cities they have gone in front of including Loretto and Medina near the area.  City Council does not act on this issue at this time, as a vote by resolution is required.   
B. Resolution to Formally Request MNDoT right of way for Downtown Development
Tessia Melvin City Administrator explained the location of the downtown MnDOT Right-of-Way. The building is located off of Budd Ave and U.S Hwy 12. The property currently is owned by MnDOT, but talks have taken place where the City could acquire the piece of land. The next step is formally writing a letter of support to get this land. 

Councilmember McCoy moved to approve the Resolution 16-0208-02. With the caveat that no contamination is present. Seconded by Councilmember DeLuca. Motion Carried 5 to 0.  

11. COUNCIL REPORTS & OTHER BUSINESS
City Administrator, Melvin shared that a new employee started, Sharon Spicer is the new Utility Bill Clerk here at the City of Maple Plain.  Councilmember Eisinger thanked Councilmember Maas-Kusske for the work she has been doing on Heart Safe and explained how Heart Safe does work and the training that is provided during the Heart Safe classes really do make a difference in people’s lives. 
12. VISITORS TO BE HEARD
Note: This is a courtesy extended to persons wishing to address the council who are not on the agenda. A completed public comment form should be presented to the city administrator prior to the meeting; presentations will be limited to 3 minutes. This session will be limited to 15 minutes.
13. ADJOURNMENT
Councilmember DeLuca moved to adjourn the February 8th City Council meeting at 7:06 P.M. Seconded by Councilmember Eisinger. Motion Passed 5 to 0.
