MINUTES
MAPLE PLAIN CITY COUNCIL – REGULAR MEETING
MAPLE PLAIN CITY HALL
JANUARY 25, 2016
6:30 PM
1. CALL TO ORDER

Present: Councilmembers Justin McCoy, Dave Eisinger, Julie Maas-Kusske, and Mayor Jerry Young. Also present were City Administrator, Tessia Melvin, City Engineer, Dan Boyum, City Planner Mark Kaltsas, and City Attorney, Jeff Carson
Absent: Councilmember, Mike DeLuca and West Hennepin Director of Public Safety, Gary Kroells
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. ADOPT AGENDA
Councilmember Eisinger moved to adopt the January 25, 2016 City Council Agenda. Seconded by Councilmember Maas-Kusske. Motion passed 4 to 0.

4. MAYOR PROCLAMATION OF GRATITUDE FOR JEFF CARSON, CITY ATTORNEY

Mayor Young announced a proclamation for City Attorney, Jeff Carson.  Jeff Carson has served the City of Maple Plain since 1970.  The Mayor and entire City Council thanked Jeff for all the hard work and dedication he has given to Maple Plain.  Mayor Young asked Jeff Carson to share a few words.  Jeff Carson announced that he is extremely thankful for all the wonderful relationships he has built with many people here at the City of Maple Plain and how he is honored to have served this community.  City Council and Staff gave Jeff Carson a standing ovation. 
5. HeartSafe Update
There was no update on HeartSafe at this meeting, but there should be an update at the February 8th meeting. 
6. CONSENT AGENDA
A. Approve January 11, 2016, City Council Meeting Minutes
B. Approve January 11, 2016, City Council Workshop Minutes
C. Accounts Payable

D. Acceptance of Meadows of Maple Plain – Letter of Credit Reduction No. 1
Councilmember McCoy moved to adopt the consent agenda. Seconded by Councilmember Eisinger. Motion Passed 4 to 0.
7. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS
A. City Planner December Monthly Report
City Planner Mark Kaltsas gave a monthly report that included the downtown development. The variance and CUP that is currently on this agenda.  Mark Kaltsas did share that many commercial buildings have been brought up recently by potential buyers. 

Councilmember Eisinger moved to approve the City Planner December report. Seconded by Councilmember Maas-Kusske. Motion Passed 4 to 0.
B. City Engineer December Monthly Report

Dan Boyum explained that he has been working on Meadows of Maple Plain as well as cost analysis reports for Budd Ave.  Site Plans were also reviewed for the Kona site as well by Dan Boyum. 
Councilmember McCoy moved to approve the City Engineer December report. Seconded by Councilmember Eisinger. Motion passed 4 to 0.
C. Public Works December Monthly Report

Tessia Melvin, City Administrator explained that Public Works is rearranging the shop to the most efficient manner possible.  Public Works has also been doing a terrific job as keeping our streets and roadways clean during some minor snow falls so far this year.  

Councilmember Maas-Kusske moved to approve the Public Works December report. Seconded by Councilmember McCoy. Motion passed 4 to 0.
8. OLD BUSINESS

9. NEW BUSINESS
A. Sign Variance to allow New Internally Illuminated Building Façade Sign by Variant Insurance

City Planner, Mark Kaltsas explained that a new business going into the Gordon James building wants to add a sign facing Highway 12. City staff disputed the illumination of the sign as the downtown district has a provision in the City code that does not allow the illumination of lights.  Now many other signs in the downtown district do indeed have illuminated signs and the applicant argues that a variance should be allowed.  The buildings current signs are illuminated and these signs were allowed prior to the City requiring a sign package for review.  
Mark Kaltsas did note that the applicant does want to have an illuminated sign, but only the letters of the sign would be illuminated and not the entire background of the sign. The applicant has shown a plan of the sign and all other components of the sign including dimensions that have met the current City code and what is deemed acceptable.  The Planning Commission did review the proposed sign and had a long discussion about wanting business to follow the sign ordinances, but ultimately decided to accept the variance on the account that there are multiple tenants in the building and it is more important to match the current tenants.
Councilmember McCoy moved to approve the Sign Variance. Seconded by Councilmember Eisinger. Motion Passed 4 to 0.
B. 5115 Industrial Street CUP Amendment to Cell Tower
Mark Kaltsas explained that this was the second topic on the Planning Commission agenda from last week and explained that AT&T owned this particular cell phone tower located at 5115 Industrial Street.  In order for this cell phone tower to exist a Conditional Use Permit was issued in 1996. The conditions of the Conditional Use Permit allowed for 12 total antennas. Currently the cell phone tower has a total of 33 antennas. 

Mark Kaltsas explained that the current CUP in front of the City Council is a CUP that would allow three additional antennas, but would require a new CUP for each additional antenna from this point forward. This cell phone tower is privately owned.  The height of the tower is not going to change.  The impact of the surrounding properties would not change. Currently there are a lot of tenants on the tower and the location does not hinder any issues.  The language in the resolution would permit only three new antennas at this time.    
Councilmember Eisinger moved to approve the CUP Amendment. Seconded by Councilmember Mass-Kusske. Motion passed 4 to 0.
C. 2016 City Council Appointments
Tessia Melvin, City Administrator shared all of the City Council appointments to different commissions.  
The City Council approved that all alternates will be the entire City Council, as it is their desire to have members present at meetings.

