Maple Plain City Council 
Regular Meeting Minutes
JANUARY 12, 2015
Maple Plain City Hall

1. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Young called the meeting to order at 7 p.m. 

Present: Councilmembers Dave Eisinger, Justin McCoy, Mike DeLuca, Julie Maas-Kusske and Jerry Young. Also present were City Administrator Tessia Melvin, City Attorney Jeff Carson, and City Engineer Dan Boyum.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


3. SWEARING IN OF COUNCILMEMBERS JULIE MAAS-KUSSKE AND MIKE DELUCA


4. ADOPT AGENDA


Councilmember McCoy moved to adopt the agenda; seconded by Councilmember Eisinger. 

Mayor Young asked that items A. 2015 City Appointments and B. 2015 City Fee Schedule, Ordinance No. 281 be moved to the consent agenda. There was no discussion of this.

Motion of the adoption of the agenda with two minor changes passed 5-0.


5. CONSENT AGENDA

Item to approve under Consent Agenda:
A. Approve December 8, 2014, regular meeting minutes
B. Approve December 8, 2014, workshop meeting minutes

C. Approve the Parks Commission meeting minutes: December

D. Approve the Planning Commission meeting minutes: November
E. Accounts Payable

F. Local Board of Appeals and Equalization Hearing Date

G. LMCIT Tort Waiver

H. LMCIT Elected Officials Insurance Coverage Renewal-Resolution No. 15-0112-02

I. 2015 City Appointments

J. 2015 City Fee Schedule, Ordinance No. 281

Councilmember Eisinger moved to adopt the Consent Agenda; seconded by Councilmember DeLuca. Motion passed 5-0.


6. PUBLIC HEARINGS

No Public Hearings were held. 


7. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

A. West Hennepin Public Safety Report for November and December

Melvin asked that this item be tabled for the next meeting as Director Kroells could not be in attendance due to a family matter. 

8. OLD BUSINESS

There was no Old Business.
​​​​
9. NEW BUSINESS

A. Parking Restrictions within Maple Plain, Ordinance No. 282

Melvin reported that the parking restrictions being presented were the results of several complaints from residents, business owners and public safety officials. Melvin added that staff has received consistent complaints regarding the following streets:

1. Boundary Avenue: Complaints of a business parking on both sides of the street, not allowing proper access for public safety officials. Complaints of parking not allowing residents to have proper visibility and the ability to park on-street, if necessary. Complaints from staff that snowplows cannot access the road for plowing and snow removal. 
2. Main Street West, west wide with Mailboxes: Complaints from residents about the inability to access through easily. Complaints from public safety officials about the proper access for public safety vehicles. A suggestion was made during the Main Street West and Rainbow Avenue Street Project, to limit the parking on Main Street West.

3. Industrial Street: Complaints about businesses parking vehicles and boat trailers on both sides of the street, which limits proper access for public safety officials and creates hardship to businesses that cannot access the street with large equipment.
Councilmember Eisinger corrected Melvin in that it should be noted south side of Main Street West. 

Melvin suggested limiting the parking to the west side of Boundary and to the north side of Main Street West. Melvin added that no parking be allowed on Industrial Street.

Councilmember Eisinger moved to adopt the Parking Restrictions within Maple Plain, Ordinance No. 282 with the correction of the south side of Main Street West; seconded Councilmember Maas-Kusske. Motion passed 5-0.
B. Massage License
Melvin presented the current Massage Therapist and Massage Establishment Licenses that were submitted by Wenyu Liu and Yu Yu Massage. Melvin added that in December of 2014, the City Council approved a new license for both therapists and establishments, which included a comprehensive background check to be completed by West Hennepin Public Safety.

Melvin reported that staff recommends denial of both licenses due to information that was discovered during the background check. Melvin stated that the background check included a prior employee who was cited for illegal activities in Wenyu Liu’s massage establishment and that the applicant was denied a massage license in a surrounding city for illegal activities.  
Councilmember McCoy moved to deny the Massage Establishment and the Massage Therapist Licenses for Wenyu Liu and Yu Yu Massage; seconded Councilmember DeLuca. Motion passed 5-0.

C. Shared Services Hiring of Consultant
Melvin reported that a shared service study was conducted by the cities of Maple Plain and Independence in 1998. At that time both cities contributed $2,500 for the study. Since that time, the two cities have been working together to achieve some goals set by the Shared Services Committee, a committee that is made up of two Independence City Councilmembers and two Maple Plain City Councilmembers. The two cities have been successful at creating a shared newsletter for both cities and sharing a city festival. However, Melvin noted, that the Committee is at a point where an organizational assessment would help staff identify areas of opportunities and possible solutions.

Melvin noted that the Shared Services Committee met and are suggesting a Shared Service Analysis Proposal by David Drown Associates. Melvin added that the City of Independence would be voting on the same issue at their January 13 meeting. Melvin stated that each city would be responsible for the amount of $6,875.

Councilmember DeLuca added his praise to staff for putting the proposals together and believes this is a step in the right direction for both cities. 

Councilmember Eisinger moved to approve the hiring of a consultant for a Shared Service Study; seconded Councilmember Maas-Kusske. Motion passed 5-0.

