Maple Plain City Council Meeting
Workshop Minutes
January 26, 2015
Maple Plain City Hall
1. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Young called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

Present: Councilmembers Dave Eisinger, Justin McCoy, Mike DeLuca, Julie Maas-Kusske and Mayor Jerry Young. Also present was City Administrator, Tessia Melvin. 

City Planner, Mark Kaltsas arrived at 6:15 p.m.

2.  ADOPT AGENDA

Councilmember McCoy moved to adopt the agenda; seconded by Councilmember Eisinger. Motion passed 5-0.

3. QUIET ZONE DISCUSSION

Melvin reported that a resident approached Councilmember Maas-Kusske inquiring about adding quiet zones to the City of Maple Plain, which would restrict the time when the railroad can blow their horns/whistles. Melvin reported that generally this is an expensive process. It begins with a study to determine what site improvements would need to be made to accommodate the quiet zones. Melvin added that it is estimated for this project, a study would cost the City about $4,000. In addition, Melvin added, that any improvements found in the study would be at the cost of the City.

Councilmember Eisinger added that the City previously looked at this issue in 2012-2013 and it was determined that the City would need to make necessary improvements in the amount of $100,000-$150,000. Eisinger added that another concern with this project is that it would hinder access to Oak Street and Bryant Street, which was not supported in the past.

Councilmember McCoy added that the Council previously spoke to business owners that would be affected by the changes, and they were not in favor of the changes. McCoy added that recently Senator Osmek announced that the railroad was looking to add a double track from Wayzata westward. 
The Council discussed the concerns and stated the benefits of the quiet zones; however, the Council agreed that the City could not take on a project of that size.

4. OTHER ISSUES	
A. Public Works Temporary Position

Melvin reported that the City has been reduced to one public works employee since September 2014 due to a workers comp claim. Melvin added that the Council approved the hiring of part-time help in November. The person worked very well for the City, but took a job with another company in December. Melvin reported that the individual is currently able to work again with the City of Maple Plain. 

Melvin noted that he City of Loretto has provided shared services, suggested vendors and have helped during this transition for the City of Maple Plain. 

Councilmember McCoy commended the staff on the work done during this period as they were able to reduce the radium levels in water, improve the taste of the City Water and keep the roads cleared during the winter months. 

B. Update on Lake Sarah Pioneer Creek Watershed
Councilmember DeLuca, representative for the Watershed, provided an update to the Council on recent actions taken by the Watershed. DeLuca noted that the group had worked hard at completing the comprehensive plan. The study was completed by Wenck Engineering for an amount over $50,000. As a result Bauser is not satisfied with the results of the study. DeLuca reported that the City of Maple Plain currently pays the Watershed $10,090 annually. Currently the CIP of the Watershed has a total of $45,000, which can be designated to the City projects. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Councilmember DeLuca added that Bauser is looking for a more aggressive approach to water improvements. DeLuca reported that the Watershed is looking at a few options to update the plan, provide a new plan and possibly looking to disban. 
The City Council discussed some options if the Watershed disbanned. 
Councilmember Maas-Kusske added that changes need to be made to the January 12 minutes that would make Councilmembers Maas-Kusske and DeLuca representatives for LMCC, and Councilmember Eisinger an alternate. 
C. Update on Downtown Development
City Planner Kaltsas, and City Administrator Melvin presented an update to the Council on the Downtown Development. They reported that there are a few interested developers in the site and that staff will meet with some next week to determine what timelines are available and what plans are intended for the site. Melvin added that staff has a meeting scheduled with the Met Council to talk about the grant, allocated dollars, timelines and to get a better understanding of what can be added to the project. 

Melvin added that the property owner at 5210 Main Street East is interested in selling the property. Staff will work to potentially include 5210 Main Street East in the grant.  

5. ADJOURNMENT
Councilmember Eisinger moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:55 p.m.; seconded by Councilmember DeLuca. Motion passed 5-0.