	COUNCIL

	Acting Mayor  Justin McCoy 

	COMMISSION & COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS

	

	Highway 12 Safety Coalition Julie Maas-Kusske and Tessia Melvin Alt: All Council



	Planning Commission liaison: Dave Eisinger, Alt: All Council

	 

	Park Commission liaison Jerry Young, Alt: All Council

	 

	Lake Minnetonka Cable Commission Julie Maas-Kusske and Dave Eisinger, Alt: All Council

	 

	NW Hennepin League of Municipalities Justin McCoy and Jerry Young, Alt: All Council

	 

	Pioneer Sarah Creek WSD Mike DeLuca, Alt: All Council

	 

	Suburban Rate Authority Jerry Young, Alt: All Council

	 

	West Hennepin Public Safety Julie Maas-Kusske and Jerry Young, Alt: All Council

	

	Fire Partnership Mike DeLuca and Justin McCoy, Alt: All Council

	 

	MN Department of Transportation Julie Maas-Kusske, Alt: All Council

	 

	

	

	 

	WAFTA Director Dave Eisinger, Alt: All Council

	Weed Inspector Jerry Young

	   Assistant Weed Inspector Public Works

	

	DEPOSITORY & NEWSPAPER

	Official Depository Bank of Maple Plain

	 

	Official Newspaper Pioneer Laker


Councilmember Eisinger moved to approve the 2016 City Council Appointments. Seconded by Councilmember Mass-Kusske. Motion passed 4 to 0.

Councilmember Maas-Kusske moved to adopt a recess until 7:30 P.M. for a Public Hearing on the Construction work at Budd Ave.  Seconded by Councilmember McCoy. Motion Passed 4 to 0. 


10. PUBLIC HEARING: Budd Avenue Street and Utility Improvements
City Engineer, Dan Boyum explained that the purpose of the public hearing is to explain the scope of the project, the cost of the project, and then receive some feedback from the residents about the project. Dan Boyum explained how the sanitary sewer along Budd Avenue is made of clay pipe that is in poor condition. Clay pipes have had a tendency to contribute to “I and I” issues in the past. The Clay pipes would be replaced with PVC pipes. The water main is an existing 6” cast iron and does deteriorate with hot soils.  The plan is to replace the existing water main with an 8” PVC mainline. There would be temporary water during construction. 

Street and Storm Sewer improvements would include storm sewer with drain tile. The street improvements would include curb and gutter. The Park side could include a sidewalk.  Residents would be assessed for the project depending on location 35 to 50 percent. The City would then pay for the other 65 to 50 percent of the project.  The next steps in the process would include opening bids for the project on April 12th, Awarding Contract April 25th, beginning construction in May/June 2016, Assessment Hearing during the fall of 2016, and concluding with a final wear course in the spring 2017. 
Ted Westerdahl shared his concern with the high assessment of the project. The resident expressed concern with being able to get to the park during construction.  Maple Plain days would be taking place during the construction of this project.

Kent Adams a resident along Budd Avenue does not have an address and is wondering how to get an official address.  Mayor Young shared that Staff will look into getting an official address for Mr. Adams. Kent expressed concern with being assessed sewer and water costs when his property is not connected to sewer and water.  Dan Boyum, City Engineer expressed that because sewer and water run adjacent to your property and the sewer and water is stubbed for your property, you are then provided the option to use sewer and water so you are responsible for this assessment. 
Dan Boyum, asked City Council if they would like to act on this project now and approve this project for the next step which would be drawing and creating plans and specifications.  Mayor Young asked if waiting to act on this project until the next City Council meeting would upset the current proposed schedule for the project. Day Boyum responded that waiting two weeks would push everything back two weeks, but the project would be concluded prior to Maple Plain Days.  Councilmember Eisinger recommended to the City Council that action is taken tonight to keep the current schedule and to get bids on this project as soon as possible.  Councilmember McCoy agreed with Councilmember Eisinger about the time sensitivity of this project.

Motion by Councilmember Eisinger through Resolution to approve the drawing and creation of Plans and Specifications for the Budd Ave infrastructure project for 2016.  Seconded by Councilmember Maas-Kusske. Motion Carried 4 to 0.  
11. COUNCIL REPORTS & OTHER BUSINESS
Councilmember McCoy thanked all the residents that came to the public hearing tonight and confirmed with staff, that communication will be shared with the residents before things happen with the project.  City Administrator, Tessia Melvin explained how the City is going to soon be implementing CodeRed. CodeRed as explained by Melvin is a communication system that reaches out to residents’ cell phones and email addressed or landlines if they wish to sign up.  
12. VISITORS TO BE HEARD
Note: This is a courtesy extended to persons wishing to address the council who are not on the agenda. A completed public comment form should be presented to the city administrator prior to the meeting; presentations will be limited to 3 minutes. This session will be limited to 15 minutes.
13. ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Councilmember Eisinger to adjourn the January 25 City Council meeting. Seconded by Councilmember McCoy. Motion Passed 4 to 0.