10. LEGISLATIVE/INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

Melvin provided an update on the Highway 12 Safety Coalition. Melvin reported that the rumble strips had been installed surrounding Maple Plain from Orono to Delano. Melvin added that staff has not received any complaints, but many calls of recognition for the great work of the Highway 12 Safety Coalition. 

Melvin reported that the Highway 12 Safety Coalition recently met and are working on the following items:

1. A Safety Audit of Highway 12: This would be funded by MnDot and would look at Highway 12 safety concerns. Each City has been tasked with compiling a list of concerns and items it would like addressed. Melvin added that the City would be taking information from residents, business owners and stakeholders to help compile this list.

2. The Highway 12 Safety Coalition Goals: The group is looking at creating short-term goals (1-2 years), medium goals (3-5 years) and long-term goals (6-10) years. Melvin added that this may include a service road to be added near MPFC. 

3. The Towards Zero Death Representative will be speaking at the next meeting to discuss some educational programs and resources that city officials and public safety officials can use. 
Councilmember Maas-Kusske added that she believes the group is doing great work to make Highway 12 a safer highway.

Councilmember Eisinger moved to accept the Highway 12 Safety Coalition report; seconded Councilmember Maas-Kusske. Motion passed 5-0.

11. COUNCIL REPORTS AND OTHER BUSINESS

Melvin reported that at the Council’s strategic planning meeting in November 2014, the Council set a goal for 2015 to focus on community building, being positive and recognizing the many contributions our community members provide to the City of Maple Plain. Melvin stated that the Council would be recognizing community members, community partners, residents and businesses for their work at making Maple Plain a great city to live, work and play in. The following recognitions were read by Councilmembers:

1. Rachel Fay, a member of the Orono High School was recently recognized for their academic and leadership. The Council noted that this demonstrates strong leadership and core values, something that the Council strives to maintain.

2. West Hennepin Chamber of Commerce, for their Small Saturday and Holiday Lighting celebration. Their work in the community builds strong relationships with businesses and the City of Maple Plain.

3. West Hennepin Public Safety, for their recent response to the two deadly head-on collisions. The Council recognized the difficulty of their job and praised their professionalism, responsiveness and compassion.

4. Maple Plain Historic Library/Museum Volunteers, for their holiday lighting efforts with the View Santa. The Council recognized their dedication to preserving the history of Maple Plain and building a strong community. 

5. Maple Plain Fire Department, for their recent response to the two deadly head-on collisions. The Council praised them on their responsiveness and compassion to the community.

6. MnDot, for their recent work at providing rumble strips on sections of Highway 12 that surround Maple Plain. The Council praised this regional government project and the responsiveness to the safety concerns of residents, Councilmembers, business owners and visitors of Maple Plain.

7. Diamond Surfaces, for their work on installing the rumble strips on Highway 12 and their generous donation. The Council noted their compassion to the community and praised their commitment to building community relationships. 


12. VISITORS TO BE HEARD
Note: This is a courtesy extended to persons wishing to address the City Council who are not on the agenda. A completed public comment should be presented to the City Administrator prior to the meeting. Presentations will be limited to 3 minutes. The session will be limited to 15 minutes. 
Councilmember Maas-Kusske recognized the Boy Scout Troop 206, who were in attendance earning their Citizenship Badge. Maas-Kusske asked the boys to come to the podium and address the Council with any questions. The boys introduced themselves, but had no questions for the Council.

Brent Alger, 5735 Main Street West, addressed the Council with concerns of the construction project on his property. He noted that he and his sister were offered $3500 for an easement of the drainage pipe, as it had to be replaced. He stated that now the pipe connects to 7 drains, ruined the landscape of the area affected and was not aware that swale would be included in the work. He stated that originally he and his sister requested $30,000 from the City Council for a 10% valuation of his property for the damages caused. Later, they reduced their request to $22,000, which the Council denied but hired an appraiser to provide a cost of easement and an estimate on any damages to the property’s value due to the project. Alger also noted that they could not sell their property due to the project, he would have appreciated better communication on the work being done to his property within the easement rights. Alger commented that they were trying to help the City of Maple Plain, as his parents were supporters of the community and active in the City Council. 

13. ADJOURNMENT

    Councilmember McCoy moved to recess the regular meeting at 7:55p.m. 
    and go into a closed session regarding the property easement at 5735 Main
    Street West; seconded by Councilmember DeLuca. Motion passed 5-0.
14. CLOSED SESSION TO DISCUSS EASEMENT PAYMENT FOR 5735 MAIN STREET WEST

In attendance were Councilmembers Young, DeLuca, Maas-Kusske, Eisinger and McCoy. Also in attendance were City Administrator, Tessia Melvin, City Attorney, Jeff Carson and City Engineer, Dan Boyum. 

The Closed Session began at 8:05 p.m. and closed at 8:35 p.m. Carson reported that the City Council discussed the easement payment at 5735 Main Street West. He added that the City Council agreed to take no action on the matter.
15. ADJOURNMENT

     Councilmember Eisinger moved to adjourn the regular meeting at
     8:40 p.m.; seconded by Councilmember Maas-Kusske. Motion passed 
     5-0.
